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Membership Meetings
OAS has no membership meetings in July or August.  Howev-

er, you’ll want to mark your calendars for our September 4
meeting, which will be devoted to the biography of our own late
Dr. Howard Cogswell.  This meeting will be at Casa Sandoval in
Hayward.  Hope you can make it. —MLT

Officers 2007-2008
At the May Membership Meeting, we elected the following

officers by secret ballot.
President: Evelyn Cormier
Vice President: Mona Brauer
Treasurer: Helen Sowers
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary: Estrella Bibbey
Director 2010: Allen Bertillion
We salute our public spirited  Board members! —DE

Field Trip Planning Meeting
Here is your chance to help plan our field trips for the next

year, make suggestions for new locations and volunteer to become
a field trip leader. Ohlone Audubon members and friends are
invited to the Field Trips Committee planning meeting on Sunday,
July 22. Call Michael Mortensen at 510.459.8466 for details.

—MM

Field Trips
Check our website for changes and unpublished trips:

www.ohloneaudubon.org

Calendar
July 3 NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING
July 17 Board Meeting: Call Evelyn Cormier
July 22 Field Trip Committee Meeting
Aug. 7 NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Sep. 4 Membership Meeting, Hayward

ABA Code of Birding Ethics
[Edited. See http://www.americanbirding.org/abaethics.htm]
1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment.

1(a) Support the protection of important bird habitat.
1(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger, exercise

restraint and caution during observation, photography, sound recording,
or filming.

Limit the use of recordings and other methods of attracting birds,
and never use such methods in heavily birded areas, or for attracting any
species that is Threatened, Endangered, or of Special Concern, or is rare
in your local area;

Keep well back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display
areas, and important feeding sites.

Use artificial light sparingly for photography, especially close-ups.
1(c) Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, evaluate the

potential for disturbance to the bird, its surroundings, and other people
in the area, and proceed only if access can be controlled, disturbance
minimized, and permission has been obtained from private landowners.
The sites of rare nesting birds should be divulged only to the proper
conservation authorities.

1(d) Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist; otherwise keep
habitat disturbance to a minimum.
2. Respect the law, and the rights of others.

2(a) Do not enter private property without the owner’s explicit
permission.

2(b) Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads
and public areas, both at home and abroad.

2(c) Practise common courtesy in contacts with other people. Your
exemplary behavior will generate goodwill with birders and non-birders.
3. Ensure that feeders, nests, and other artificial bird envir onments

are safe.
3(a) Keep dispensers, water, and food clean, and free of decay or

disease. It is important to feed birds continually during harsh weather.
3(b) Maintain and clean nest structures regularly.
3(c) Ensure that birds are not exposed to predation from cats and

other domestic animals, or dangers posed by artificial hazards.
4. Group birding, organized or impromptu, requires special care.

Each individual in the group, in addition to the obligations spelled
out in Items #1 and #2, has responsibilities as a Group Member.

4(a) Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow birders, as well
as people participating in other legitimate outdoor activities. Freely
share your knowledge and experience, except where code 1(c) applies.
Be especially helpful to beginning birders.



22

The Kite Call July 1-August 14, 2007 Volume 42, Number 1

Janice Delfino receives Certificate 6/6/2007
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Commendations Awarded
On June 5, a cool Bay Area evening, Ohlone’s annual potluck

dinner was held in Fremont’s Shinn Historical Park. As we nailed
cloths to the picnic tables and wished we had worn thicker
clothing, we hoped for a slackening of the refrigerated wind. It
was a great relief when our hosts, the Ricciarellis, led us to
shelter from the cold wind in the lee of the house where we
enjoyed a pleasant meal before the meeting. Surrounded by
beautiful spring flowers our spirits were kept high.

Activities promoting the development and maintenance of the
Bette Wentzel Memorial Butterfly and Hummingbird Garden on
the Shinn grounds were recognized. Jim Wood, Richard Matsu-
tani, Ron Barklow, and Denise LePeilbet were recognized and
given certificates of appreciation. Denise will shortly be installed
as the new president of the Friends of Heirloom Flowers Club,
the organization responsible for the bulk of the gardening of
Shinn Historic Park. She was also presented with a “Grampa’s
Weeder” and a set of photos of her taken as she washed restored
gravel for the BWB&HBG dry creek.

A special commendation was awarded to Janice and Frank
Delfino for their effective, long-standing efforts to protect the
East Bay shoreline environment. They have spent many hours
analyzing and commenting on the activites of agencies responsi-
ble for the health of the Bay. Janice pointed out that they shared
with Phil Gordon and Bessie Cogswell the status of original,
longest-standing (ho, ho) members of OAS.

Introduction of the elective officers (see page 1) and a report
on the successful birdathon were also on the agenda. The big
news was the record $2641 raised by Team Phalaropes organized
by Pat Gordon with the financial energy of Marilyn Trabert and
the knowledge and experience of Willie Wilcox and Jean-Marie
Spoelman. [Not to minimize the knowledge and experience of Pat
and Marilyn.]The masculine team finished in their usual position,
close runners-up.   —PEG/DE

Class at Castro Valley Adult
School

Starting the week of Sep. 10-14, on Friday mornings up to 40
students will study Birds of The Bay Area on field trips; on
Monday evenings up to 50 students can study The Natural History
of Birds. Offered by the Castro Valley Adult School Costing just
$16 for seniors, $27 for younger enthusiasts, the classes are led by
Phil Gordon. More information can be obtained by calling
510.886.1000 or visiting www.cvadult.org.

I’m grateful for all the OAS members who came and support-
ed me with the new class! —PEG.

Conservation News
Newark Ar ea 3 & 4 Draft Environmental Impact Report

Analysis by Janice & Frank Delfino (paraphrased)
Historically, Area 4 in Newark west of the Union Pacific

Railroad was mostly wetlands with duck clubs and vernal pools. 
Although repeated disking has destroyed most of the wetland
vegetation, one deep pool remains.  There is a remnant slough that
connects with Mowry Slough along with numerous flood control
channels.  There is concern about which jurisdiction would
maintain the levees along Mowry Slough. 

If the proposed golf course is built there would need to be a
treatment source for the chemicals before the water runoff enters
Mowry Slough, a major Harbor Seal resting, feeding, and pupping
site. Shorebirds and waterfowl are also found in this area.  Area 4
is a sensitive wildlife habitat and  most of it should remain as
open space.

Power Plants in Hayward
(paraphrased from Hayward Daily Review Editorial)

 On Wednesday evening, June 6, approximately 100 people
packed the Hayward City Council Chambers to attend a public
hearing conducted by the California Energy Commission regard-
ing the possible building of two power plants on the Hayward
shoreline.  The first, the Russell City power plant was proposed
several years ago by Calpine, but the Calpine ran out of money. 
They are now back with essentially the same proposal as before. 

The second one was somewhat a stealth proposal. Tierra
Energy had laid much of the ground work before the City of
Hayward or the citizens had heard about it.  Of the two, the Tierra
proposal is the most cause for concern because it would be used
only when there is a drain on the energy supply and as such is not
held to as strict an air quality standard as the other plant.  The
proposals say they will buy credits to offset the dirty air, but that
doesn’t make the quality of life and health issues any more
palatable for East  Bay residents.

SF Bay Conservation Coordinator for California Audubon. 
Mike Perlmutter has been brought on board at the Emeryville

office of Audubon California to coordinate all the projects going
on around the San Francisco Estuary. In  addition to the South
Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project, The Army Corps of Engineers
and U. S Geological Survey are doing  a study of the entire
estuary shoreline.  There are projects going on in the North Bay as
well, so this will be a challenging job. We look forward to his
leadership in this post. —EC

A.  Terns

B.  Plovers

C.  Dowitchers

D.  Turnstones

E.  Phalaropes

FF.  Circling round and round picking up food floating or
swimming by

GG. Plunge-diving into water for fish near enough to the
surface

HH. Running around picking food off of the ground surface
I I .  Flipping seaweed or rocks over for crawling food
JJ.  Drilling into sand or mud to feel worms/clams and

grabbing them

Match these birds to their feeding (strategy)

A::GG; B::HH; C::JJ; D::II; E::FF
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California eBird Unites
Birders, Citizens, and
Scientists for Conservation

A premier online bird observation program has been devel-
oped for birders and citizens in California!  Audubon California,
PRBO Conservation Science, and Cornell Lab of Ornithology
have partnered to create California eBird, www.ebird.org/
California, a real-time online bird observation checklist program
tailored for use by Californians.  eBird has revolutionized the way
that people can report and access information about birds.
California eBird provides a quick and easy way for birders,
citizens, and scientists to enter their bird observations into a
common database accessible to those working to protect and
restore habitats for birds in California.

Launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
National Audubon Society, the eBird program provides scientists
with rich data sources for basic information on the number and
distribution of birds across large geographic scales and through-
out time. For citizens and birders, eBird provides on-line birding
checklists to keep track of your observations at multiple sites,
accessible at any time from your home computer.  Bird sightings
are safely stored in Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s database.

California eBird adds information specific to California to the
standard eBird site.  With this site, we hope to encourage more
birders, students, citizens, and scientists to contribute bird
sightings through eBird.  This will help us learn more about bird
distribution and abundance throughout the state. If you are
looking for a place to make bird observations, we encourage you
to select one of the Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in California,
learn more about the site, keep track of your sightings, and enter
your records (for a list of IBAs go to www.ca.audubon.org/iba).
Or, you can choose your own favorite birding site or “hot spot”
using the interactive Google maps provided. We have added
California habitat types so that you can provide information on
the kinds of habitats you are birding in. You can also select any
IBA site and learn about the birds others have seen at the site,
times of year, abundances, and more. With your help, we can
begin to paint a complete picture of how birds are distributed
across the diverse California landscape and track what changes
may be occurring in the future.

Visit the California eBird website (www.ebird.org/California)
to read timely information on birds and birding news in California
and try entering some bird data!

Contact Information: Andrea Jones, Audubon California: 805-
772-1991, ajones@audubon.org Melissa Pitkin, PRBO Conserva-
tion Science: 707-781-2555 ext. 307, mpitkin@prbo.org

Bird Video Website
Phil Gordon forwarded the email from which the next

paragraph was extracted. I visited this site and enjoyed some of
the videos. Most are of birds. Some featherless quadrupeds are
allowed—there’s a tabby in the Predator section and a squirrel
eating corn off a cob impaled on a fence in some other section. I
can recommend the site. —DE

I am contacting the local Audubon Societies about our
new service. We have just finished a site that you and your
members might be interested in. Birdcinema.com is a place
for people to post many different types of bird videos. Our
goal with this site is to provide a community of people who
love birds, domestic and wild. We hope both amateurs and
professionals will come to the site and share their bird
videos and a little about the bird, the video, or whatever else
they feel is relevant. With the help of professionals such as
yourself we will be able to make this site educational and
informative. Submission of videos is simple: upload the
videos just as you would upload a YouTube video. We are
looking forward to seeing some of your members’ videos on
birdcinema.com.

http://www.birdcinema.com/
David Garcia
Creative Director
ACR International llc
801.235.9958

Baird’s Sandpiper September 2006
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NASA Lasers and IbWo
The swamps of Arkansas have been mapped with a NASA

laser to find likely areas for Ivory-billed Woodpecker nests. The
“LADAR” maps help researchers determine features like thick-
ness of the ground vegetation and tree-leaf density to understand
the habitat in which the woodpeckers nest or nested. They were
used in western forests previously to map endangered species
habitats. Source:
http://www.nasa.gov/vision/earth/everydaylife/woodpecker.html

New or Renewing Members:
Welcome to the following new and renewing members.
Sally Arney, Mike Azevedo, Debra Bedford, Hans and Val

Bogdanus, John Bradley, Bruce Brown, Bob Carcot, Art and Jan
Carey, Barbara Correa, Allen Frawley, Lillian Fujii, Barbara
Hakala, Dennis A. Johnson, Pat Kite, Charles and Khabira Hart-
wig, Henriette Klein, Lois and Harry Lutz, John Marshall,Susan
Mayfield, Jo McLellan, Dina Oakes, Pam Ochoa, Marie Ross,
Nancie Ryan, Jana Sokale, Karen White, James Wood,  Jennifer
Young,

Also, thank you to the following for donations to our annual
appeal:

Mike Azevado, John Marshall, Susan Mayfield, Jana Sokale,
Jennifer Young. —PAG
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS    Spring, mid-Apr. - early June 2007 
 
 

Species DATE No., LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
White-faced 

Ibis 
5/9 16 HAYWARD: 

Shoreline 
Interpretive Center 

BR Flyovers.  Bob later reported an ibis that is likely the rare eastern 
species, GLOSSY IBIS, seen in ALA Co. once before. To 
date, only 3-4 state-accepted records.  

Mute Swan 6/4 1 ad. MORAGA: Upper 
San Leandro Res., 
CC Co. 

PEG 
+cvc 

Lone swan in EBMUD lake seen from shore near Valle Vista 
Stage Area. (See WoDu below.) 

Wood Duck 6/4 3-4 pr. MORAGA: Upper 
San Leandro Res., 
CC Co. 

PEG 
+cvc 

Six individual WoDu's swimming and/or flying in upper portion 
of San Leandro Reservoir. Several WoDu nest boxes seen. 

Bald Eagle 4/22 1 ad. 2 
yng 

MILPITAS: 
Calaveras Rd.,  
SCl Co. 

PAG, 
WW, 
JMS, 
MT 

Nest w/ chicks at eye level on Power Pole. One of best birds for 
Phalaropes Team, OAS Spring Bird-A-Thon 2007. Total=132 
species. 

Merlin 4/13 1 HAYWARD: 
Landing nr. 
Shoreline  

BR Only the second for April. 

Red Knot 5/9 150 HAYWARD: 
Landing, at 
shoreline 

BR Flying north –will migrate soon, but at night. 

Least Tern 5/9 18 HAYWARD: 
Landing, at 
shoreline 

BR Including 12 flying together over S.F. Bay. 

Eurasian 
Collared-
dove 

3/22 1 HAYWARD: Eden 
Landing in 
residence area 

PEG Perched on telephone wire w/ Morning Dove near wildlife 
exclusion moat (nw. corner). New species for ALA Co., 
thought to have arrived from FL via se. CA counties. 

Eurasian 
Collared-
dove 

5/26 2 LIVERMORE: 
Murrieta Well, 
Mines Rd. 

AE & 
VB 

Found earlier by A.E. as the first ALA Co. record. (Date?)  

Greater 
Roadrunner 

4/29 1 SAN LUIS 
RES.:Basalt 
Camp. Rd., MER 
Co. 

PEG, 
FW, 
RB, 
MM 

Not totally unexpected because hills here are within the historic 
San Joaquin Desert. Found by Kingfishers Team, OAS Spring 
Bird-A-Thon 2007. Total=124 species. 

Olive-sided 
Flycatcher 

mid-
April   

heard 
only 

HAYWARD: 1922 
Hillsdale St. 

PEG First heard since ca.1996. Many being seen or heard in East Bay 
this year. Note: Northern Mockingbird sang imitation for 2-3 
years after OSFl left. 

Western 
Wood-
Pewee 

5/9 3 HAYWARD: 
W.Winton 

BR In parking lot trees at Hayward Regional Shoreline. None found 
between 2000 and 2005; 1 in 2006.  Rare away from riparian 
trees. 

Western 
Kingbird 

4/12 3 HAYWARD: Garin 
RP, West Parklot 

JS Unusual number on a fence at this location. 

Western 
Kingbird 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
Regional 
Shoreline 

BR, 
PD, 
M? 

Mt. Trashmore (just north of Cogswell Marsh). 

Warbling 
Vireo 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
W.Winton 

BR Migrating to nest in some riparian spot. 

Purple Martin 4/13 1 HAYWARD: 
Shoreline 

BR Only second record here. 

Bank 
Swallow 

3/25 1-2 HAYWARD: 
Shoreline Effluent 
ponds 

BR Rare migrant; with 5 other species! Note: within 3 weeks all 7 
species of CA. swallows were seen at Hayward Shoreline! (A 
Grand Slam if all seen in 1 day.) 

Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 

ca. 5/31 1 HAYWARD: East, 
nr. Kelly Hill 

DB First in yard. Feeding at peanut feeder. Very local outside of 
small population in Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland. Has nested 
on nearby D St. in Hayward.  

Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
W.Winton 

BR Migrant, but nests away from shore, esp. in riparian habitat. 

Brown 
Creeper 

5/23 1 ad. HAYWARD: 1922 
Hillsdale St. 

PEG Returned (to NEST?) and sang (as Howard Cogswell always 
said, "tree, tree, I'm on a tree.") 

Swainson's 
Thrush 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
Franks Dump East 

BR Trees. 



25

The Kite Call July 1-August 14 Volume 42, Number 1

FIELD OBSERVATIONS    Spring, mid-Apr. - early June 2007 
 

Species DATE No., LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
Nashville 

Warbler 
5/9 1 HAYWARD: 

W.Winton 
BR Fifth spring record here (BR). 

Yellow 
Warbler 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
Franks Dump East 

BR None between spring 2000 and 2006.  

Yellow-
breasted 
Chat 

4/28 1 LIVERMORE: 
Veteran's/Del 
Valle Park 

PAG, 
MM 

Seen while calling by trail to dam and reservoir near bridge over 
Del Valle Creek; during Bird-A-Thon preview. Bird-not found 
during B.A.T.- of course! 

Western 
Tanager 

5/9 1 m. HAYWARD: 
Franks Dump East 

BR Trees. 

Western 
River 
Cruiser  

5/22 1 m. FREMONT: Shinn 
Park 

PEG First dragonfly (Macromia magnifica) I.D'd here. A species 
rarely seen perched (hanging straight down). Usually a big, 
fast-flying dark blur with yellow saddles on upper segments.  

Black-headed 
Grosbeak 

5/9 3 HAYWARD: 
W.Winton 

BR Including one at Grant Ave., San Lorenzo. 

Blue 
Grosbeak 

4/15; 
5/27 

1 m. LIVERMORE: 
Patterson Pass Rd. 

RC & 
AE; 
VB 

Male (first this year) has again arrived at this rare-for-ALA Co. 
nesting site. Also, 5/27 (AE & VB). Both at 6.10mm. 

Lazuli 
Bunting 

5/9 1 imm. HAYWARD: 
W.Winton 

BR Rare away from hills. 

Yellow-
headed 
Blackbird 

3/25 1 m. HAYWARD: Depot 
Rd. (west end) 

BR Very rare here. Seen near pond. 

Hooded 
Oriole 

6/5 1 m. FREMONT: Shinn 
Historic Park 

PEG Territorial calls from redwood treetop. Nests in yard plantings of 
tall CA Fan Palms near OAS Butterfly & Hummingbird 
Garden. 

Purple Finch 5/22 1 m. HAYWARD: East, 
nr. Kelly Hill 

DB First seen here; singing. Recently, numbers reduced in many 
local Hayward areas, male seen at PEG's home 6/7/07. 

Lawrence's 
Goldfinch 

5/9 1 HAYWARD: 
Franks Dump East 

BR  In trees east of dump on W. Winton. Three records, second this 
year. (BR). 

 

Abbreviations: m.=male, f.=female, pr.=pair, yng.=nestlings, n.=north(ern), w.=west(ern), RP or EBRPD=East Bay  
EBMUD=East Bay Municipal Utility District, C.V.=Castro Valley, FL=Florida, camp.=campground, ALA Co=Alameda County, 
CC Co.=Contra Costa County, SCL Co.=Santa Clara County, MER Co.=Merced County (all other records, Alameda county), 
cyn=canyon, sp.=species, spp.=species (plural), ad.=adult, fide=information source, ca.=circa, about, mm=mile marker, nr.=near, 
w/=with, standard abbreviations often not translated. 

Observers: RB=Rick Baker, VB=Vern Bothwell, DB=Debbi Brusco, RC=Rich Cimino, PD=Peter Dramer, EBRPD, AE=Art 
Edwards, PEG=Phil E. Gordon, PAG=Pat A. Gordon, M?=Mark, EBRPD, MM=Michael Mortensen, BR=Bob Richmond, JS=Judi 
Sierra, JMS=Jean Marie Spoelman, WW=Anna "Willie" Wilcox, FW=Fred Wolin, c=class, g=oas trip group.  
Note: bird 4-letter acronyms follow the afore written full name; ex. Sharp-shinned hawk = ssha. (hlc system) 

Note: Unfortuately, not all records submitted can be shown. Space and criteria determine those chosen. Please continue your great 
input. We will continue to try to include a fair representation of our remarkable avifauna sightings. 

Report observations for the period of June-August 2007 to: Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 94541; Phone 
510.538.3550; or E-mail: pagpeg@aol.com. PEG  

 

Knowledge Resources
Sometimes you’ve just got to know. That’s why Al Gore

invented the internet. Of course, by its nature, the internet has a
high noise to information ratio as a closely related “techie” puts it.
I have found a couple of sites that look reliable, listed here.

Searchable Ornithological Research Ar chive:
http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/

SORA has links to the archives of scholarly journals, maga-
zines, government agencies and conservation organizations. The
journals can be searched. I asked for “Ivory Woodpecker” and got

465 instances. I didn’t follow any of them.
Art Edwards’ Mines Road guide:

http://fog.ccsf.cc.ca.us/~jmorlan/ala1.htm
This milepost by milepost record of many years’ birding

forays is essential for the first hundred or so trips along this road
through California upland habitats.

Cornell’ s Birdsource: http://www.birdsource.org/
Go here to see the data from Cornell’s citizen science projects

or to join and make your reports.
Most sites have lists of links, but start from a site you trust and

keep your protective software up to date. —DE


