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on Case.  The school is located on the right, about midway down
the street.  Park at the south end of the parking lot.  We are
meeting in the library, which is to the left once you enter the
campus. —MLT

Bring your cup to enjoy beverages with the holiday cookies
after the program. —A&JB

The January 6 meeting will be held at Eden Church in
Hayward. Our speaker will be well-known woodpecker expert,
Steve Shunk from Oregon. “Acorn and Nuttall’s Woodpeckers:
Sharing California’s Oak Woodlands.” —MLT

Calendar
Nov. 8 San Joaquin Hawks
Nov. 18 Board Meeting Call Evelyn Cormier
Nov. 22 Cosumnes River & Staten Island
Dec. 2 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton
Dec. 2 Deadline for Jan. 1 - Feb. 14 Kite Call
Dec. 6 Pre-count Meeting CBC
Dec. 6 Cosumnes River & Isenberg Preserve
Dec. 14 CBC and Dinner
Jan. 6 Membership Meeting, Hayward

Membership Meetings
Date: December 2 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Pleasanton Middle School Library

 5001 Case Avenue (94566)
Topic: Helping Bluebirds: A Deeply Satisfying Hobby
Presenter: Irv Tiessen
PLUS: Annual Member Slide Show and Holiday Cookie

Exchange
Ohlone Audubon Society has sponsored Irv Tiessen’s

maintaining 259 nesting boxes on some sixteen square miles of
Eastern Alameda County with the Western Bluebird as the target
bird and some additional eight cavity-nesting birds that utilize his
boxes. Irv will present a brief summary of the bird-nesting totals
per species, per bird-trail location, and such comments that should
enlighten others to the results of his work.

The annual members’ slide show will take place immediately
after the program.  As time will be very limited, please bring no
more than 10 of your favorite slides (with or without a carousel). 
Please bring digital images on your computer or a CD as we now
own a digital projector.

Our traditional Holiday Cookie exchange will follow the
meeting.  If you care to, please bring a plate of your favorite
cookies for sampling and a copy of the recipe (if it’s not a family
secret!).

To reach Pleasanton Middle School, from I-680 take the Bernal
Avenue exit and head east on Bernal to Case Avenue.  Turn right

Field Trips
Nov. 8, Sat. , 9:30 a. m., Raptors at Flood & Waverly Roads,

Leaders: Phil and Pat Gordon, 510.538.3550,
PAGPEG@aol.com.

Join us in the eastern foothills of San Joaquin Valley for
opportunities to see populations of wintering/resident raptors.
Regular sightings include Northern Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk,
Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel, Prairie
Falcon, Burrowing Owl, and, in some years, Short-eared Owl. All
available birds will be investigated in this charming, rural, area.

Meet on Waverly Rd. north off SR-4. From Hayward, take I-580
east, I-205 through Tracy, to north on I-5. At Stockton take SR-4
east (Exit 472) to SR-99 (short jog south to SR-4 east). Beware to
stay on SR-4; not SR-26 (Copperopolis Rd.) and not Main Street.
Continue on SR-4 (Farmington Rd.) past Escalon Bellota Road. At
4.25 miles turn left (north) on Waverly which ends at this T
intersection; beware not to continue on SR-4 (now becomes
Copperopolis Rd.). Park on Waverly for 9:00 a. m. meeting. Note:
some may want to cross from I-5 to SR-99 (north) via SR-120 then
to SR-4 east. We will caravan to various roadside spots to bird
from the very low traffic, country roads. Spotting scopes will be
useful.

Lunch will be by “tail gate.” Restrooms are very spare here.
Trip cancellation will be for heavy, steady rain or severe fog.
Consider self-arranged car pooling, e.g. Macdonald’s off Santa
Rita Rd., Pleasanton; Nations Hamburgers, Tracy. —PAGPEG
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Christmas Bird Count
CBC - Sunday, December 14
Pre-count Meeting - Saturday, December 6, 7:30 p. m.

Another year and another Christmas Bird Count (the 109th)!
Last year was so-o-o successful; we would love a repeat perfor-
mance!

Our area is very rich in habitats and species diversity. We are
located on the Pacific flyway with one of the largest wintering
populations of shorebirds on the west coast. It will be interesting
to see how well our migratory shorebirds are faring with the salt
pond restoration changes along the shoreline.

The Hayward-Fremont CBC is only successful because of our
many participants. Last year 77 participants counted 137,854
individuals representing 176 different species. Our leaders and
participants really came through last year and this invaluable help
is greatly appreciated. We need your help to be successful again.

It must be stressed that our success in securing the basic
“scientific” accuracy of the count hinges on coverage and
consistency (participants - you!). Good manners and diligent
searching efforts continue to be our goals, especially in the
working of teams as well as finding new count areas. The count
benefits from the participation of each and every person. There
are many jobs to do: from recording data, returning borrowed
keys, helping with the dinner, to just being out there! All are
welcome and very much needed..

There will be a pre-count meeting at the home of co-compilers
Pat and Phil Gordon, Saturday, December 6, at 7:30 p. m.. The
address is 1922 Hillsdale Street, northeast off the upper end of E
Street in Hayward. All are welcome, especially new participants
and leaders. It’s a good time to meet the leaders, pick your area
and share the latest bird “gossip”. It is not mandatory to attend
this meeting to participate in the count, but it is fun to meet other
birders. Refreshments will be served.

We have limited parking at the house, please let us know if
you need to come down the driveway rather than parking up on
Hillsdale Street. Reach us at 510.538.3550, or PAGPEG@aol.com.
 —PA&PEG

Dec. 6, Sat., 11 a. m. to 5 p. m., Isenberg Sandhill Crane and
Cosumnes River Preserves, Leader: Bill Scoggins,
510.581.5186.

Meet at the Cosumnes River Preserve at 11 a. m. and/or the
Isenberg Crane Preserve at 3 p. m. We saw American White
Pelicans and Tundra Swans on our last trip. This is the spot where
the Demoiselle Crane was discovered in 2001.

The Cosumnes River Preserve is located off I-5 between
Sacramento and Stockton. Follow the directions in the November
22 trip above.

The Isenberg Preserve is off I-5 at SR-12 and north to Wood-
bridge Road then about a mile west of the freeway. Find a parking
lot and observation mound there.

The Isenberg Preserve is off I-5 at Turner Road and north on
Thornton Road to Woodbridge Road. Then under the freeway and
2-1/2 miles west to a pullout on the left side of the road just past a
grove. This is our meeting area. We request that you stay until
dark as headlights can disturb landing cranes. Please keep pets in
your vehicle. More information at www.cosumnes.org

For millions of years the majestic and ancient cranes have
played their part in nature’s intricate web. Sandhill cranes winter in
the Central Valley each year. Some 15 crane species live in the
world today, two of which live in North America. Of the 15 species,
12 are endangered or threatened by extinction. The Greater
Sandhill cranes that winter in the valley stand five feet tall and
have wing spans of seven feet. These giant birds typically live 15
to 20 years in the wild, some over 40 years. They live their entire
life in and near wetlands, migrating to warmer climates for the
winter and returning to their nesting area each spring in northeast-
ern California and southern Oregon. Each winter they return to
feed, socialize and roost together. It is the steady loss of wetlands
that adversely affects crane survival all over the world. See
www.savingcranes.org or www.operationmigration.org for more
information about cranes —WS

CBC Birdcount Dinner
The post Christmas Bird Count dinner will be held at the

completion of the count at the Starr King Unitarian Universalist
Church, 22577 Bayview Avenue, Hayward. Doors will open at 5:30
p. m.; dinner will begin at 6:30. Please bring utensils, cups and
plates to enjoy a catered meal, courtesy of Ohlone Audubon
Society.

To reach the church from eastbound I-580, take the Crow
Canyon/Center Street exit. Turn right onto Center Street. Turn left
at the second signal, Kelly Street. Go three blocks and turn left on
Bayview Avenue. The church is on the left. Watch for a dimly-lit
church sign.

To reach the church from westbound I-580, take the Castro
Valley exit and turn left onto Castro Valley Blvd. Turn left at the
next signal, Grove Way, and turn left again at the following signal,
Center Street. Go to the next signal and turn left on Kelly Street.
Continue per directions above.

For questions about directions, call Evelyn Cormier,
510.471.0475. For dinner details, call Allen & Jackie Bertillion,
510.782.4874. —A&JB

Nov. 22. Sat., 9 a. m., Cosumnes River Preserve and Staten Island,
Leader: Don Schmoldt, 916.739.6465, cell: 916.764.5384

The preserve is just east of I-5, and just north of the Sacramen-
to/San Joaquin County line.  We will spend the morning in the
area of the preserve, then the afternoon exploring Staten Island, a
few miles southwest of the preserve.  If traveling east via I-580
through Livermore, take I-580 to I-205 to I-5.  Take I-5 north to just
north of the Sacramento/San Joaquin Co. line, to the Twin Cities
Road exit (the first exit north of the county line).  Go east on Twin
Cities Road about 1 mile to the first cross road, Franklin Blvd.
 Turn right (south) on Franklin Blvd. and continue about a mile or
so to the visitor center parking lot, on the east side of the road.  If
coming via I-80, travel east to Sacramento, then south on I-5 about
20 miles to Twin Cities Road, and follow the above directions.

 Bring lunch and water, and prepare for a couple of miles of
hiking (non-strenuous).  It should be good for waterfowl, shore-
birds, raptors, sandhill cranes and riparian birds.  Look for my car
which is a red Toyota 4-Runner, personalized license “BA-
JAOWL”. —DS

Two cranes arrive for
their evening roost,
Isenberg Preserve
©2006 W. Scoggins
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Audubon Calendars
The 2009 Audubon wall calendars are now available. They

come in five themes; Songbirds, Nature, Wildflower, Birding Trails
and Hiking America. The Songbirds calendar features one species
in depth per month plus smaller daily pictures. Nature calendars
show panoramic vistas of North America’s outdoors. Wildflower
calendars show blossoms from forests, mountain meadows,
deserts and ocean-side dunes. Birding Trails calendars have a
map and detailed text of twelve trails from different parts of the
country. The Hiking calendars show maps and gives commentary
on a dozen unforgettable hiking trails.

For further information, call Margaret at 925.443.3073.—ME

Ohlone Sweatshirt Special
Cold weather and holidays are soon upon us. Now is the time

to get an Ohlone Audubon sweatshirt for yourself or for a gift. In
steel grey with our beautiful Kite emblazoned on the front, they
make an eye-catching statement. Right now, and until the end of
the year, they are an especial bargain; $20.00 and Ohlone will pay
the sales tax. Available in sizes large, extra large and 2X large, at
meetings or call 925.443.3073 if you have questions. —ME

New & Renewing Members
Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members:
Susan Bardellini, Barbara Benda, Karen Benedetti, David

Benedict, Cherie Boutlon, Malca Chall, Nancy Christensen, Lee
Ellis, Amy Evans, Stephanie Floyd, G.R. Gladman, Elsa Glines,
Jeanette Johnson, Jean King, Eric Nichols, Pam Ochoa, Jim Ross,
Anna Wilcox,.

Your support is greatly appreciated. —PAG

Notes from Audubon
Audubon California is in the process of conducting a midyear

evaluation of its five year plan. It is asking the chapters and
members to respond to the strategic plan related to three issues.
1 Climate change and the impacts on California people, wildlife,

and plant communities.
2 The need to have effective partnerships with other conserva-

tion entities in order to make an impact on conservation.
3 Dedication to measurable conservation outcomes.
4 Building a culture of conservation leading to greater Audubon

membership and support for public funding of initiatives.
Highlighted are: protection, stabilization, and increase in

populations of at-risk birds; protection of birds and their habitats
from broad-scaled threats; and the improvement and protection of
priority landscapes and important bird areas. At the recent Ohlone
board meeting we determined that our response to the strategic
plan would be:
1. emphasis on wind energy because of the risk of birds being

killed by the wind turbines.
2. emphasis on growing our membership so that we will have a

strong group of members interested in and willing to work on
protecting birds.
You as an individual can go to the California Audubon

website: www.ca.audubon.org, and click on the link “issues and
action” to read the complete document and record your com-
ments. The website requires that you sign up for alerts in order to
access the information.

Both Ohlone and California Audubon would welcome your
input. You can send your comments to one of the conservation
co-chairs, Rich Cimino: rscimino@earthlink.net, or Carin High:
cccrhigh@comcast.net or to me at evcormier@sbcglobal.net. We
are all in this for the pleasure of enjoying birds and the out-of-
doors.

While visiting the website, you can read the official report of
the Tri-colored Blackbird census conducted in April. Almost
395,000 individuals were counted, most of which were in the San
Joaquin Valley. This is a larger total than found in the seven
previous triennial surveys.

Comparisons are complicated by the fact that in 2008 a special
effort was made to cover all the known and likely habitats in
California, more than previous surveys. Between 1994 and 2000
the number of birds counted declined from 370,000 to about
164,000. Loss of native habitat resulted in the birds moving to
agricultural fields where there is more risk of reproductive failure.
Nest predators—herons, egrets, crows, and ravens—have taken a
toll over the last 40 years. Survey anomalies resulted in likely
under estimates in the 1990s, and weather cycles affected food
sources and reproductive success over the last 40 years. The
increases of 2005 and 2008 may well be due to conservation
measures undertaken in the last few years.

This evocative report is easy to find on the website and I
believe it does not require registration. I commend it to your
attention. —EC

Winter Plans
At least two annual counts offer the chance for any of us to

contribute to the world’s supply of bird knowledge. I refer to the
Christmas Bird Count of course, and to its young cousin, the
Great Backyard Bird Count. The centenarian CBC happens in late
December and early January. The GBBC is scheduled for Febru-
ary 13-16 in 2009.

 The GBBC rules are simple and the demands for participants’
expertise very small. All ages and individuals from novice to
expert are invited to count. It is a good project for classrooms
and families who can count birds for as little as 15 minutes one or
more times in one or more places during the three days. Your
results are entered directly in the GBBC website,
www.birdcount.org, one for every location and for every day per
location.

In the 2008 GBBC, participants submitted 85,000 checklists
and thousands of optional photographs. Previous results and
photos are at www.birdcount.org, along with the description and
rules for the count. It makes a fascinating source of winter bird
activity in your neighborhood and far away. The website also
has identification help, localized checklists, and other helpful
information for counters.

This could be a relaxing way to see birds and contribute to
our knowledge of avian trends. No advance reservations needed,
just do it! —DE

New Year’s Resolutions
The beginning of the calendar year is a good time to meditate

on what changes ought be made and then commit to working on
accomplishing them. —DE
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS  early September - October 

SPECIES DATE No LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
SOOTY SHEARWATER 9/21 1 SAN LORENZO:  

From the SLZ 
Ck. 

BR Only 3rd record here.  6:51 pm. 

ASHY STORM-PETREL 9/25 1 HAYWARD: 
Shoreline 

BD Occasional within SF Bay. 

LITTLE BLUE HERON 9/6 1 FREMONT: 
Alameda Creek 

BM Below inflatable dam, below Mission Blvd. 1st 
reported, 7/22 

Osprey 9/29 1 HAYWARD: 
Frank's Dump 
West 

SE&MW
+grp. 

With several waterbird spp. in the pond, incl. Red 
Knots, Dunlin, Sanderling (1), Snowy Plover (2). 

Bald Eagle 9/22 2 (pr). LIVERMORE: 
Del Valle Park 

SF Hetch Hetchy Gp. Camp to view perched, preening, 
screeming birds in & around large Gray Pine, mid-
slope, and perpendicular (to Camp) across lake. 
May be old (ca. 9 yrs.ago), original nest tree. Walk 
15 minutes, north from Marina. 

Red-shouldered hawk 9/21 1 SAN LORENZO: 
Oro Loma Marsh 

BR Caught Greater Yellowlegs 

Golden Eagle 9/9 1 imm FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Often hunts Calif. Ground Squirrels 

Golden Plover sp.? 9/28 1 HAYWARD: 
West Winton 

BR Flyby; species (of two) not I.D.'d 

SOLITARY SANDPIPER 9/16; 
17; 
21 

1 CASTRO 
VALLEY: Cull 
Canyon RP 

KH; 
BD;KR; 
AM 

Reservoir shore near the dam (Cull Canyon Rd. X 
Heyer Rd.) Found by KH. AM saw the 21 Sept. 
bird. 

PECTORAL 
SANDPIPER 

9/21 1 HAYWARD: 
Franks Dump 
West 

BR Spooked away w/ other Peeps, by Peregrine Falcon 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER 9/22 1 ALVISO: 
DESFBNWR, 
CCC 

AH Area of Pond A16.  Good views, incl. bathing. Very 
rare inside SF Bay. 

Vaux's Swift 9/6 1 HAYWARD: 
W.Winton end 

BM Flyover at entrance parking lot, Hayward Shoreline 
RP. 

COSTA'S 
HUMMINGBIRD 

9/6 1 
f./im
m. 

FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills 
R.P. 

BM w/ 
JD & 
PB 

Seen at length inside Butterfly Garden, contiguous 
with Visitor Center. Other migrants 
included:Wilson's Warbler, several Yellow 
Warblers, Western Tanager, & Warbling Vireo. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 9/13 1 SAN LORENZO: 
Shoreline Trl, 
RP  

BR Near Grant Ave. staging lot.  Dusk. 

Willow Flycatcher 9/1 to 
9/12 

1 - 2 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Of six visits about half each were 1 or 2 individuals. 
Endangered Species (FED). 

Willow Flycatcher 9/21 1 HAYWARD: W. 
Winton 

BR Also, Pacific-slpoe Flycatcher (Mt. Trashmore (north 
side) 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher 9/1 to  
9/14 

3 - 8; 
12 

FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Of nine visits, most had 3 individuals, but one was 
12 (9/5). 

Cassin's Vireo 9/5; 8; 
9 

1 each FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM One Vireo of 3 (CaVi; HuVi; WaVi) most days also 
including 9/7 & 9/12 

House Wren 9/4 1 HAYWARD: 
Shoreline, W Mt. 
Trashmore 

BR Very uncommon in this habitat - probably migrating  
- PEG 

House Wren 9/14 1 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Rare here = migrant. 

Swainson's Thrush 9/4; 5; 
8  

1 each FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Migrant here. 

California Thrasher 9/12 1 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Butterfly Garden. Is this a relpacement for a former 
CaTh resident? 

Orange-crowned Warbler 9/13 1 HAYWARD: 
W.Winrton 

BR Gray-headed" subspecies.  Dusk. 

Orange-crowned Warbler 9/7;9/9
;9/12;

1 each FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM One of eight warbler species including: NaWa (only 
9/4); ToWa; YeWa; AmRe (see AmRe 9/5); 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS  early September - October 

SPECIES DATE No LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
9/14 MGWa; WiWa; CoYe.   

VIRGINIA'S WARBLER  9/28; 
29 

1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

KR, BR; 
BP; DW 
& MR; 
VN 

North of Hayward Shore Trail entrance from parking 
lot at W. Winton - in Fennel; then North through 
Eucalyptus and Myoporum shrubs, just inside 
staging lot entrance (from W. Winton) in Fennel.  
Third record here=Rare. 

BLACKPOLL 
WARBLER 

9/26 1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

BR; BD NE corner of this old dump site. Directly west of 
Hayward Shore Trail entrance from parking lot at 
W. Winton. 12 prior records. Six warbler spp. seen 
here this day! 

BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER 

9/17 1 DUBLIN: 
Tassajara Creek 
RP 

BB; KR; 
BL; AE 

Additionally seen by Mob ( and not). 

AMERICAN REDSTART 9/5 1 m. FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills 
R.P. 

E&AM First record here.  Found behind (just West of) 
Butterfly Garden.  Extremely rare migrant along CA 
coastal areas. 

AMERICAN REDSTART 9/26 1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

BR NE corner of this old dump site. Directly west of 
Hayward Shore Trail entrance from parking lot at 
W. Winton. 8 prior records. 

MAC GILLIVRAY'S 
WARBLER 

9/25 1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

KR; BB Rare migrant here.  Seen two days along NE corner 
of this old dump site. Directly west of Hayward 
Shore Trail entrance from parking lot at W. Winton. 

Yellow-brested Chat 9/7 1 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

KR Within Butterfly Garden. Also, other migrants 
included: Cassin's Vireo & Nashville Warbler. 

Western Tanager 9/9 2 DUBLIN: 
Tassajara Creek 
RP 

SH Along w/ other migrants: Pacific-slope Flycatcher, 
Warbling Vireo, Townsend's Warbler. 

Western Tanager 9/3- 5;   
9/7 - 9 

6,9,6; 
1,1,1 

FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM  

CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 

9/26; 
9/28,
9/29 

1; 2; 1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

BB; BR; 
SE & 
MW 

Rare migrant here. BR found 2nd bird without its tail 
(9/28); JL found the other bird (9/28) (presumed to 
be the one reported by BB); SFBBO group w/ SE & 
MW (1 on 9/29). 

BREWER'S SPARROW 9/26, 
28 

1 HAYWARD: Mt. 
Trashmore 

BR  NE corner of this old dump site. Directly west of 
Hayward Shore Trail entrance from parking lot at 
W. Winton. 8 prior records. 

Lark Sparrow 9/7 1 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM Second record - E&AM 

Lincoln Sparrow 9/21 1 HAYWARD: W. 
Winton 

BR FOS 

White-crowned Sparrow 9/12 1 FREMONT: 
Coyote Hills RP 

E&AM First of season (FOS) 

White-crowned Sparrow 9/23 1 LIVERMORE: El 
Caminito yard 

D&ME FOS at their feeder 

Black-headed Grosbeak 9/3;  
9/4      

3; 1    

Note: The above were selected as highlights of unusual or rare species, special timing or behaviors. PEG. 
ABBREVIATIONS: m.=male, f.=female, imm.=immature, pr.=pair, RP=Regional Park’ SFBBO=San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory, 
EBRPD=East Bay Regional Park, (most records shown are Alameda County), CCC=Contra Costa County, Ck=creek, sp.=species, 
spp.=species (plural), ad.=adult, " OAS=Ohlone Audubon Society, fide=information source,    ca.=circa, about, nr.=near, w/=with, 
Tr.=trail, (four letter bird codes are only stated after earlier, spelled out bird name) Mt. Trashmore=W.Winton Old Landfill (ca.18 ft.) 
shoreward and S of Hayward Shoreline RP, Parking & Tr. entrance,standard abbreviations often not translated. 

OBSERVERS: PB=Pat Bacchetti, BB=Bob Brandriff, JD=Judith Dunham, BD=Bob Dunn, AE=Art Edwards, SE=Stephanie Ellis, 
D&ME=Don & Margaret Emery, SF=Stephanie Floyd, KH=Kevin Hintsa, AH=Alice Hoch, SH=Steve Huckabone, JL=John Luther, 
E&AM=Eugene & Akiko Makishima, BM=Bruce Mast, VN=Verne Nelson, BP=Bob Powers, MR=Mark Rauzon, BR=Bob Richmond, 
KR=Kathy Robertson, DW=Dave Weber, MW=Mary Wisnewski; grp.=group (SFBBO); mob=many observers. 

REPORT OBSERVATIONS for the period: early-Oct. to mid-Nov. 2008, to: Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 94541 
510.538.3550 or PAGPEG@aol.com  

REMINDER:  Contact this reviewer for participation in the 2008 Christmas Bird Count; Sunday, 14 December 2008.  
Precount meeting - Sat., December 6, 7:30 p. m. at the Gordon home, 1922 Hillsdale Street, Hayward. 


