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Calendar
Oct. 3 Membership Meeting, San Leandro
Oct. 14 Cogswell Memorial Celebration, Cogswell Marsh
Oct. 15 New Chicago Marsh, Alviso
Oct. 17 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier

Deadline for Nov. 15-Dec. 31 Kite Call
Oct. 28 Brushy Peak Regional Preserve
Nov.  5 San Mateo County Coast
Nov.  7 Membership Meeting, Hayward

Membership Meetings
Date: October 3 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Bethel Community Church  (NEW LOCATION!)

14235 Bancroft Avenue, San Leandro
Topic: Birds and Habitats of Point Reyes
Presenter:David Wimpfeimer

Point Reyes National Seashore, adjacent habitats, and
ranchlands around Tomales Bay are some of the best birding
areas in the country.  A wide variety of habitats — from lush fir
and bay forests to freshwater ponds and salt marsh estuary to the
coast—create a varied mosaic.  Birds are wonderfully diverse,
from raptors high overhead, to forest woodpeckers, to ocean
beaches for plovers, sandpipers and peeps, and the estuaries for
ducks, grebes, egrets and herons.  This rich landscape also
attracts a large number of uncommon or rare species.  David
Wimpfheimer will present a slide program on the birds of Point
Reyes with a special focus on fall migration. David is a biologist
and a professional naturalist with a passion for birds and the
natural history of California. His seasoned focus and knowledge
are always enjoyable.  Let David guide you with a beautiful visual
presentation of his own photography.

To get to Bethel Community Church:  From Hayward go north
on Mission/E. 14th St.  One block past 150th turn right onto
Bancroft.  Continue .7 mile to 14235 Bancroft.  From Oakland go
east on I-580.  Take the Dutton Ave/ Estudillo exit.  Take Mac-
Arthur to Estudillo where you will turn right.  Follow Estudillo to
Bancroft and turn left.  Continue 1.2 mile to the church.

Date: November 7 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Casa Sandoval  (NEW LOCATION!)

1200 Russell Way, Hayward
Topic: Birds of Montana
Presenter:Ed Harper

Montana—renowned as “The Big Sky Country”—is known to
everyone who travels within its expansive borders as a friendly,
inviting state with spectacular scenery, impressive and wide-
spread mammals, and abundant and varied bird life.  Montana is a
must for those who delight in nature.  To find out more, meet Ed
Harper whose passion for Montana is matched only by his
photographs.  A Montana native, his roots run deep and his
interests in birds and wildlife were kindled by growing up on a
ranch just north of Yellowstone National Park. He first started
leading tours in the Big Sky Country in 1980 for the Massachu-
setts Audubon Society with the late Jim Lane.  In addition to still
leading tours in Montana through his company Sandpiper
Journeys, he has been doing annual breeding bird surveys both
in California and Montana since 1975.  He has taught many field
ornithology courses over the years and has been a keynote
speaker for many birding festivals.  Having grown up near
Bozeman, Montana, Ed still spends extensive time there each
year.  Although now retired from teaching mathematics at Ameri-
can River College in Sacramento, Ed is ever the teacher and will be
sharing some of his insights about birds, their natural history, and
the special places where they can be found in Montana.  It is an
evening you won’t want to miss!

To get to Casa Sandoval:  From Livermore, take I-580 to first
Castro Valley exit.  Turn left on Castro Valley Blvd, then left on
Grove Way at the first intersection (Grove Way/ Crow Canyon
Rd)).  Continue on Grove to Redwood Rd and turn left on
Redwood (becomes “A” St.)   Turn right on 2nd. It’s one block to
the corner of 2nd and Russell.  From Oakland, take I-580 south to
Hayward 238/Foothill Blvd exit.  Continue straight ahead as street
becomes Foothill.  Continue on Foothill to Russell and make a left.
on Russell Way to corner of 2nd.   From Fremont, take I-880 north
to Jackson.  Turn right (east) on Jackson to Foothill and turn left.
Go about 5 blocks to Russell Way and turn right. —MLT

Bring your cup to enjoy snacks and coffee socially after the
program. —MB
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Cogswell Memorial
A Memorial and Celebration of Life for Dr. Howard Cogswell

will take place on October 14th, beginning at10:00 a. m., at the
Cogswell Marsh, along the Hayward Shoreline. This will be an
opportunity for all to honor this great yet modest man, and to
share our stories and fond memories. A birdwalk through
Howard's marsh and environs will follow. Binoculars, rather than
black, will be de rigeur. Save the date.

Terry Preston (mtmpreston@comcast.net) or Debbie Viess
(amanitarita@sbcglobal.net). —DV

Festivals
We are lucky to have two excellent November birding events

nearby in San Joaquin County.
The Sandhill Crane Festival will be in Lodi, November 3-5.

Call 209.367.7840 or visit www.lodichamber.com for more informa-
tion about this great family festival.

The Central Valley Birding Symposium has a reputation for
top notch field trips, speakers and vendor lobby. It is scheduled
for November 16-19 in Stockton. The website, CVBS.org has
complete information.

Field Trips

Nov. 5, Sunday, 8:00 a. m., San Mateo County Coast and Phipps
Ranch,  Leaders:  Pat & Phil Gordon,  510.538.3550

We will meet at the James V. Fitzgerald Marine Reserve parking
lot, Moss Beach.  Many wintering birds will have arrived along
our coast, and fall migrants will still be passing through.  We will
travel CA-1 about 28 miles, at least as far as Pescadero Beach and
Dunes, including a stop at the Phipps Ranch on Pescadero Creek,
hoping to again find some excellent birds in the alders by the
creek.

To reach the starting point, take CA-92 across the San Mateo
Bridge to the coast.  Turn north onto CA-1 to Moss Beach (about
6.5 miles).  Turn left onto California Avenue.  At the end of the
road, turn right into the parking lot of the Reserve.

Bring binoculars, scopes, lunch, plenty to drink.  There are few
places for fuel south of Half Moon Bay.  Dress appropriately for
our sometimes chilly morning coastal drizzle and pleasantly warm
winter afternoons. —MM

Field Trips 2006-7
The tentative schedule for the coming year is below. Note that

the trips and dates may change. Be sure to check the Kite Call and
the website for updates and changes.

2006
Oct. 15, Sun. Alviso
Oct. 28, Sat. Brushy Peak
Nov. 5, Sun. San Mateo Co. Coast
Dec. 3, Sun. Cranes @ Isenberg, Thornton
Dec. 3, Sun. Shadow Cliffs
Dec. 17, Sun. OAS Christmas Bird Count

2007
Jan. 6, Sat. Coyote Hills
Jan. 27, Sat. Sutter Buttes
Feb. 17,18, Sa, Sun. Sacramento Valley Refuges
Feb. 24, Sat. Tri-Valley Hotspots
Mar. 11, Sun. Aquatic Park, Berkeley
Mar. 24, Sat. Del Valle
Apr. 7, Sat. Sunol
Apr. 28, Sat. Brushy Peak
Apr. 29, Sun. Patterson Pass
May 5, Sat. Willow Slough / Quarry Lakes
May 12, Sat. Coyote Hills by Ear
May 20, Sun. Garin Ranch / Dry Creek
Jun. 3, Sun. Hayward Shoreline (Winton)
Jun. 23, 24, Sat., Sun.Eagle Lake —MM

  Oct. 15, Sunday, 8:30 a. m.-noon, New Chicago Marsh,
DESFBNWR Education Center, Alviso,
Leader:  Michael Mortensen, 510.459.8466

Michael will be returning to the Alviso area, along with any
number of returning and migrating birds.   We can expect some
interesting waterfowl, wading birds, warbler activity, raptors and
Burrowing Owls.

Take I-880 to CA-237 in Milpitas.  Follow CA-237 northwest to
a right turn onto Zanker Road, which becomes Los Esteros Road.
Make a sharp right turn onto the Refuge Road (just beyond the
tall power lines).  Meet along the road before the gate (which may
be closed this early).

We will proceed to the Environmental Education Center (which
has bathrooms) and the adjacent New Chicago Marsh.  We will
visit the Hummingbird and Butterfly Garden, the ponds and
slough.  The next stop will be for the ponds along Spreckles
Avenue.  Our last stop will be the nearby Alviso Marina, where
Greater Roadrunner has been seen.  There are bathrooms and
picnic tables here.  Be prepared for some walking on boardwalks
and gravel paths and for some sun and a light breeze.

Oct. 28, Sat., 8:30 a. m., Brushy Peak Regional Preserve,
Leader:  Rich Cimino, 925.462.6418

Join Rich in exploring one of the newest East Bay Regional
Parks. The Reserve is open hillside grassland, with trees huddled
in the seasonal creek beds, on the eastern edge of the Tri-Valley
area.  The world’s highest density of Golden Eagle nests is found
on the ridge, just above the park.  We’ll look for fall migrant
warblers, tanagers, woodpeckers, wrens, pipits and raptors.

Take I-580 to Livermore.  Exit Vasco Road north.  Turn east
onto Northfront Road.  In about a mile, turn north onto Laughlin
Road.  Meet in the main parking lot at the end of the road.

 The gate opens at 8 a. m.; Ohlone trip begins at 8:30 a. m.;
We’ll break up at 12:30 p. m.. Bring water and lunch. There are
picnic tables in the parking lot. When we return to our cars we can
stop and have lunch.

Elsie Richey
Her friends and fellow nature lovers mourn the passing of Elsie

Richey July 28, 2006. We remember her as a very active birder,
botanist, teacher and friend. She served Ohlone in almost every
official capacity. Her articles under the nom de plume, Red-headed
Flicker, brightened the Kite Call during her presidency. We miss
her. We extend our sympathy to her three sons and their families,
and her good friend, Kevin Hintsa.

Living tribute donations may be made to Ohlone Audubon
Society. —DE
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Bette Wentzel Library
At the October meeting, stop by and peruse the library table for

books on birds found in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Cogswell, Howard, Water Birds of California.
Fisher, Chris, Birds of  San Francisco Bay Area.
Rich, Cliff, San Francisco Peninsula Birdwatching.
Scanlan-Rohrer, A., San Francisco Peninsula Birdwatching.
Shuford, W. David, The Marin Breeding Bird Atlas.
Wyatt, Betty, Birding at the Bottom of the Bay.

In November, when the topic is Birds of Montana, the following
books will be on display.

Gray, Mary T., Watchable Birds of the Rocky Mountains.
Johnsgard, Paul A., Birds of the Rocky Mountains.
McEneaney, Terry, Birds of Yellowstone.
Peterson, Roger Tory,  Birds East of the Rockies.

For  information on items in the library, or to donate, call
925.443.3073. —ME

Livermore Valley
Conservation

I am still seeking  volunteer residents from Dublin and
Livermore to go with me to City Council and Planning Board
meetings for each city. Ohlone Audubon needs to address local
Burrowing Owl habitat that is planned for development. Please
e–mail me (rscimino@earthlink.net) if you want to discuss my
ideas and planned approach.

Livermore Recreation and Park District is updating their
Master Plan through 2020. One focus is “Trails and Open
Space”. I have been invited to participate representing Ohlone
Audubon.

One key area of open space is the Springtown Preserve
which is home to the endangered Birds Beak plant. This area is
also home to Burrowing Owl, Western Kingbird, Say’s Phoebe,
Loggerhead Shrike and many wading birds. Altamont Creek runs
alongside the 20 + acres of the preserve. Zone 7, our water
supplier is working on habitat improvements through this area.
Currently the preserve has three owners, City of Livermore, a
local family, and ReMax Development and is held in a mitigation
bank by California DFG. The Livermore Master Plan currently has
this area as permanent open space. I’d like to have a definition
for this open land to keep it as a preserve for plants and birds
without threat of piecemeal development. —RC

Iron Horse Trail in Dublin
The Iron Horse Trail north of Amador Valley Blvd. in Dublin

has been closed by the EBRP. Apartment dwellers bordering this
section of the trail complained about a gasoline-like smell. Kinder
Morgan operates a petroleum pipeline under the trail, so they
were called to look at it. Their response was “someone dumped a
can of gasoline in the ditch.”  EBRP called a cleanup company to
clean up the “can of gasoline”. After 300 gallons were removed,
Kinder Morgan was told to fix their pipeline. After digging a
huge hole, Kinder Morgan found a leak and  replaced a portion
of the pipeline.

It doesn’t stop there. The trail will be closed for most of the
summer as they drill holes and take soil samples to determine if
there is a plume of petroleum. In addition, the petroleum pipeline
was laid directly on top of a waterline, bending it to the point
that it must be replaced. —Bill Rose

Abbott’s Lagoon Field Trip
Report – August 26, 2006

A cheery group of 17 old and new friends headed out for the
two mile trek from Abbott’s Lagoon parking lot, in the Golden Gate
National Recreation Area.  We saw our first rail when a Sora flew
across the first small lagoon.  A Pied-billed Grebe and an American
Coot and its teenager shared this first lagoon. On the way back we
all got to see the Virginia Rail we’d heard earlier.

Several male (sentinel) California Quail scouted our passage as
others fed in the trail. Marsh Wren, Common Yellowthroat,
Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, four Swallow species (in one
bin view!), and resident White-crowned Sparrows were observed
along the way. The skies revealed other flybys: Osprey; White-
tailed Kite, American Kestrel, and a Northern Harrier which caught
a Barn Swallow in front of us! American Crows (once uncommon
here) and Turkey Vultures were also seen along the trail.  When
viewing the distant (north) lagoon, as we watched the swallows
sweeping low across the water surface, occasional phalaropes
came into view. In the distance they could barely be seen pausing
on the water surface before flitting off again. Later we had close
shoreline views, took photos, and identified them all as Red-
necked Phalaropes.

 Highlights of the walk around the coastal lagoon on the main
sandy peninsula were over 500 Brown Pelicans with 11 American
White Pelicans (rare
along our coast),
several Double-
crested Cormorants,
Caspian Terns, and
100+ Western, 3-4
Heerman’s, a couple of
Ring-billed, and
California Gulls.  We
also spotted a small flotilla of Mergansers, most likely Red-
breasted.

The challenge of the day, was a cluster of sandpipers with
unfamiliar plumage. The field ID was confirmed by teve Hucka-
bone’s photo. We believe we saw BAIRD’S SANDPIPER.

—PAGPEG

2007 Audubon Calendars
Next year’s beautiful and functional Audubon Calendars

have arrived. They come in three styles; wall, page-a-day and
engagement. Wall calendars show either birds, nature or
wildflowers. The Songbird calendars feature one bird each
month and a dozen or more small bird pictures above the days.
In a combination of close-ups or sweeping views, the Wildflower
wall calendars highlight 12 months of nature’s bouquets. The
Page-a-Day calendar has a pad format that shows and describes
a different bird each day of the year. Engagement calendars are
spiral bound, showing a  portrait of nature on the left and a one
week calendar on the right.

 For more information, call 925.443.3073. -ME

Red-necked Phalarope  Bill Scoggins
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SPECIES DATE No.,
etc 

LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 

Common 
Merganser 

7/3 1ad, 
2yng

. 

Fremont: Alameda 
Creek Trail 

NC Niles: Near BART and Train Tracks. "Adorable" 
1+/-week olds feeding with parent. 

Golden Eagle 8/31 1juv. Castro Valley, 
Fairmont Ridge 

C&NL First here in decades of hikes, though they have 
nested in Eden Canyon 2-3mi.; south east off I-
580, Dublin Pass. PEG 

Pacific Golden-
Plover 

ca. 
8/15 

1 Hayward: Frank's 
Tract, SLZ Trail 

BR Very rare migrant here.  

Lesser 
Yellowlegs 

9/5 4 San Lorenzo: Oro 
Loma Marsh  

BR Rare, but regular migrant. 

Wandering 
Tattler 

9/5 1 Hayward: Hayward's 
Landing  

BR Rare, but regular migrant, may winter here. 

Red-necked 
Phalaropes 

9/4 ca.1
000 

Fremont: Marsh 
Road 

MT+g Seen from entrance road. to DESFBNWR - 
feeding before South America, -PEG  

Black Tern 6/11 1 Oakland: Arrowhead 
Marsh 

BD Rare, but regular at this time of year. 

EURASIAN 
COLLARED 
DOVE 

8/12 1 Livermore: Mines 
Road 

AE+ 
GB 

1st for ALA Co. Seen and heard "incessantly" 
along access rd. to Murrieta’s Well Winery. Now 
an officially established Calif. introduced 
species. Breeds in Kern + Riverside, Imperial & 
San Luis Obispo Cos. -PEG 

EURASIAN 
COLLARED 
DOVE 

8/28 & 
9/5 

1& 2 Livermore: Mines 
Road 

D&ME; 
SH 

Again found the CoDo (See Collared Dove 8/12 
above).  Note the close similarity between CoDo 
& Ringed Turtle-Dove - check for dark primaries 
as CoDo perches; also it's much bigger than 
Mourning Dove (7oz. vs. 4.2oz.); and also has a 
square, not pointed, tail. 

Costa's 
Hummingbird 

8/21 1 
male 

Livermore: Vienna 
Street 

JaL Second occurrence in 5 yrs.: young male. 

Yellow-billed 
Magpie 

6/11 1 Hayward: Mission 
Blvd. 

NC Only recent Hayward City record in many 
decades. The Ohlone College population in 
southeast Fremont is likely the source of the 
sightings at Washington X Osgood Rd. One 
small population is in east CC Co.; most in ALA 
Co. are in foothills south & east of Livermore. 

Vaux's/ 
Chimney Swift  

9/4 1 Livermore: Del Valle 
RP 

SH Soaring and showing contrast to the larger White-
throated Swifts (nest nearby). Distinguishing 
Chimney from Vaux's is possible, but subtle. 
This was most likely a migrant of either one. 

New ABC Cat Report
The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) released a report that

concludes that feral cats are bad for wild animals, notably
endangered species. I commend the report to your attention.

To quote liberally from the announcement:
“American Bird Conservancy (ABC) has published a

new report, Impacts of Feral and Free-ranging Cats on
Bird Species of Conservation Concern: A Five-State
Review of New York, New Jersey, Florida, California, and
Hawaii, which, for the first time, analyzes the effects that
cats are having on some of America’s most at-risk bird
species at cat predation hotspots. The five-state review,
http://www.abcbirds.org/cats illuminates troubling threats
to endangered species such as the Florida Scrub-Jay,
Piping Plover, and Hawaiian Petrel, and other key birds
such as the Painted Bunting, Least Tern, and Black Rail.

Field Observations Summer-Fall, June 10-September 7, 2006

Baird’s Sandpiper Abbott’s Lagoon 8/26,06 Steve Huckabone
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SPECIES DATE No.,
etc 

LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 

Nesting of this mostly eastern sp. was found in 
Fort Bragg, MEN Co.  

Western 
Wood-Pewee 

9/5 1 Hayward: Shoreline; 
EBRPD 

BR Migrant (heading south into Mexico). Found west 
(bay side) of Mt. Trashmore. 

Willow 
Flycatcher 

9/5 2 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Migrant. Remains Federally Endangered. 

Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher 

9/5 1 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Regular fall and spring migrant, but it does nest in 
Hayward, esp. hill stream ways. 

House Wren 9/5 1 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Rare anywhere in East Bay, esp. shorelines. 

GRAY 
CATBIRD 

9/5 1 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR & 
PEG, 
JL 

First ALA Co. record of this eastern and 
northeastern species (nearest appears to be 
northeast corner of Oregon). Very secretive. 

Orange-
crowned 
Warbler 

9/5 1 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Common migrant now; often in Anise (Sweet 
Fennel).  

Yellow Warbler 9/5 2 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Common migrant now; often in Anise (Sweet 
Fennel). 

Purple Finch 9/5 1 Hayward: West 
Winton; EBRPD 

BR Very rare here. BR. 

Humpback 
Whale 

8/20 1 
45+/-

ft. 

Point Reyes NS: 
North Beach, MRN 

PAG& 
PEG 

During our preview for the OAS trip at Pt. Reyes 
along 13-mile beach we followed PRBO staff 
directions to an intact (fairly fresh) HB Whale 
carcass. A remarkable study, esp. when the 
mouth, with all baleen and tongue showing, 
opened as it rolled in the surf. 

Abbreviations : m.=male, f.=female, ad.=adult, yng.=young, juv.=juvenal, EBRPD=East Bay Regional Park District, ALA 
Co.=Alameda County, CC Co.=Contra Costa County, MEN=Mendocino, MRN=Marin (all other records, Alameda 
County), sp.=species, esp.=especially, nr.=near, w/=with, DESFBNWR=Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge, standard abbreviations not translated.  

Observers : GB=George Bing, NC=Nancy Christensen, BD=Bob Dunn, AE=Art Edwards, D&ME=Don & Margaret Emery, 
PAG&PEG=Pat A. &Phil E.Gordon, SH=Steve Huckabone, JaL=Jaan Lepson, JL=John Luther, C&NL=Carol & Ned 
Lyke, mob=many observers, BR=Bob Richmond, MT+g=Marilyn Trabert & Monday Group 

Report Observations  for the Period: 8 Sept. 2006 to 8 Oct. 2006 to: Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 
94541, 510.538.3550; Email: PAGPEG@aol.com. 

We note the passing of long-time co-editor of this article, Dr. Howard Cogswell, our friend and mentor, who will be dearly 
missed. A memorial in his honor will be held at the Cogswell Marsh, (West Winton Ave.) Hayward Shoreline RP, EBRPD,  

“The report highlights the growing trend of so-called
‘managed’ feral cat colonies that use Trap/Neuter/Release
(TNR) techniques, and their effects on birds, particularly at
State and Globally Important Bird Areas. The evidence is
clear: free-roaming cats are bad for birds. The report draws
other important conclusions, perhaps most significantly
that state and federal resources for controlling feral cats
must be significantly increased in order to achieve the
goals identified in Endangered Species Recovery Plans
and State Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strate-
gies. The Cats Indoors! section of ABC’s Web site,
www.abcbirds.org/cats, has a host of educational tools
such as brochures, fact sheets, posters, a teacher’s guide,
print and radio public service announcements, and
more. These materials are designed to be used in efforts by

the public to educate neighbors, friends, clients, and
others that cats and wildlife are safer when cats are kept
indoors, and that humane, permanent removal of cats is
needed to protect our native wildlife.

“State and federal wildlife agencies, conservation
and animal welfare groups, veterinarian associations,
wildlife rehabilitators and thousands of individuals have
supported ABC’s Cats Indoors! Campaign since its
inception in 1997. The report was made possible through a
generous grant from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation.

“For more information on the report or the Cats
Indoors! Campaign, please contact Linda Winter, Director
of ABC’s Cats Indoors! at 202-234-7181, ext. 201.”

—DE

Field Observations Summer-Fall, June 10-September 7, 2006


