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The Kite Call
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Serving Southern Alameda County, CA

May 15-June 30, 2006
Volume 40, Number 7

Calendar
May 13 Patterson Pass
Jun. 6 Membership Meeting, Shinn Park

Drawing for Peeters’ Painting!
Deadline for submissions for 7/1-8/14 Kite Call

Jun. 20 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier
Jun. 24 Yuba Pass and Sierra Valley
Jul. 4 NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Membership Meeting
Date: June 6, 2006 Time: Setup: 5:00 p. m.

Dinner: 6:00 p. m.
Place: Shinn Historic Park and Arbor etum

1251 Peralta Boulevard, Fremont
Topic: OHLONE’S 40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!

Annual Picnic/Potluck
Brief Bluebird Update by Irv Tiessen
Peeters’ Painting Drawing

 It’s Ohlone Audubon Society’s 40th Anniversary! Please join us
as we celebrate at our annual potluck and installation of officers.
It’ s a good time to enjoy the company of your OAS friends, and the
food is always delicious. You can come early, if you like, and bird
around the Betty Wentzel Butterfly and Hummingbird Garden while
some of us set up. As one special bonus, OAS member Irv Tiessen
will present a brief program regarding the nesting results of 198
Western Bluebird (WEBL) boxes in the Sunol area. The second
bonus will be the drawing for the Peeters painting of rails. You will
have a chance to purchase more chances during dinner.

Please bring your own table service, serving utensils, and a
favorite dish to share (about 10 to 12 servings). Last names,

A–J: Vegetable or Salad; K–R: Entree; S–Z: Dessert.
Beverages will be supplied courtesy of OAS. Visitors are requested
to refrain from bringing alcoholic beverages into the park.

Reach Shinn Park from I-880 by exiting at Mowry and going
east to the Peralta “Y.” Make a sharp left onto Peralta and then turn
right onto Sidney Road and the Shinn Park parking lot. From
Mission Blvd drive west on Mowry to the Peralta “Y,” keeping to
the right on Mowry in order to get onto Peralta. Shinn Park will be
on your right. The park is directly across the street from Christ the
King Lutheran Church.

Note that there will be NO meetings in July or August. Mark
you calendar for the next meeting, September 5. Watch the Kite Call
for details. —MLT/MB

Field Trips
May 13, Sat., 8 a. m., Patterson Pass, Leader: Rich Cimino,

925.462.6418
Rich Cimino has been recording Blue Grosbeak nesting

activities for 20 years on Patterson Pass Rd.
We’ll look for Blue Grosbeaks, warblers, flycatchers, tana-

gers, vireos, owls, Tri-Colored Black Birds and sparrows. We will
also see windmills up close. Ohlone Audubon Society has joined
the suit to void Alameda County’s approval of the 20 year
windmill permit agreement. The agreement offers too few
protections for Golden Eagles and other birds. This trip will offer
good eastern county birding (we hope!) and conservation
subject matter.

To join the trip, meet at the Chevron Station on Greenville
Rd. just south of I-580 in Livermore. Patterson Pass Road is
narrow and parking is scarce; we will need to car pool. —RC

June 24, Sat., 8 a. m. and June 25, Sun., 7 a. m., Yuba Pass and
Sierra Valley, Leaders, Phil and Pat Gordon ,
510.538.3550

Meet both mornings at the Yuba Pass Campground.
Saturday, we will bird the high country of the Gold Lake

Basin. Depending upon snow conditions, we are planning a
short walk to Frazier Falls, which should be spectacular this year
The trail is usually full of wildflowers. We will also stop at
several lakes in the basin. Yuba Pass Summit (SR-49) is home to
the Black-backed Woodpecker, White-headed Woodpecker,
Williamson’s Sapsucker and Cassin’s Finches. Evening Gros-

Continued on page 42

Mail your raffle stubs in time to
arrive by June 5! Or buy them at the

June 6 meeting!
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beak, flycatchers of several species, and other warblers are
possible.

 Sunday will be spent looking for the Gray Flycatchers,
singing Brewer’s Sparrows, then birding Sierra Valley and
Loyalton. Sierra Valley is one of the largest freshwater marshes in
California. It is home and nesting habitat for Sandhill Cranes,
White-faced Ibis, and Yellow-headed Blackbirds. It is surrounded
by Great Basin Sagebrush Desert, so additional species to be seen
include Sage Thrasher, Brewer’s Sparrow, and Horned Larks,
among others.

Lodging can be secured in Portola (Sleepy Pines -
916.832.4291); Blairsden (River Pines - 916.836.2552) and in
Sierraville and Sierra City. Campgrounds are available at Yuba
Pass, along SR-49 and in the Gold Lakes Basin.

We will probably be camping at the Pass, so join us for a
potluck dinner at the campsite Saturday night. We may even have
potluck music!

 For more information, call Phil or Pat. —PAG

Trips Continued from page 41

Wings Over the Basin 2006
Visit Big Basin Redwoods State Park May 20 and 21, for its

fifth annual celebration. Check the website for the line up of
speakers and leaders and for all the information you will need to
register and attend: http://home.comcast.net/~wingsoverthebasin

For help or questions email —EB

Return of the Terns
Come celebrate the return of the endangered Least Terns at

Crab Cove Visitor Center, Sunday, June 18, 10:00-4:30
Among many other exciting activities, take a bus tour with a

wildlife biologist to view chicks and their parents at 11 a. m.,
Noon, or 1 p. m. A one-hour bus trip is $3, ages 8+. For reserva-
tions, call the Alameda Wildlife Refuge, 510. 636.1684.

Sulphur Creek Wildlife Fair
Sulphur Creek Park in Hayward will host its 20th annual wildlife

fair on June 3, The Birds and the Bees, from 10-4, at the Sulphur
Creek Nature Center, 1801 D Street, Hayward. Activities will
include music, wildlife games, wildlife crafts, presentations, and
story telling. This is a great opportunity to volunteer and have
fun at the same time. Contact slphrcreek@aol.com or 510.881.6747.

New And Renewing
Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members:
Debbie Bedford, Bruce Brown, Farah S. Bullara, Jo Anna

Dixon, Rich and Lee Ellis, Alice Hoch, Betty Horogh, Tara Horogh,
David Kramer, Sherry Larsen-Beville, Bobbie Meyer, Richard
Nicholson, Pat Small and family, Lila Witt

Your support is greatly appreciated.
We would also like to recognize the Small family for their

additional donation. —PAG

Zone 7 Watershed Plan
Zone 7 is a water company supplying water to the Livermore-

Amador Valley. Part of its mission is management of the streams
draining the valley. Zone 7 responsibilities include flood control,
erosion, water supply, water quality, habitat/environment, trails,
recreation and public education.

In 2002, the agency began a 20-year development of a Stream
Management Master Plan (SMMP). The SMMP is the plan for
water management, recreational development, and endangered
species management. It may include opening of paths for birding
and escorted access to sensitive areas..

The Conservation chair has opened discussions with the
Zone 7 Environmental and Public Affairs Manager to consider an
adopt-a-creek joint partnership. Zone 7 is very supportive of this
civic/conservation partnership.

Chapter members can access all the early planning data base
at: www.zone7water.com.

Chapter members wanting to engage in the process can
contact Rich via e-mail: rscimino@earthlink.net. —RC

WIN
This original  painting by Hans Peeters

Raffle Sponsored by Ohlone Audubon Society

This is the original painting for the illustration that appears in  All
the Birds of North America1 pp. 48-49. It is acrylic on paper, 9” x
14” on a 16” x 20” mat, framed  in wood. Some of Hans’s similar
plates have sold for $1,000.
Tickets are $3 each or books of ten for $20.  They may be obtained
from members, Wild Birds Unlimited, Dublin, or from Helen Sow-
ers, 510.537.2377, hsowers@csuhayward.edu

1American Bird Conservancy, All the Birds of North America, 1997,  HarperCollins,
New York, NY

The drawing will occur at the June 6, 2006 membership
picnic/meeting in Shinn Park, Fremont. You need not be
present to win.

All proceeds support Ohlone Audubon Society programs.

Hans Peeters with Harpy Eagle

Artwork Drawing
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Presidential Report
The Second Annual Audubon California Chapter Assembly

The second California Audubon Assembly with Glenn Olson
at the helm was held at Asilomar March 19-21. There were
approximately 160 Audubon people in attendance, representing
most, if not all 50 state chapters. The topics were varied-from nuts
and bolts of how to recruit members, invigorating field trips, and
successful fund raising, to a myriad of conservation topics
including lobbying on protecting the Salton Sea, the endangered
species act, and a number of other topics. All in all it was a lively
session.

One of the workshops focused on the anticipated Avian
Influenza epidemic or pandemic (a global epidemic). Avian flu
could arrive in California with the fall and winter migration of
birds. Workshop leaders outlined the characteristics of the virus
and how it could mutate and ways to protect birds and humans
against infection. They emphasized that this particular strain of
virus is still a number of steps away from mutating into a virus
that could threaten human lives. Viruses can mutate rapidly, so we
should disinfect all bird feeders monthly with a bleach or vinegar
solution. Laundry tubs or outdoors, not kitchen sinks should be
utilized for the cleaning. Recommended personal hygiene practic-
es include washing hands for at least 20 seconds using warm
water and soap, practicing good cough etiquette, and possibly
coughing into your bent elbow rather than your hand. Visit one or
both of the following websites for additional information:
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/avian_faqa/en/
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/aviannd http://www.pandemicflu.gov.

Bay Area Audubon Council
The council met April 8, in Tiburon with representatives of the

nine Bay Area Chapters in attendance.
Bob Wilkerson of the Institute for Bird Populations presented

the upcoming state wide Burrowing Owl survey. Details of the
project can be obtained from Claudia Eyzaguirre , the Chapter
Coordinator, or Ron Barklow can be contacted. John Gurley, of
California Audubon, gave an update on his efforts to date with
the San Francisco Bay Projects he is working on. In the afternoon
session the various chapters gave reports on their activities and
Claudia brainstormed with the group on ways to implement an
Audubon at Home program to improve bird habitat and strive for
more conservation practices. Claudia can be reached at
ceyzaguirre@audubon.org and she keeps an excellent up to date
calendar of ongoing activities in the region posted on the website.

—EC

Ohlone History
This last installment of the Ohlone Audubon History begins in

1996. Marie Grubbe was President. In June of that year, Viola
Saima-Barklow was elected to the first of four terms as President.
She was followed by Helen Sowers (two terms) and then Evelyn
Cormier since 2003.

The demonstration garden commemorating Bette Wentzel was
approved by Fremont, and construction began in 1997. Under the
direction of Phil Gordon, a small army of volunteers placed the
boulders of the dry stream, cleared out the weeds, and started
planting. Since it was dedicated in July, 1999, the garden has
grown. A gazebo was installed and changes were made to
accommodate Fremont’s changes in the park. Ongoing mainte-
nance, has fallen on Phil and a very few other OAS members plus
kind assistance from the Friends of Heritage Flowers. The Friends
have long been the heart of the rest of the gardens in the park.

In 1998, Vi led the board to a planning retreat at the Baywood
Retirement facility. The day of discussion resulted in an ambitious
list of goals: website, new-member brochure, office space, among
them. Some goals were met, notably the fortuitous appearance of
Bill Scoggins who was willing to produce the website.

The company then operating the largest number of windmills
proposed replacing a large number of the original mills with fewer,
larger, units that were designed to reduce known risks to birds. A
long list of ensuing maneuvers resulted in the present status of
the county’s approval of a 20 year permit with inadequate wildlife
protection.

Plans were announced in 2001 to develop Patterson Ranch,
which has provided a comfortable buffer between the residential
and retail developments and Coyote Hills Regional Park. Park
lovers and concerned citizens of Fremont have been working ever
since to ameliorate, if not to defeat, development of the area.

May, 2004 saw the first mention of West Nile Virus in the Kite
Call. That avian pandemic moved quickly from its introduction on
the East Coast to California. The state has been lucky so far,
seeing only a few human fatalities.

In its forty years, Ohlone Audubon Society has offered the
Sandi Gamble Scholarship yearly, except when appropriate
programs or candidates were not available. Our membership
meetings have been educational, amusing and inspirational. We
have established a library with the books of Bette Wentzel and
expanded by the generous donations of members and friends.
Upwards of 35 classrooms were supported with subscriptions to
Audubon Adventures. We published Of Marsh and Mud, A
Guide to Shoreline Life, an educational booklet based on Dave
Riensche’s master thesis. We have promoted environmental
causes by participation in various cleanups, festivals and Earth
Day events, and by supporting conservation projects and issues.
Our field trips have taken us to find birds locally, nationally and
internationally. The Hayward-Fremont Christmas Bird Count has
found numbers of species ranking near the top. Very importantly,
during these activities, firm friendships have blossomed.

The adventure which began with the dozen or so bird enthusi-
asts in 1956 has led us to our present status. This is a tribute to
the active folks who have kept the organization alive by serving
on its board and to the birds, the source of the incentive and
enthusiasm. —DE

Ohlone visits the San Joaquin
Valley Refuges


