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Calendar
Oct. 2 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton
Oct. 16 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier

Deadline for Nov. 15-Dec. 31 Kite Call
Oct. 20 Moss Landing and Environs
Nov. 3 Coyote Hills Regional Park
Nov. 6 Membership Meeting, Hayward
Nov. 11 Vic Fazio Yolo Wildlife Ar ea

Membership Meetings
Date October 2 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Pleasanton Middle School

5001 Case Avenue
Topic: North to Alaska! The Pribilofs!
Presenter:Sean D. Smith

“The Galapagos of the North” is one of the superlatives that
describes the Pribilof Islands, a remote Alaskan seabird and
marine-mammal-dominated archipelago in the middle of the
Bering Sea. Join us at this exciting meeting and get acquainted
with puffins (flying footballs), auklets, fulmars, Red-faced
Cormorants and murres breeding on crowded cliffs. The Pribilofs
are also the summer home to a million northern fur seals (includ-
ing bull “beachmasters”), arctic (blue) fox, stunning wildflowers,
and the proud Aleut people.

Sean Smith spent nine years in Alaska managing the nature
and birding tours of the remote Pribilof Islands. He wrote the
Pribilofs chapter for ABA’s Birder’s Guide to Alaska, a “Check-
list of the Birds of the Pribilofs,” and has contributed many
articles to various birding magazines.

To reach Pleasanton Middle School, from I-680 take the
Bernal Avenue exit and head east on Bernal to Case Avenue. Turn
right on Case. The school is located on the right, about midway
down the street. Find a parking space at the south end of the
parking lot. We are meeting in the library, which is to the left once
you enter the campus.

Date: November 6 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Eden United Church

21455 Birch Str eet, Hayward
Topic: Changes in Breeding Birds in the San Francisco

Bay Ar ea Since Grinnell and Wythe
Presenter: Bill Bouseman

In 1927 Joseph Grinnell and Margaret Wythe published a
“directory” of the birds in the nine counties that border the San
Francisco Bay. They were deeply pessimistic as to the effects of
urbanization on our local birds, but their predicted declines did
not come to pass. What did happen is the subject of this talk. Join
Bill Bouseman as we learn about birds we’ve lost, such as Willow
Flycatcher, and the many we have gained.

Bill Bouseman has compiled the Santa Clara County bird
records since 1979 and is highly respected for the meticulous
quality of his record keeping and the accuracy of his reports. He
writes a regular column on observations for The Avocet, newslet-
ter of the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, and is currently the
Santa Clara County subregional editor for North American Birds.
He started the Santa Clara County Breeding Bird Atlas in 1987,
which is nearly ready for publication. Bill is a retired aeronautical
engineer. He confesses to occasionally sneaking into Alameda
County (and a few other locations) to do a little birding.

Eden United Church is on the corner of Grove Way and Birch
in Hayward. From Mission Blvd. turn right onto Grove Way.
(Grove Way is off of Mission approximately 0.7 mile north of
“A” Street.) The Church is on the corner of the first block.

Meeting Locations and Facilities: Because Ohlone Audubon
Society covers all the cities of Southern Alameda County, we
alternate our monthly meeting places in order to better serve our
entire membership. We’re always on the lookout and welcome
suggestions for attractive, affordable, and conveniently located
meeting facilities. If you know of a room in a school, church,
retirement facility, etc., that may possibly be suitable for OAS
membership meetings, please contact Marilyn Trabert at (925)
939-5798 or email: ILuv2Bird@sbcglobal.net. —MT

Bring your reusable cup to enjoy a beveage ith refreshments
provided by members. —ABJB
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Nov. 11, Sun. 9 a. m., Vic Fazio Yolo Wildlife Ar ea, Leaders:
Phil and Pat Gordon, 510.538.3550, pagpeg@aol.com

Join us in visiting this new-to-us wetland area, which includes
freshwater marsh, riparian woodland, and valley grassland. This
was the largest wetland restoration project in the western U.S.
Wintering waterfowl should be abundant, including ducks, geese,
cranes, swans, and shorebirds. The area is recognized as a
Globally Important Bird Area because of the wintering popula-
tions of Least Sandpipers, Northern Pintails, Canvasbacks,
Dunlins, and American White Pelicans. The grassland area is
good for raptors.

To reach the meeting place, take I-80 east to Davis and the
East Chiles Road exit (CR-32B) 6 miles beyond Davis (not Chiles

Nov. 3, Sat., 8:00 a. m. to 1:00 p. m. Coyote Hills Regional
Park, Leader: Brenda Senturia, 510.581.1997,
Bbsenturia@sbcglobal.net $

Coyote Hills Regional Park is a choice location for a birding
outing due to the diversity of habitats found there. Many wintering
ducks will be settling in and we’ll hope that the rainy season will
have begun and water levels in the ponds will have risen. We’ll
look for wintering shorebirds and waders along the bay and in the
interior marshes and ponds. There are many winter residents at
Coyote Hills and we’ll sleuth the Headquarters area for passe-
rines, including wintering rarities. Be prepared for leisurely
walking – out to the Bay and along the trails to some of the ponds
and marshes, probably about 3 miles.

Meet at the park headquarters, rain or shine. After a busy
morning, we’ll have a chance to review the birds we’ve seen while
we eat our picnic lunches at the Headquarters. Be prepared for
rain and bring snacks. Scopes are helpful. To reach the park from
I-880, take SR-84 west toward the Dumbarton Bridge. Exit at
Paseo Padre Pkwy (last exit before the bridge), turn right on
Paseo Padre and go about a mile. At Patterson Ranch Road, turn
left and continue to the Visitor Center parking area. There is a $5
parking fee. —BBS

West Nile Virus Update
West Nile Virus has been in California for 5 years. So far

2004 and 2005 have had the largest number of human cases, 830
and 935 respectively. In early August this year the number of
cases was increasing at an alarming rate and Governor
Schwarzenegger allocated over $10 million in emergency relief to
local mosquito control agencies. At the last report on September
5, the number of cases, 185, was now only slightly more than last
year at this time. Kern County continues to have the most human
cases, 100. So far 10 people have died from WNV this year.

The California Department of Public Health tracks West Nile
Virus activity in humans, horses, dead birds, mosquito samples,
sentinel chickens, and squirrels. These data are used to deploy
resources to control the spread of the virus. Finding the virus in
dead birds signals the initial spread of the organism since birds
are the primary host for the mosquito vector. San Francisco
County had a positive dead bird the week ending 9/5/07 for the
first time this year. A total of 832 dead birds from 48 counties
have tested positive for WNV in 2007. The most commonly
infected bird is the American Crow (369), followed by Western
Scrub-Jay (165) and Yellow-billed Magpie (78).

For information about West Nile Virus in California, go to
http://westnile.ca.gov. –HS

Bette Wentzel Butterfly &
Hummingbird Garden

Friends of Heirloom Flowers Garden Club will team up with
Ohlone Audubon garden volunteers for “Make a Difference Day”
on Saturday, October 27, to highlight the Butterfly & Humming-
bird Garden. On the task day, meet at the Shinn Memorial Park
and Arboretum at 10 a. m. (1251 Peralta Blvd., Fremont). Tasks
will include fall cleanup, weeding, mulching, and planting of
wildlife friendly plant materials. The call is out for more zinnias
in fall colors of red, copper, orange, yellow, and white for the
Gazebo area.

Bring tools, gloves, binoculars and a bag lunch for a picnic
under the grand 1876-1880 trees. Meet our partners and talk
“gardening secrets.” After chores, visit the six other gardens, the
Sim Cottage, the Shinn Victorian Ranch House and possibly see
many new wintering birds.

More information from Phil at 510.538.3550, or
PAGPEG@aol.com. —PEG

Field Trips
Oct. 20, Sat., 8:30 a. m. - 3:30 p. m. Leaders, Phil and Pat

Gordon, PAGPEG@aol.com
We will meet in the Moss Landing Boat/Kayak Launch

parking lot. This is the second drive south of Jetty Rd. on SR-1.
For folks traveling north on SR-1, through Castroville then Moss
Landing; continue across the SR-1 bridge over Elkhorn Slough to
the Marina road just beyond the Mexican Pottery market on the
left (west) side, just before a Kayak Rental business road. Too far
is passing Jetty Rd. (onto which we turn west at the next stop to
enter the State Park). There is a restroom here. Late arrivals may
find us across (inland) SR-1 at a staging and parking area (Kiosk)
for the Elkhorn Slough Wildlife Reserve.

Bring lunch, bins, scopes, beverages and gear suitable for your
comfort along coastal California. Cool, drizzly weather is
possible. Trip cancellation for heavy rain or strong gale winds is
most unlikely in October, but this is California, so, be prepared.

—PEG

Road) and continue east 0.2 miles. Take the road up to the levee,
turn left and down into the Yolo Bypass. Meet in the first large
parking lot. This is just south of the Yolo Bypass Bridge, which
the parking lot is almost under. Driving time is about 1-1/2 hours
from our area.

We plan to stop at the produce stand just at the highway exit
for shade-grown coffee and restrooms beforehand. (There are
port-a-potties along the auto tour route). The auto tour route is
about a 4 mile round trip, passing several ponds. If the bypass is
flooded an alternative will be planned. —PAGPEG
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Central Valley Symposium
The 11th Annual Central Valley Birding Symposium is to be

held Nov. 15-18 in Stockton, at a new location. We’re in the
brand new Sheraton Stockton and have sole use of their Conven-
tion Center.

Our evening programs include Joe Morlan- “Digiscoping for
Fun and Science: Confessions of a Reluctant Photographer”, and
Laura Erickson’s “Owls—the Inside Story”. We have many
workshops such as, “Birding By Ear—Visually” by Arch McCal-
lum, an e-Bird primer with Brian Sullivan, and one of Jon Dunn’s
famous Bird Identification tutorials. Clay Taylor is giving a
digiscoping workshop and leading a post-Symposium field trip on
Monday the 19th. Jon Dunn is leading a gull field trip on Monday
as well.

We have programs for beginning birders and for people who
want to make their gardens bird-friendly. Test your ID skills along
with the experts at the Bird ID Panel. The Birder’s Market is full
of artists and vendors with bird and nature related items to take
your breath away (and they also take credit cards). And we’ve
planned much, much more...

For additional informaton, check the website at www.cvbs.org,
or contact Frances Oliver at hummer52@sbcglobal.net or
209.369.2010.

Come; we promise you a great time. See you there!
—Cheri Pillsbury, CVBS
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Photo Calendars 
2008 Ohlone Audubon  

Birding Class
Alice Hoch’s birding class is different because it consists of

tutoring during actual birding, rather than sitting through lectures.
Classes will bird a different site each Tuesday for five weeks from
9:30 a. m. to 12:30 p. m..

 Alice has been teaching Birding Field Trips for over 30 years,
and is an active member of Ohlone Audubon Society. Her classes
are filled with friendly, helpful people at all levels from absolute
beginner to very experienced. Many Ohlone Audubon members
have taken and are taking her classes.

 Alice’s next class begins October 30th and continues through
November 27th. She would love to have you join her. For
questions about class and to register, call Alice at 510.657.0475.
Class size is limited to 15, so register early. —AH

SFBBO Fall Challenge 2007
A team of Ohlone members will join the annual San Francisco

Bay Bird Observatory Birdathon. The “Cliffsweepers” this year
will be Phil and Pat Gordon, Steve Huckabone and Jim Ross, who
will be birding on Sunday, October 7, from 7:30 a. m. to 1 p. m.,
along the Alameda Creek watershed. Anyone wanting to accom-
pany the core team and receive the beautiful “California Birds” T-
shirt, should check out www.sfbbo.org for information how to
register directly with SFBBO. The donation for this and other half
day trips with leaders is $50. Limit 3 cars.

Sponsors may make a pledge for an amount per species seen
or heard, or a flat amount, payable by October 19 via a check
made out to SFBBO or cash, sent to Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale
Street, Hayward, CA 94541. If you wish to join the Cliffsweepers
team, call Phil at 510.538.3550 or e-mail PAGPEG@aol.com.
You will be sent an itinerary of the day.

All-day trips are available at $100.
Sponsors will be supporting the good work of a very success-

ful nonprofit research organization dedicated to conservation of
birds and their habitats, and has an active bird banding station and
educational programs. —PAG

Return Of The Boy
Paleontologists

On Friday, September 28 and Saturday, September 29 benefits
will be held for the Children’s Natural History Museum of the
Math/Science Nucleus at 4074 Eggers Drive, Fremont.

Friday Reception: Donation $75
6:30 p. m. - Wine Appetizers
7-8:00 p. m. - Herbivore Buffet
8:00 p. m. - Stories of the Boy Paleontologists: Phil, Bill,

Leonard, and Byron.
Saturday Field Trip: Donation $50
10 a. m. - Noon Sabercat Creek (Paseo Padre Blvd.), Fremont.

Includes T-shirt designed by Paleo-artist, Laura Cunningham.
Both events: $110
Further details at http:msnucleus.org; msn@msucleus.org;

510.790.6284. —PEG

Membership Update; Gifts
We are pleased that the following have joined or renewed

membership in Ohlone Audubon; Nancy Christensen, Alvin
Dokter, David Gill, Margy Hansell, Charles and Khabira Hartwig,
Sheila Mohammed, Jean-Marie Spoelman, Stan and Vicki
Stadelman, Joan D. Wehr, Anna Wilcox, and David Wilkowsky.

In addition, we give hearty thanks to Pete Gassner and Laurel
Quirk for their donations. —PAG
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS   Summer, late June–early September, 2007 
 
 

Species Date(s) No., 
etc 

Locality Obs. Remarks 

Pelagic 
Cormorant 

7/11;13 1 a. 
2-3 
ch. 

BERKELEY: Marina at 
Chavez Park 
breakwater 

BR;PEG First ALA Co. nesting. On side of a perpendicular, 
cement breakwater; nest on side pier, about 2 feet from 
top; seen from cul-de-sac at end of Spinnaker Way, 
Chicks large, but downy.  

Wood Duck 8/27 1 f. FREMONT, NILES: 
Alameda Creek 

NC Between Niles Community (Regional Trail) Park and 
Chase Ave. 

Cooper's Hawk 7/10 1 a., 
 2 ch. 

HAYWARD: West 
Winton end, Regional 
Park 

BR Also nest w/ 4 ch. in San Lorenzo Park; Breakwater Rd. 
and Enterprise, ad. screaming=nest nr.; Hesperian Blvd., 
and Skywest, lawns/trees w/ m. CoHa (possible nest).  

Peregrine 
Falcon 

8/8 1 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Seen twice catching/feeding on peep (probably Western 
Sandpiper - BR). Note: on 8/28, Prairie Falcon perched 
atop transmission tower near Interpretive Center. 

Common 
Moorhen 

7/13 1 a., 
 2 ch. 

LIVERMORE, 
Springtown 

KH Las Positas Creek, Marlin Park, near dam. 

AMERICAN 
GOLDEN 
PLOVER 

8/11 1 HAYWARD: Eden 
Landing Ecological 
Preserve 

SH Photographed w/ Black-bellied Plovers. Best guess 
identification. Pacific Golden-Plover much rarer here 
(seen 13 Aug. by P&PEG; Maui, HI). 

Snowy Plover 7/31 1 a. 1j HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g SnPl with one chick, known nester, but on flats more 
northerly and southerly. 

Semipalmated 
Plover 

8/30 ca.35
0 

HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Large number; may be a staging area for the comparable 
number often found on the OAS CBC. 

Lesser 
Yellowlegs 

8/27 1 FREMONT, NILES: 
Alameda Creek 

NC Between Niles Community (Regional Trail) Park and 
Chase Ave. 

Lesser 
Yellowlegs 

8/28 1 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Another LeYe seen near Hayward Interpretive Center 
(Breakwater Rd.). 

Willet 9/3 3300 FREMONT: Don 
Edwards NWR 

AM Estimate of group seen along Shoreline Trail, east from 
under Dumbarton Bridge, near fishing pier. This number 
nearly the same as that found for the whole shoreline on 
the OAS CBC! 

Wandering 
Tattler 

8/30 1 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Unusual, but regular (on rocks). 

Surfbird 8/30 & 
31 

2-3 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Unusual, and very rare (away from the outer coast) just a 
few years ago. 

Red Knot 7/31 # ? HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g Always special (not easily predictable, although winters 
here), 

SEMIPALMA
TED 
SANDPIPER 

7/31 1 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g Very rare migrant. 

SEMIPALMA
TED 
SANDPIPER 

8/28; 
8/29 

1 j.; 1 HAYWARD: Hayward 
Regional Shore: nr. 
Interpretive Center; 
Frank's Dump,  

BR First seen in exposed mud flat near bay (four hours after 
high tide); second seen from south side of Franks Dump 
West (near West Winton Ave.). 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS   Summer, late June–early September, 2007 
Species Date(s) No., 

etc 
Locality Obs. Remarks 

Western 
Sandpiper 

8/11 1 + HAYWARD: Eden 
Landing Ecological 
Preserve (Not yet open 
to the public) 

SH Banded: right leg green near foot, white and green on 
top; left leg blue near foot, next orange, then gold.  

BAIRD'S 
SANDPIPER 

8/8 1 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

BR Rare, but likely an annual migrant here. 

Wilson's 
Phalarope 

7/31 8 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g Migrant shorebird known to nest in NE California. 
Seven already in winter drab, but one in bright juvenile 
feathering.  

Red-necked 
Phalarope 

7/31 2 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g Arctic breeders, migrating to South America. 

Snowy Plover 8/8 42 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

PD (fide, 
BR) 

High number for here, but may be indicator of eventual 
gathering of flock of 400 that winters in nearby ELEP, 
counted during the OAS CBC. 

(California) 
Least Tern 

Nest 
Season 

2007 

70 + HAYWARD: Regional 
Shoreline nesting island 
#5 (Effluent ponds nr. 
HSIC) 

DR+v's Fledglings--49 of 55 hatched; eggs-67; a 73% success 
rate, far above 50% standard. Predation observed: 
Peregrine Falcon and California Gull. Volunteer hours 
total 1,200 (+/-34 people), who deserve many thanks! 

(California) 
Least Tern 

7/31 26 HAYWARD: Frank's 
Dump, Hayward 
Regional Shore 

RL+g Probably staging away from nesting areas, e.g., old 
Alameda Naval Airbase. 

Costa's 
Hummingbird 

to - 7/11 1 m. LIVERMORE: Vienna 
Street 

JL Fourth long-term visit in 8 years at yard feeder. 

Willow 
Flycatcher 

8/29 1 HAYWARD: West 
Winton, Hayward 
Regional Shoreline 

BR Migrant from nesting in mountain meadows (only 10th 
Aug. record--BR). Federally endangered due to habitat 
loss, montaine willows and bogs.  

Pacific-Slope 
Flycatcher 

8/29 1 HAYWARD: West 
Winton, Hayward 
Regional Shoreline 

BR   

Yellow 
Warbler 

8/29  
& 30 

4-5 HAYWARD: West 
Winton, Hayward 
Regional Shoreline 

BR Regular transient here now, but formerly fairly common 
breeder. 

Blue Grosbeak 6/8 1 m., 
1 f. 

LIVERMORE: 
Patterson Pass Rd. 

BC Continuing at this apparent breeding location, 6.10 mm. 

Grasshopper 
Sparrow 

6/8 1 LIVERMORE: 
Patterson Pass Rd. 

BC Not often reported here - good habitat..  

 

Abbreviations: a.,=adult, ch.=chick, j.=juvenile, m.=male, f.=female, Reg.=Regional, N=north(ern), W.=west(ern), BRPD=East 
Bay Regional Park District, OAS=Ohlone Audubon Society, all records are ALA Co.=Alameda County, sp.=species, spp.=species 
(plural), CBC=Christmas Bird Count, fide=information source, ca.=circa, about, nr.=near, prob.=probably, likely.w/=with, standard 
abbreviations often not translated.  
Observers: NC=Nancy Christensen, BC=William (Bill) Clark, PD=Peter Dramer, P&PG=Pat&Phil Gordon, KH=Kevin Hintsa, 
SH=Steve Huckabone, JL=Jaan Lepson, mob=many observers, BL=Robert (Bob) Lewis, AM=Amy McDonald,  DR+v's=Dave 
Reinche reporting for volunteers, BR=Bob Richmond.  
Report Observations for the period: mid-September to early October, 2007 to: Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 94541 
510.538.3550; Email: PAGPEG@aol.com 
. 

 


