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‘Calendar | Membership Meeting

Aug. 19  Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier glate:. ;eptemt:er i/l'ddl TSimhe: I7L3k? p. M.

Aug. 24  Afio Nuevo Sate Park ace SOeC)iS?:?];:é\vlenug choot Library

Sep. 2 Membership Meeting, PI t _ ; e .
°p embership VIeetng, Hleasanton Topic: Birds anwvildlife of EasterrAustralia

Sep. 2  Deadline for Oct. 1-Nov 14 Kite Call
Sep. 13 DESFBNWR,Alviso

Sep. 16  Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier
Sep. 28  Oro Loma Marsh

Presenter: Joe Morlan

Australia ofers the traveling naturalist an unparalleled
opportunity to witness the results of evolution on an isolated
L island continent. IAugust 2005, Joe Morlan and Robbie Fischer

. . explored EasterAustralia on their own. Joe will be sharing their
Fleld Trl pS adventures with a presentation of origidaital photographs
illustrating the region's unique birds and animals.will be
treated to Flying Foxes in the Sydney Botanic Gardens, Brown
Tree Snakes and Eastern Spinebills in the tropics @ttiexton
Tablelands, Giant Clams in the Great Barrier Reef, and an
intimate encounter with @ibson'sAlbatross on th&asman Sea.
We will learn of the acrobatid/illie Wagtail, the bizarre Blue-
faced Honeyeatgethe spectacular multicolored Noisy Pitta, the
endemic Gray-headed Robin, and the ungainly Helmeted Friar
bird. Photos will illustrate the subtle iridescence of ttra\é
necked Ibis, and the startling colors of the Superb Fairy-wren.
The riotous Laughing Kookaburra, the crypiavny Frogmouth
and thanquisitive Lewin's Honeyeater will also be featured. Join
us for what promises to be an entertaining and informative

Aug. 24, Sun., 8:00 a. mAfio Nuevo Sate Reserve, Leaders:
Pat & Phil Gordon, 510.538.3550pagpeg@aol.conts
Join us in birding the San Mateo coast in Faigust.At Afio
Nuevo, we will travel through coastal scrub and grasslands,
checking for passerines, by the pond for rails and grebes, and
check the coast for returning shorebiM& may be lucky and see
the post-nesting Bank Swallows and Black Swiftse beach area
should have Brown Pelicans, Heerman@ulls, Caspian and
ElegantTerns, Pigeon Guillemot and we may see Common
Murres, Marbled Murrelets, Rhinocer@aklet, and possibly a
puffin. This trip will involve about 1.5 miles of walking (some-
times on sand), so wear comfortable shoes, and bring a limeh.

coast may be overcast and cool; dress accordingl ) . . .
y gy program. Joseph Morlan is an instructor at City College in San

Afo Nuevo $ate Reserve is about 27 miles south of Half . . .
Moon Bay on SR-1. From our area, proceed west across the Sgrr]anmsco where he has taught Field Ornithology for 30 years.
' ' To reach Pleasanton Middle School, from 1-680 take the

Mateo Bridge, staying on SR-92, and turning south on SR-1 in

BernalAvenue exit and head east on Bernal to @assaue.Turn

Half Moon BayThere is a $5 parking fee. —PAGPEG right on CaseThe school is located on the right, about midway
Sep. 13, Sat., 8:30 a. m. Envinmental Education Center down the street. Park at the south end of the parkingotare
(EEC), Don Edwards SFBay National Wildlife meeting in the librarywhich is to the left once you enter the
Refuge Alviso, Leader: Michael Mortensen campus.
Wading birds have already been arriving frtaska to The October 7 membership meetingyill be at Carlton Plaza

winter at the refuge and many migrant land birds awaitour  of Fremont. Mark your calendars for this exciting program,
discovery Meet at the Environmental Education Center (Alviso)«Natural History of Birds of Ecuadgrpresented by Rudy Gelis
Parking Lot.To reach this part of the DESFBNWR fréftameda  of Quito, Ecuador —MT
County take 1-880 south to SR-237, exit toward Milpitis, follow Bring a reusable cup to enjoy beverages with your sweet
SR-237 northwest to a right turn on Zanker Rd., which becomegnacks provided by fellow Ohloneians during affeFsentation
Continued on page 6 fellowship. —A&JB
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Field Trips Continued from page 5

Los Esteros Rd., and then a right turn on the Refuge Rd. (after F|e|d TI’ipS 2008'2009

San \_]ose. Santa CIaMasteTreatmem Plant and the solid Wa_ste On July 13, a group put together a list of tentative trips for the
landfill & just after the tall Power Lines) to meet in the Parking .+ nwvelve months. It appears bel@ome trips have leaders
Lotat thg endThls is about 18 miles from SR-92 X I-880. and their scheduling is relatively fixed. Some have leaders but the
Several fine trails lead out from heWe may also check outthe 40 is uncertain. For others. leaders haioeen approached.

ponds at Spreckle!!.a/. and $ate 3. and theﬁflwso Marina as time Some of the leaders feel overscheduled, and would probably
al!ows. Gooc_i Wall_<|ng shoes and appropriate appargl for sun arWillingly give up a trip to another who is fond of the destination
wind protection will be needetVe plan to locate a suitable spot and desires to lead the trip. One who has a favorite birding spot
for eating lunch togethektunch will be within a 4 mile radius of might want to share it with OAS members and frieAds.

the Refuge Parking Lot. —MM volunteers would be welcomed, and a wealth of assistance and

Sep. 28, Sun., 9:30 a. m., Ora Loma Marsh, San Lenzo, support will be dered. Co-leading a trip is a good way for some
(Hayward Regional Shoeline north), Leaders: Pat &  to be introduced to the essentials of leading (know where to meet
Phil Gordon, 510.538.3550pagpeg@aol.com and where the bathrooms are). Please contact Evelyn Cormier

By the end of September we are expecting up close and  with your suggestions.
personal views of returning shorebirds. Note the later starting The trips chosen for this year aregely within a few miles of
time, based on a high tide at 12:40 p. m.. From the parking arethe BayArea.We now actively encourage carpooling and using
we will walk out to the shore and head south along the San  meeting spots that fafr adequate and safe parking for riders.
LorenzoTrail, checking out both the shoreline as the tides comédeans of oganizing pooling from home will be explored, e.g., a
in, and the inner ponds where the birds roost during high tide. carpooling listserve (bulletin board) on the internet.

This is a great chance to study thosédlift shorebirds, such as Trip List
Western and Least Sandpipers, dowitchers, yellowlegs, plovers, 2008
Willets, godwits, Dunlin and Red Knots, and others of our 8/24 Ano Nuevo*
abundant wintering populatiowe will also watch the sky for 9/13 Alviso*
various terns and gulls. 9/28 Ora Loma*
This is an all walking trip, along a level path. Meet at the end 10/11 Garretson Point/Arrowhead Marsh
of GrantAvenue in San Lorenzo, by the water treatment plant. 10/26 Redwood Shores
There is a staging area for parking on the north (right) side, 11/1 Brushy Peak Regional Park
before the end of the roatlrestroom is available. Bring snacks 11/8 Raptors of the CentraWalley*
or a light trail lunch, as we will be birding through the lunch hour 12/6 Cosumnes/Sandhill Cranes/IsertbReserve*
To reach Gramvenue in San Lorenzo, exit I-880\&ashington 12/14 Hayward Fremont Christmas Bird Count
Avenue and head south WashingtorAvenue.Turn right (west) 12/20 Mount Diablo Christmas Bird Count
on GrantAvenue (there is a trféd light at this intersection, and 2009
Arroyo High School is nearby on the right) and proceed to the 1/10 Shadow Clifs*
end of the road, towards the bay —PAGPEG 1/15 Coyote Hills Regional Park*
1/18 DESFBNWR
2/1 Coyote Hills Regional Park*
Ohlone Members 2112 Lake Elizabeth*
2/14-15 CentralValley Refuges Los Banos

Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members: 31 M(_)rgan Territory Road
Robert BaltzerBarbara Correa, Lilian Fujii, Juianne Howe, 3/14 Tri-valley HOt Spots
Sherry Mattson, Michael akhdrea Mortensen, Edward Rogers, ‘31;‘218 S:Ll%izeﬁglgl Plz;zeizralganton*
Your support is greatly appreciated. PAG 412 Garin Regional Park
. 4/23 Dry Creek/Garin RPs
B|” AlWOOd 4/25 Swallow Festival Fieldrip*
) 4/26 Swallow Festival Fieldrip*
We have word that long ago mempRill Alwood, passed 5/2 Start of Birdathon period
away June 21 at the remarkable age of 99-1/2. Many of us 5/9 Solano*
remember Bill and Doris Gfih, together on field trips. Not a 5/17 Briones Regional Park
plant went unidentified! His friends here were many and impor 5/31 Del Valle Regional Park
tant to him. News of BilB passing comes from another former 6/13 VagranfTraps, Peninsula Seacoast
member of Ohlone, Gloria Gaylord. Gloria says she spoke to Bill g/27.08  Sjerra Camp Out
a couple of days before his"Birthday and he talked about his 8/29 Salinas River Mouth
enjoyment of field trips and fond memories of the people in Notes:
Ohlone At the time of his death, Bill was living in North Carolina 1 *indicates committed leader
where he had moved many years ago to take care of his sisters. 2 As the list progresses into 2009, the dates and trips
—PAG become lesérm. —DE
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Janice Delfino OAS Budget 2008-2009

We are very sad to announce that Janice Delfino, one of the
founding members of Ohloreudubon Societyhas died. Janice Ncome

was also instrumental in the founding of the Hayweneh NAS . 2700
Shoreline Planninggency The following tribute to Janice was Chapter Membership 4100
written for the Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge, by ~Sales 500
her dear friend, Florence LaRivieMe could not have produced ~ Contributions 10000
a more beautiful and appropriate tribute than this. ~ —EC Dividend/Interest 2000

Total Income 19300

Janice Delfino, 1926-2008
We have lost a beautiful and gracious friefithe Bay has lost Expenses

one of its most knowledgeable anéeefive advocates. Kite Call 4300
Janice$ knowledge of the South Bay was legend. Rick Member Meetings 2150
Coleman, when he was manager of the refuge, never had to look Purchase Merchandise 500
up pond acreages when he needed them in a hurry-he could just Operating Expense 2000
turn to Janice who would give him the ansyearrect to the AS-CA 0
nearest one tenth of a square foot! When she might not have the Conservation 4500
information available immediatelghe would refer to her files. Education/Audhdv. 1000
We all have files, but Janice codldd things in “a couple of Christmas Bird Count 1200
minutes”! _ o _ Fund Raising 1200
It was not only Janice’brilliant understanding of both the SG Camp 1000
natural and political features of the shoreline that made her so BW Mem Garden 700
effective; it was the cheerful and warm way she had of expressingNa. Co. BBAtlas 0
her love of the marshes, the ponds and the creatures that inhabit Swallow Festival 700
them. _ SalesTax 50
Many of the land battles on the Hayward Shoreline have begy,, Expenses 19300 —HS

resolved, but not allThose of us who knew and loved Janice will
continue her work. .

San Francisco Bay would be a venyfeliént place had not Conservat|on NEWS
Janice and her husband Frank devoted decades advocating for theThe two power plants and the four radio towers proposed for
protection of the natural shoreline.

Deepest love to Frank, his sons and daughters-in-law

A celebration for Janice will be held at a later datéme and
place will be announced.

the Hayward Shoreline are causing a riplae Eastshore
Power Plant (ierra) received a decision to deny from the Chair
of the California Eneggy Commission.The full commission is
slated to meet this month to either uphold or overturn that
decision.Assemblymember Hayashi has a bill in that&
Legislature that would allow the citizens of Hayward the option

WFO M eets N San Mateo Louﬁteny a power plant if another plant is being considered to be
Event:Western Field Ornithologists (WF@hnual Meeting The Calpine (Russell City) Power Plant is subject to a delay
When: October 9-12, 2008 while awaiting an appeal to the Environmental Protection
Location: San Mateo Marriott, San Mateo, CA Agency to deny the planfThe California Native Plant Society is
More info: http://wwwwfo-cbrc.on/ requesting a reopening of the biological opinion due to the

If you are interested in birds, birding and would like a chancamount of nitrogen that the native plants as well as the animals
to interact with some of Northmericas most respected experts, would be subjected to as well as other issues due to moving the
this is the meeting for yoWVFO is a unique granization that location of the plant with no further studies. Calpine has asked
seamlessly blends birding with ornithologyFO meetings are  for another two year extension of time to get its act together
only occasionally held in Northern California. So, if your interesRich Cimino wrote a very persuasive letter asking for denial of
in birds goes beyond just adding another tic to your listtdon’  extension.
miss this one. The Salem radio towers would be built on top of an old

There will be field trips visiting most of the San Francisco  |andfill on the Hayward shorelinelhere are already 4 towers in
BayArea’s hotspotsWorkshops will cover topics like sketching  the vicinity. Salem intends to sink the footing into the landfill and
birds and using GPS in the field. Jaramillo will lead an says there is no cause for alarm from leachate from so doing.
ecological transect of the San Mateo Peninsula. Scientific Others are not so sure and say that all landfills eventually leach.
sessions will give you a glimpse into the most current ornithologihe edges of the landfill were never adequately capped and will
cal research and expert ID panels will educate and amaze.  have to be capped. Salem and Calpine hefeesaf money to the

To learn more and to register for the meeting, visitt®  city for a library for allowing these things to happen. It is
web sitehttp://wwwwfo-cbrc.og/ —WFO  doubtful whether this will really come to pass. —EC
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; perspective on life.You can see Marian's photos and other great

Love U rban B I rds entries on the web sitetely tuned for the next photo contest!
Simple citizen-science poject reaches urbanites of all ages Learn more about Celebrate Urban Birds and sign up at

Nature has the power to soothe and enthuse. More people arew.CelebrateUrbanBirds.gr
finding that out as they join the free, y@aund "Celebrate Urban  The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a membership institution
Birds!" citizen-science project from the Cornell Lab of Ornitholodedicated to interpreting and conserving the earth's biological
gy. From schools, hospitals, and senior centers, to wellness  diversity through research, education, and citizen science focused
programs, scout packs, and military bases, participants are  on birds.Visit the Lab's web site attp://wwwbirds.cornell.edu

reaping the benefits of a closer connection to the natural world —CLO
and a new appreciation for city birds.

A girl in 4-H changed her mind about city birds after taking Bay QU | It PrOJeCt EXh|b|t

part in the project: "At first | didi’like urban birds," she said. "I Explore the ecology of the San Francisco Estuary and
thought of them as pesthen | realized that they are just like M&yatands in the artwork of local school childr@he exhibit

and other kids\We are ignored or people just see as us pests Orcntines through October 3 at the Hayward Shoreline Interpre-

don't see us at all, yet if you look a little deeper you can see th"i‘fi/e CenterOpen weekends from 10 to 5, weekdays by appoint-
on the inside we are pretty unique and cool!" ment. Contact: 510.670.7270 ' —HSIC
People of all ages and backgrounds participate in Celebrate T '

Urban Birds th h gardening, cultural activiti d citizen-
rban Birds through gardening, cultural activities and citizen SAItamont PaSS |\/|0'[OI’

science. For the citizen-science part of the project, participant:

watch city birds for 10 minutes, checK &b taget species of
birds, and send the information through the mail or the Internet ports Park
the Cornell Lab of OrnithologyOnce enough data are gathered,  In the far eastern reachAfameda County—within Ohlone

scientists hope to learn more about how birds survive in cities agdubon jurisdiction—is the 83 acfdtamont Speedway near |-
how they use urban green spaces such as parks, rooftop garder) and 1-205The site is olameda County land, 10 miles east
and even potted plants on balconies for food, resting sites, andof Livermore.The speedway is some 40 + years old. Events are

shelter held by NASCAR approximately 26 weekends a y&aveekend
Individuals can participate on their own or through public ~ event can bring up to 6000 attendees.

events aganized by local groups. Celebrate Urban Birds has Without any real public notice, two years ago the race track

partnered with more than 2,00@anizations to hold special was soldThe new owners began upgrading the site to expand

"birdy" events featuring the arts, science, gardening, or other attendance. Local residents learned that no permit had been

ways to draw people into bird study and observatignile issuedTheAlameda County Board of Supervisors cannot explain

supplies last, everyone who signs up will receive a Celebrate how this has happened and has failed to investifateCounty
Urban Birds kit in English and Spanish with two colorful urban believes that if it changed the zoning fréxgricultural to Planned
birds posters, educational materials about birds and urban Development (PD) then the speedway could continue to expand.
greening, a data form, and a packet of sunflower seeds to plant in The speedway owners and the county released a Draft EIR in
pots and gardens. More than 60,000 free kits have been July. TheTri-Valley Sierra Club is reviewing the requested
distributed. expansion plans to make sure that (open space) Measure D is not
After receiving his kit, one elementary school youngster withviolated. If the county were tofef an exception to Measure D
Down syndrome declared, “I will take these posters home and ganing for this project, then other land owners could also file for
them up on my wall forevebecause I'm going to be a scientist exceptions for development in tAéamont Hills.
when | grow up!"Teachers find that the 10-minute bird observa-  Many of our members are very familiar with these eastern
tion can be done within a class period, and it reinforces math, hills as the breeding and foraging areas for Burrowing Owl,
reading, scientific, artistic, and team-building skills. One teacheolden Eagle, and several other raptor species, including winter
noted, "Our group of middle school boys was impressed with ing Ferruginous HawRVintering Long Billed Curlew can be
being able to help with a project sponsored by a univér§igme found here along with Loggerhead Shrike, all species of special
groups go beyond a single event by greening their neighbor  concern in Californiat this time OhlonéAudubon has no formal
hood—creating habitat for birds on balconies, rooftops, front position on the race track expansion, but is concerned about the
stoops, or community spaces. Others are tapping into the arts, potential of the county to ignore open space Measure D. Ohlone
creating dances, drawings, murals, sculptures, puppet shows, éhdlso concerned that bigger and more frequent events with great
short films based on city birdshe Celebrate Urban Birds web ground vibration could drive the ground squirrels aviays
site has lots of resources and suggestions about how to craft adepleting an important food source for wintering and resident
event or project for libraries, nature centers, schools and youthraptors.
groups, community gardens, home-school groups, or individuals. The nearby residents have formed a neighborhood group
Winners have been chosen for the progefitst "Beautiful called Community for a Bettéitamont. Over 90% of the
Birds in Urban Places" video and photo contest. Marian Mendexeighborhood committed to the cause of protecting Measure D.
of Hialeah, Florida, captured first prize with her images of birdsCCBA comprises approximately 28 residences within a one-mile
found in her back yard. She said, "I like to single out one bird aftea of the tracklhey have developed a website to post informa-
watch it for a while, trying to see the personality and mind behiri@n and serve as a communication center to receive input and
it. And I'm out in the fresh ajigetting sunshine and a new questionswww.betteraltamont.or —RC
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS Late May - Early June 2008

SPECIES DATE(S) No.,etc LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS
White-faced lbis 6/1 1 Fremont: Coyote HillBP North Pond. Possibly one of the 11 reported by
RP BR as flybys on 5/21 at Oro Loma Marsh,

San Lorenzo. MOB saw varied numbers later
at Coyote Hills.
Red-shouldered 5/2 1 ad., Sunol: Sunol Regional KR Nest w/ 3 nestlings fed by ad. in the parking lot
Hawk 3n Park near the restroom, facing the gate to the Old
Ohlone Trail. The nest is located in a
sycamore that is about a couple of hundred
ft. east of the trailhead - easily seen.
Red-shouldered 5/3; 6/6 1; pr. Sunol: Sunol RegionalAK, NK, Nest w/ ad. (more? as reported earlier and for i
Hawk Park JSK; few years) in W. Sycamore above creek
PEG+c  bridge nr. Visitor Cntr. Also seen (on 6/6) by
class and reported as nest above, 5/2, w/
addition of additional adult (mate?).

SEMIPALMATED 5/19 1 HaywardShoreline BR Seen from near the southeast corner of the
SANDPIPER RP public trail in Cogswell Marsh.

FRANKLIN'S 5/3 1 ad. Hayward: Shoreline BR; KR  West Winton; City ponds (northeast corner of
GULL RP Cogswell Marsh). Possibly the same FrGu in

alternate plumage reported on 5/1 by KR
from MLKJ RP shoreline in Oakland.

Black Skimmer 5/19/;5/21; 2 ads.; Hayward: Hayward BR; BD  City effluent ponds (likely island where 1st
5/24 2 ads. Shoreline Park Bay Area BISk pr. nested). Seen earlier by
BP; again (5/21) by BD; 2 more seen on 5/24
=2 pr.(BR).
Common Poorwill 5/21 1 Livermore: Mines KR At roadside, mm 9.75, calling from fence posts
Road at 9:00 p. m..
EASTERN 6/1 1 HaywardHayward BR W.Winton entrance. Only the 3rd ALA Co.
PHOEBE Regional Shoreline, record (BR). Seen ca. 11:45 a.m. in trees
EBRPD along W. Winton across from park offices.
Sage Sparrow 5/3 1 Sunol: Sunol RegionBIA Eagle View Trail (assuming chaparral here).
Park
ROSE-BREASTED 5/26 1Im. Fremont: Coyote HillsBD Hoot Hollow, 8:30 a. m., singing!
GROSBEAK RP
Yellow-headed 5/4 1f. Hayward: Shoreline BD, PD, Assume this was an area found from W.
Blackbird Trail BP Winton Ave., "Cogswell Marsh."

ABBREVIATIONS: ad.=adult, ads=adults, m.=male, f.=female, imm.=immature, EBRPD=East Bay Regional Rak Dist
RP=Regional Park (EBRPD), ca.=circa, about, w/=with, Tr.=trail, W.Winton=West Winton Avdng & Tr. entrance, Four
letter bird codes are only stated after earlier use [two letters of first name and second name or first letter of eachramgour
followed by first two letters of last name (often the generic name) = the Cogygstelins which employs upper & lower case,, ex
BNHe=Black-crowned Night-Heron or BGGn=Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, also ViRa=Virginia Rail and Bush=Bushtdfr8ta
abbreviations often not translated. All records shown are Alameda County.

OBSERVERS: DA=David Armstrong, PD=Peter Dramer, BD=Bob Dunn, PEBhitE. Gordon & Class, AK=Alan Kaplan,
NK=Norm Kidder, JSK=Jan Southworth-Kidder, MOB=Many Observers, BP=Bob Power, BR=Bob Richmond, KR=Kathy
Robertson.

REPORT OBSERVATIONS for the period: mid-July - Aug. 2008, to Phil Gordon, 1922 HélStglHayward, CA 94541,
510.538.3550 or PAGPEG@aol.com

Tern Report

Dave Riensche reports that as of July 7, 2008, there are 59monitoring predators and will continue hazing gulls and, in
nests, of which 45 have hatched, on Island #5 at the Hayward emegency situations, will use lethal technigues to prevent
Regional Shoreline located along the eastern shore of San California Gulls from depredating the tern coloytotal of two
Francisco Bay Of the 109 eggs laid at the site, 81 chicks have dead chicks and three depredated eggs have been Tovmd.
been produced total of 68 chicks have been observed on the missing chicks are presumed to have been taken Aynarican
site (age classes: twelve chicks at 1 to 5 days old, twenty-severow and a California Gull.
chicks at 5 to 10 days old, and twenty-three chicks at 10to 17  The good news is that all three bantlé¢gstern Snowy Plover

days) and six fledglings. Currentl35 to 100 Leaskerns are chicks that hatched at the site have fledged and were seen heading
flying around the colony with the highest numbers observed  for the Howard Cogswell Marshrhis is the first time that this
during high tide events. federally threatened species has nested with the Teas.
Volunteer monitors and stdfave reported predator sightings  This project is conducted in close coordination with SFBBO,
to be medium.Wildlife Services Specialists and dtafe closely PRBO and USFWS. —Doc Quack
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