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Calendar
Jan. 2 Membership Meeting, Fremont
Jan. 6 Beginner Birdwalk, DESFBNWR
Jan. 16 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier

Deadline for 2/15-3/31 Kite Call Submissions
Jan. 27 Sutter Buttes Raptors
Feb. 6 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton
Feb. 17/18Sacramento Valley Refuges
Feb. 24 Tri-Valley Hot Spots

Membership Meetings
Date: January 2 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Carlton Plaza of Fremont

3800 Walnut Avenue
Topic: The Sex Lives of Birds
Presenter: Lisa Myers

As birdwatchers we spend much of our time learning the
different species and their field marks with the goal of going out in
the field to find our target birds.  But one bird topic we seldom
discuss centers around the topic of sex. While most of us fully
appreciate the many breeding plumages that help us identify a
species, we often don’t understand the other changes that take
place which allow birds to breed and continue their species.
During Lisa’s program we’ll look at this topic, one that many
birders may be a little shy about discussing.  How do the different
birds continue their species? Do birds have sex? Some males have
many different mates, but did you know that some females do
too? Some birds are considered “promiscuous” while others mate
for life. Who helps with the child rearing and who leaves town?
There are all kinds of fancy words to describe the details behind
avian procreation and copulation, and we’ll cover quite a few, but
we’ll also have fun as we incorporate a little humor into what for
some is a delicate subject!

Lisa Myers is an avid birdwatcher and owner of Let’s Go
Birding.  Lisa teaches birding courses throughout the Bay Area
and leads trips all over Central California with the goal of encour-
aging more people to watch birds.  Lisa also works part time for

Cheesemans’ Ecology Safaris and is Vice President of the Board of
Directors for the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory.

To reach Carlton Plaza of Fremont, take I-880 to the Mowry
Ave. off-ramp, then Mowry east (inland) to Fremont Blvd. Turn
right on Fremont Blvd., then left on Walnut. The Carlton Plaza is
on Walnut between Fremont Blvd. and Paseo Padre Pkwy.
Date: February 6 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Pleasanton Middle School,

5001 Case Avenue, Room 801
(Not the usual library meeting room)

Presenter: Bob Lewis
Topic: Birdlife of Many Colors from the Rainbow Nation:

Birding Travel in South Africa
Bob Lewis will present a digital slide show of his recent trip to

South Africa. It will include numerous images of birds and of
many other creatures he and his wife Hanno encountered during
three weeks in the fall of 2006. From Limpopo to the Western
Cape, from elephants to dormice, from penguins to weavers–
please join us and enjoy the wildlife of South Africa.

Bob is a longtime birding instructor at Albany Adult School,
the Education Chair for Golden Gate Audubon Society, co-
compiler of the Oakland Christmas Count, and an enthusiastic
global birder and photographer. He and Hanno have traveled in
North and South America, Europe and Asia, Africa, Australia and
Oceania in search of feathered wonders.

To reach Pleasanton Middle School, take I-680 toward
Pleasanton. Exit at Bernal Avenue and head east on Bernal to Case
Avenue. Turn right on Case. The school is located on the right.
Meet in Room 801 (not the library). Look for signs. —MLT

Bring your cup to enjoy tea, coffee or punch with snacks after
membership meeting programs. —MB

Sandhill Crane Views
 A unique part of this year’s OAS trip was the DFG docent-led

tour to the hidden part of the Isenberg Preserve where we relaxed
in a blind and watched the cranes return to roost under a full
moon. We saw sparrows, ducks, geese, ibis and swans as well as
cranes.. The tours continue through February. More information
is at  http://www.dfg.ca.gov/reg2/shcranetour/. —DE
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Field Trips
Jan. 6, Sat., 9:00 to Noon, Beginning Bird Watching at Don

Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge.
Leader: Bill Scoggins, 510.581.5186

If you’re new to bird watching or birding, then this is a great
place to start viewing these fascinating creatures. The Don
Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge spans open
bay, salt pond, salt marsh, mudflat, upland and vernal pool
habitats located throughout south San Francisco Bay. Located
along the Pacific Flyway, the Refuge hosts over 280 species of
birds each year. Millions of shorebirds and waterfowl stop to
refuel at the Refuge during the spring and fall migration. The
Refuge provides critical habitat to resident species like the
endangered California clapper rail and salt marsh harvest mouse.
Beginners are welcome as are birders of all skill levels.

Directions: From Highway 84 (at the east end of the Dumbar-
ton Bridge), exit at Thornton Avenue. Travel south on Thornton
Avenue for 0.8 miles to the Refuge entrance on the right. Turn
right into the Refuge and follow Marshlands Road to the stop
sign. Turn left into the parking lot. Please meet in the parking lot.

Hard rain cancels.  Easy to moderate walking, but not entirely
wheelchair accessible.

Jan. 27, Sat., 9:00 a. m. Wintering Raptors of Sutter Buttes.
Leader: TBA, 510.459.8466 or check ohloneaudubon.org $

In the morning we will drive on West Butte Road looking for
Golden Eagles, falcons, Ferruginous and Rough-legged Hawks
and Mountain Bluebirds. At nearby Gray Lodge we will eat lunch
then observe geese and ducks in the afternoon—Eurasian
Wigeon is a possibility. Bring water, snacks, and lunch; there are
NO rest rooms on this trip until we get to Gray Lodge.

Meet in the town of Sutter at Munger’s Market located at the
corner of South Butte Road and Acacia Road. Reach Sutter by
going east on I-80 to Davis, then go north on SR-113 turning left
on SR-20 (near Yuba City), then right on Acacia Road to South
Butte Rd. Sutter is about 7 miles west of Yuba City. An alternate
route is to take I-5 to Sacramento, go north on SR-99. At Yuba City
take SR-20 west to right on Acacia Road and South Butte Road.
Hard rain cancels. Gray Lodge has a $2.50 entrance fee. Almost all
is birding from car; all probably wheel chair accessible.

Feb. 17-18, Sat & Sun., 8:30 a. m., Sacramento Valley Refuges,
Leader: Phil Gordon, 510.538.3550

This time we’re going north. Check the next The Kite Call for
details of our annual jaunt to find geese, swans and ducks in the
Central Valley.

Feb. 24. Sat., 8:30 a. m., Tri-Valley Hot Spots, Leader: Rich
Cimino. 925.462.6418

We will visit the Pleasanton Cemetery the newly created
detention ponds near I-680, Pleasanton Ridge RP, the Zone 7 fish
ladders on Arroyo Las Positas , and finish in Livermore, birding
the Springtown Preserve area located north of I-580.

Look for details in the Feb. 15-Mar. 31 Kite Call. —MM

Appeal Letter
Recently, members and friends of Ohlone Audubon have

received our annual appeal letter. This is our major request for
money for the entire year, It helps us undertake all the programs,
field trips, projects, and conservation efforts we are committed to.
Your generous support in the past has enabled Ohlone to
accomplish many goals and we have many more this year. We
thank you so much for your continued generosity and it goes
without saying that none of our efforts would be possible without
your contributions. —EC

Rave Book Reviews
In the November/December 2006 issue of  Birding, the

American Birding Association magazine, two books, Raptors of
California and Introduction to California Condors, receive rave
reviews. The first, by Hans and Pam Peeters, members of Ohlone
Audubon, is described as “an extensive and authoritative
compendium of raptor behavior, ecology and conservation” with
“vivid artwork.” The reviewer describes the second as “in-depth,
up-to-date, and exceptionally readable and enjoyable.”

Check the sales table for these and other books. — ME

Conservation
Pleasanton Ridge

Pleasanton Ridge will have 103 more acres, more trails and a
waterfall thanks to a $200,000 grant from the Alameda County
Board of Supervisors. The money will be used for the purchase of
the Tehan property. Improved access will provide a future
connection to the Calaveras Ridge Regional Trail, which will pass
through Pleasanton ridge as it runs between Sunol and Las
Trampas regional wilderness parks.

Environmental wins and losses from the November 7 election
¨ At the national level, election results saw the defeat of

some foes of the environment. The Endangered Species Act, The
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the national forests have
been given at least a two year reprieve.

¨ At the state level, among other things, Proposition 84, the
Land and Water Initiative passed.

¨ At the local level issues did not fare as well. Measure K,
the Fremont attempt to protect the open space abutting Coyote
Hills went down to defeat. And in Castro Valley, Measure Q, an
attempt to preserve about 25 acres of open space, also lost.—EC

Audubon Calendars
This is your last chance to pick up a 2007 Audubon calendar

to hang on your wall. Each has beautiful birds, photographed in
gorgeous color and space for important appointments.—ME

Fremont Birding Class
Alice Hoch’s birding class is different because it consists of

tutoring during actual birding, rather than sitting through lectures.
The classes will bird different sites on Tuesdays for 5 weeks from
9:30 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. Alice has been teaching Birding Field Trips
for over 30 years and is an active member of Ohlone Audubon
Society. Her classes are filled with friendly, helpful people at all
skill levels—absolute beginner to very experienced. Many Ohlone
Audubon members have taken and are taking her classes. We
would love to have you join us. Alice’s next Birding Field Trips
class begins January 9th and continues through February 6th.

Questions about class and to register: Call Alice at
510.657.0475. Class size is limited to 15, so register early. —AH
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John Bradley
Rich Cimino interviewed the Ohlone member and Deputy

Project Leader at the San Francisco Bay NWR in Fremont, CA.
RC: John, what was your career path to a management role at

the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Complex?
JB: I started with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1990 in

the Service’s Laguna Niguel Ecological Services Field Office, in
the field, doing winter shorebird surveys from San Diego to
Ventura; and in the office, analyzing field data from Edwards Air
Force Base related to impacts of the Atlas missile testing program
on the  Desert Tortoise. Beginning in 1991, for four years I was
part of a multi-public agency/private development planning effort
to develop a habitat conservation plan for the Stevens Kangaroo
Rat and several other key species including the Quino Checker-
spot butterfly and Delhi Sands Flower-loving Fly. For another 3
years I worked with the U.S. Marines at Camp Pendleton on a
conservation plan for the Least Bell’s Vireo, Southwestern Arroyo
Toad, Western Willow Flycatcher, California Least Tern and
Western Snowy Plover. This was done as a “consultant” with the
Marine Corps per Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. At the
same time I was responsible for coordinating the Section 7
consultation efforts of a fast growing Ecological Services field
office. In 1998 I did a 6-month detail with the Southern California
Association of Governments, assisting with their Regional
Transportation Plan. I used geographic information system (GIS)
tools to analyze potential impacts from transportation projects
proposed over a 20 year planning horizon. Not long after this
assignment, I transferred to the National Wildlife Refuge program
in 1999, becoming the manager of the Seal Beach NWR, a unit of
the San Diego NWR Complex. Between 1989 and 1996 my wife,
Becky, and I had spent many a weekend at the refuge monitoring
Light-footed Clapper Rails during their nesting season. So taking
on this refuge was like “coming home.” After nearly 5 years at the
refuge, managing habitat for California Least Tern, Light-footed
Clapper Rail, and Belding’s Savanna Sparrow, working with the
Navy (Seal Beach NWR is an “overlay” refuge on a naval
weapons station) and the refuge’s dynamic Friends group, I
accepted the position of Deputy Manager for the San Francisco
refuge complex after Thanksgiving, 2004.

RC: How big is Don Edwards NWR?
JB: The Don Edwards’ refuge contains over 30,000 acres,

mostly composed of salt ponds, both in and out of production.
The refuge was established in the early 1970’s at the urging, as
your members know, of many citizens who were advocating for
the restoration of the San Francisco Bay estuary and the preser-
vation of open space and wildlife habitat around its rapidly
dwindling perimeter. The Service’s policy regarding the acquisi-
tion of refuge land is to buy from willing sellers. While the refuge
currently covers some 30,000 acres, the official acquisition
boundary (approved by Congress) for the Don Edwards’ S.F. Bay
NWR encompasses almost 45,000 acres. There are several small
and large parcels that are still needed to “complete” the refuge.
You may not know that the Don Edwards’ refuge was established
as a Refuge Complex in the early 1980’s, largely the result of an
effort in the Service to create efficiencies. The S.F. Bay NWR
Complex includes six other refuges besides the Don Edwards’.
They are: Farallon NWR, Marin Islands NWR, San Pablo Bay
NWR, Antioch Dunes NWR, Salinas River NWR and Ellicott
Slough NWR. We have a permanent office and staff in the North

Bay that focus their efforts on the Marin, San Pablo Bay and
Antioch Dunes NWRs, as well as at the Navy’s Alameda Wildlife
Refuge. Operations and maintenance for the remaining refuges are
directly coordinated from the Complex headquarters in Fremont.
The Complex currently contains over 45,000 acres of wildlife
habitat and will undoubtedly grow to over 50,000 acres.

RC: What is your specific area of responsibility?
JB: As the deputy project leader, I am responsible for the day-

to-day operations of the Complex. This includes overseeing our
administrative staff who address a wide range of duties. I also
supervise and work closely with the refuge managers at all the
refuges except the Don Edwards and Farallons. The maintenance
team also falls in my bailiwick. Whenever Mendel Stewart, the
Project Leader, is not around, then he relies on me and the rest of
the management team to address whatever issues come up. And
this is the busiest office I’ve ever worked in.

RC: What personal goal(s) do you want to accomplish here?
JB: I would like to see substantial progress made on the great

restoration projects happening during my tenure. These include
the Bair Island and the more extensive south Bay salt pond
restorations, and the 4000-acre Cullinan Ranch restoration along
State Route 37 in the North Bay. Replacement and/or renovation
of our quarter-century old Complex facilities is on my list . I want
to see a more diverse public actively engaged in refuge programs.
I want to empower staff and partners with the tools they need to
accomplish our common goals.

RC: Do you have a favorite birding patch in California?
JB: I have two favorite spots around my new home in the Bay

Area: first is my front patio in the mornings where last winter I
was treated to white-throated sparrows; and second, the habitat
outside my office window where last spring I enjoyed a family of
western scrub jays (and gray foxes).

RC: Is birding a professional pursuit or a hobby for you?
JB: For me, it’s both. It was partly the birding skills I learned

from members of a local Audubon chapter and their field trips that
landed me a job with the Fish and Wildlife Service. Skills I still get
to use at work as in high-tide clapper rail counts and midwinter
aerial waterfowl surveys. And as in any profession, there’s always
more to learn, and I love to study. As for a hobby, well, I find
birding extremely challenging and satisfying. And I (with my wife
Becky) spend a great deal of free time outside, with binoculars in
hand, wondering about birds and enjoying the connection they
give us to our planet. —RC

Bette Wentzel Library
In January, apropos the topic, the following books will be on

display at the membership meeting. The Life of Birds, David
Attenborough, 1998; Life Histories of North American Birds of
Prey, Arthur Cleveland Bent, 1938; Bird Song and Bird Behavior,
Donald J. Borror, 1972; The Nesting Season, Helen Cruickshank,
1979; The Birder’s Handbook, Paul Ehrlich, D.S. Dobkin & D.
Wheye, 1988, and, The Life of Birds, 4th ed., Joel Carl Welty, 1982.

At the February membership meeting, after you learn about
birds and other wildlife in Botswana, drop by the library table to
check out Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa, 6th ed., Gordon
Lindsay Maclean, 1993, or, Newman’s Birds of Southern Africa,
Kenneth Newman, 1983

A complete listing of the library, by subject, is available on
Ohlone’s website, http://OhloneAudubon.org. For additional
information, call Margaret at 925.443.3073. - ME


