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A chapter of the National Audubon Society
Serving Southern Alameda County, CA

November 15-December 31, 2005
Volume 40, Number 3

Calendar
Nov. 22 Board Meeting, call Evelyn Cormier
Dec. 3 Shadow Cliffs RRA
Dec. 6 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton
Dec. 6 Deadline for Jan. 1-Feb. 15 Kite Call
Dec. 9 CBC PreCount Meeting
Dec. 18 Hayward/Fremont Christmas Bird Count
Dec. 20 Board Meeting, call Evelyn Cormier

Membership Meeting
Date: December 6 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Pleasanton Middle School Library

5001 Case Avenue
Topic: Protecting Wildlife Corridors in the East Bay
Presenter:Nancy Wenninger
Plus: Annual Member Slide Show and Holiday Cookie

Exchange

Urban sprawl encroaching on open lands threatens to isolate
animals in blocks of habitat too small to sustain them. Wildlife
depends upon “corridors” or linkages between habitat preserve
areas for survival and genetic diversity. “Animals need large
blocks of habitat to sustain a robust population,” according to
Ron Rempel, a biologist for the California Department of Fish and
Game. “If they lose access to adequate habitat, their populations
can be wiped out.”

Nancy Wenninger, Land Acquisition Manager for the East
Bay Regional Park District and member of the Mount Diablo
Audubon Society’s Board of Directors, will discuss wildlife
corridors in Contra Costa and Alameda counties and what the
Park District is doing to protect and enhance these vital connec-
tions. Highlighted in the presentation will be recent acquisitions
of particular interest to Ohlone Audubon.

Our annual Ohlone Audubon members’ slide show will take
place immediately after the program. If you would like to partici-
pate in the slide show, bring no more than 10 of your favorite
slides (with or without a carousel) as time will be limited because
of the program.

You are invited to
share some of your
favorite holiday cookies
with other members at our
annual Holiday Cookie
Exchange. Bringing
cookies is not a require-
ment for attending, of
course, but if you care to
share a plateful during

our social time after the meeting, that would be great. If it’s not a
family secret, we hope you’ll share your recipe. We’ll provide
small Ziplock bags for dividing up leftover cookies.

To reach Pleasanton Middle School from San Jose, take I-680
north. From Hayward take I-580 east to I-680 south. From Liver-
more, take I-580 west to I-680 south. Once on I-680, take the
Bernal exit and head east on Bernal Avenue to Case Avenue. Turn
right on Case. The school is located on the right, about midway
down the street. We are meeting in the library, which is to the left
once you enter the campus. —MLT

Field Trip
Dec. 3, Sat., 8-11a. m. , Shadow Cliffs Regional Recreation Area,

Leaders: Kathy Robertson and Bill Scoggins, 510. 581.5186$
Wood Ducks, Gadwalls, Common Moorhens, egrets, herons,

and grebes are found these lakes, while the trees hide woodpeck-
ers and nuthatches. Other prizes
await our search of this seldom
birded park. Wide, level trails
make walking easy. Beginners
welcome. Bring your scope if you
have one. Directions: Take I-580
East to Pleasanton, exit right on
Santa Rita Rd., left on Valley Ave., left on Stanley Blvd. Park
entrance on right at first traffic signal. Follow signs to boat rental
- meet in parking lot. $6.00 parking fee. Limited parking is available
on Stanley Blvd. (a long walk to meeting location). Rain cancels.

—KR
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Christmas Bird Count 2005
Count - Sunday, December 18, 12:01 a. m. – 12:00 p. m.
Pre-count Meeting - Friday, December 9, 7:30 p. m.

Congratulations and thanks to all the great leaders and their
teams who worked so hard on the 2004 CBC. According to the
NAS publication, The 105th Christmas Bird Count, American
Birds vol. 59 we are listed as 33rd in the nation and are credited
with 171 species (though we tallied 173). It will be interesting to
see how this year’s shorebird numbers compare with last year’s in
view of the salt pond restoration work.

We strive to obtain accuracy of the count with thorough,
consistent coverage and being alert to new count areas. Good
manners and diligent search efforts guide sector teams. In
addition to observing, counting and recording birds, there are
many tasks to make a CBC successful, including the return of
borrowed keys and the set up and clean up for the evening
compilation dinner. All are welcome and very much needed. The
CBC benefits from the participation of each and every person.

At the pre-count meeting we will have an enthusiastic
discussion of tips for resolving tough identification problems,
new species on this year’s list, how to fill out CBC records and
ideas for improvement of CBC procedures. All are welcome,
especially new participants and leaders. It is not mandatory to
attend this meeting to participate in the count. The pre-count
meeting will be held at the home of Pat and Phil Gordon, 1922
Hillsdale Street, north off the upper end of E Street in Hayward.

Want to help and join the excitement? Just call 510.538.3550 or
e-mail us at PAGPEG@aol.com.

—Pat and Phil Gordon, Co-compilers

Whipsnake Habitat
Proposal

The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office (USFWS) released
the news of a redefinition of critical habitat for the Alameda
Whipsnake. The 2000 definition was invalidated by a lawsuit
brought by aggrieved developers who argued for a decrease in
area. As a result of the court ruling, USFWS reviewed, edited and
reissued the definition. Surprisingly, the total area proposed for
protection has decreased in the proposal. A migration corridor
across Niles Canyon would be eliminated. The public has until
December 19 to comment. Of course, if the Senate passes Pombo’s
Endangered Species Reduction Act, the critical habitat designa-
tion would be eliminated.

The Livermore Independent, October 20, 2005, quotes Jeff
Miller, spokesman for the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD)
that the total acreage of the proposal is about half the acres
defined in 2000. It states that the FWS definition includes only
those lands on which threatened species have been found,
eliminating adjacent areas that CBD believes are needed to hasten
the recovery of the species. For more information check the
following websites:

Independent: http://www.independentnews.com/
CBD: http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/swcbd/
The official FWS news release is at http://www.fws.gov/

sacramento/ea/news_releases/2005%20News%20Releases/
AWS_pCH2005_NR.htm —DE

2006 Audubon Calendars
It is not too late to get your 2006 Audubon calendars. The

selection includes desk page-a-day calendars and engagement
calendars with either a bird or nature theme. These lovelies
usually go fast, so step right up. If you have questions, call
Margaret at 925.443.3073. —ME

IMBD T-Shirts
David Sibley, nationally recognized author and illustrator,

created the painting for this year’s International Migratory Bird
Day theme of “Collisions”. It depicts five bird species in the
foreground and human-related hazards to bird flight in a subtle
gray in the background. The shirts have Sibley’s work on the
front, and the Partners in Flight logo and IMBD 2005 on the right
sleeve. Available in size small and medium for $15.00. For further
information, call Margaret at 925.443.3073. —ME

OAS Sweat Shirts
The crisp autumn air has everyone reaching for warmer

clothing. A sweatshirt is the perfect extra layer, especially when it
has Ohlone’s chapter name and the beautiful OAS White-tailed
Kite logo emblazoned on the front. Reasonably priced at $20 ($22
for XXL), they are available in medium, large, extra large and extra-
extra large. A great item for personal use or a gift. For more
information, contact Margaret at 925.443.3073. —ME

CBC Potluck Dinner
The annual Christmas Bird Count Potluck will be held after the

count. The potluck will be held at the Starr King Unitarian
Universalist Church, 22577 Bayview Avenue, Hayward. Doors will
open at 5:30 p. m., dinner will begin at 6:30 p. m.

Please bring contributions that will serve 10-12 people by the
first letter of your last name:

A-J Vegetable or Salad K-R Entree S-Z Dessert
Ohlone will supply turkey and

nonalcoholic beverages. Bring your
dinner plates, silverware, and cups,
as well as serving dishes and
appropriate utensils for your
contribution to the potluck.

To reach the church from East I-
580 , take the Crow Canyon/Center
Street off ramp. Turn right onto
Center Street. Turn left at the second signal, Kelly Street. Go three
blocks and turn left on Bayview Avenue. The church is on the left.
Watch for a dimly lit church sign.

 To reach the church from West I-580, take the Castro Valley
off ramp and turn left onto Castro Valley Blvd. Turn left at the next
signal, Grove Way, and turn left again at the following signal,
Center Street. Go to the next signal and turn left onto Kelly Street.
Continue per directions above.

Direction questions, call Evelyn Cormier, 510.471.0475.
For dinner details, call Mona Brauer, 510.537.0311. —MB
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New Members
Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members:
John Cant, Jane Chinn, Leonora Ellis, Allen Frawley, Wayne

Hansen, Sherman Lewis, Lynn Stinnett, and Jim Watts
Your support is greatly appreciated. —PAG

Conservation News
Boundary Creek

The Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has
some significant improvements in the proposed project located
between Castro Valley Blvd., Crow Canyon Road and I-580. The
number of houses on the 8.49 acre site has been reduced from 37
to 28 and all are on the westerly side of the creek. Grading has
been reduced and the foundations will be fitted to the terrain
instead of having flat pad construction. The Riparian Corridor will
only be impacted by the bridge abutments and the storm drain
outfall. Approximately 4.2 acres of creek and 3,500 ft. of open
space have been preserved. Of the 429 trees, 144 are slated for
removal with replacement at a two for one ratio with native trees.

What still seems doubtful is the adequacy of the archeological
information and requirements for protection. The consultants
seem to have had difficulty locating grinding stones and other
artifacts. However an archeologist will be required to monitor the
site as construction goes forward. The creek conservation and
easement area is a definite plus in the Recirculated EIR.

Coyote Hills/Patterson Ranch
Two meetings were held in October on the developer’s plans

to go forward with a project on the Patterson Ranch abutting
Coyote Hills Regional Park. Two hundred acres of the ranch may
be donated to East Bay Regional Park. This is considered to be
the final design for this approximately 427 acre site.

Dumbarton Quarry
The Dumbarton Quarry is slated to be closed and the site

donated to East Bay Regional Park four or five years from now.
Because of its proximity to the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay
National Wildlife Refuge, the outcomes need to be compatible
with the Refuge.

Endangered Species Act
Congressman Richard Pombo was able to get HR3824 through

the U. S. House of Representatives. It would have the effect of
gutting the Endangered Species Act. The bill will now move on to
the Senate where there will probably be some opposition to it. The
question is how much, and will it be enough?

According to the Tri-City Ecology Newsletter, the Pombo bill
would do the following things: 

• do away with critical habitat protections for endangered
species;

• remove protection from threatened species; It would allow
political appointees to determine what is best science available;

• exempt other federal agencies from consulting with the
Fish and Wildlife Service; and

• force the FWS to pay developers to comply with the law.
Contact your Senators to let them know of your concerns.

Barbara Boxer, 112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 (202) 224-3553
Web: boxer.senate.gov/contact
Dianne Feinstein 331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 (202) 224-3841
Web: feinstein.senate.gov/email.html

Call Evelyn to learn what else you can do about the Pombo
Act and about the other issues listed. —EC

National Audubon Issues
The National Audubon website, highlights the following

concerns:

STOP THE “ALIEN” ATTACK
Imagine aliens—taking the shape of a seemingly harmless

plant or small animal—coming into your community and taking
over. They no longer face threats from their natural enemies, so
they thrive—ravaging native plants, birds and other wildlife,
significantly altering the ecosystem. These aliens aren’t from
outer space—they’re Earth-born and bred, and they’re infesting
more than 100 million acres of American landscape - that’s equal
to a strip of land two miles wide, stretching from coast to coast!

AUDUBON CALLS ON STATES TO BAN THE SNAKEHEAD
Audubon has called for the last 14 states, that have not yet

done so, to ban possession and sale of snakehead fish. Snake-
heads are aggressive predators that scientists fear could decimate
native fish populations and disrupt the natural ecological balance
of rivers and lakes. Locally, three introduced cordgrass have the
same effect on San Francisco Bay and its tributaries. To get a idea
of the effect of exotic species, check the Delta and enjoy the
blossoms of water hyacinth, which has grown to choke channels
and destroy habitat for several species of fish and other water
plants and animals.

EDUCATION AND ACTION
To stop invasive species in their tracks, we’ll need the help

of our national, state and local leaders to support federal, state
and local programs aimed at identifying and tackling this
growing problem. And we will need your help too—right in
your backyards and communities!

Visit www.Audubon.org to learn about Audubon’s cam-
paign, learn which invasive species infest our area, and their
threats to birds and habitat, get the latest news on measures
pending in the U.S. Congress to combat the growing problem
of invasive species, and find out the actions you can take
today to help. Working together, we can conquer these aliens!

Bette Wentzel Library
In keeping with the conservation topic of the December

membership meeting, we will display the following library books:
Important Bird Areas of California, by David S. Cooper,
California, an Environmental Atlas and Guide, by Bern

Kreissman,
California’s Wild Heritage, by Peter Steinhart,
Saving Wetlands: A Citizens; Guide for Action in California,

by Lynn Tennefoss, and
Diked Historic Baylands of San Francisco Bay, by Lyn

Treais, Ed.
For further information, call Margaret at 925.443.3073.—ME


