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Membership Meeting
Date: June 7, 2005
Time: Setup: 5:00 p.m, Dinner: 6:00 p.m
Place: Shinn Historic Park and Arbor etum

1251 Peralta Boulevard, Fremont
Topic: Annual Ohlone Picnic/Potluck

and Installation of Officers
Please join us for Ohlone Audubon Society’s annual potluck

and installation of officers for the next year. It’s a good time to
enjoy the company of your OAS friends, and the food is always
delicious. You can come early, if you like, and help set up or
even go birding around the Bette Wentzel Butterfly and Hum-
mingbird Garden. We’ll congregate on the front lawn area.

Please bring your own table service and serving utensils and
your favorite casserole, side dish, or dessert to share (about 8 to
10 servings). Last names, A–K: Entree. L–S: Salad or Side Dish.
T-Z: Dessert. Beverages will be supplied courtesy of OAS.
Visitors are requested to refrain from bringing alcoholic
beverages into the park.

Reach Shinn Park from I-880 by exiting at Mowry and going
east to the Peralta “Y.” Make a sharp left onto Peralta and then
turn right onto Sidney Road and the Shinn Park parking lot.
From Mission Blvd drive west on Mowry to the Peralta “Y,”
keeping to the right on Mowry in order to get onto Peralta.
Shinn Park will be on your right. The park is directly across the
street from Christ the King Lutheran Church. —MLT/SM

Calendar
May 7 Alum Rock Park
May 14 Coyote Hills Regional Park
May 17 Board Meeting Call Evelyn Cormier
May 28 Patterson Ranch
Jun. 7 Membership Meeting, Fremont’s Shinn Park

Jul. 1-Aug. 15 Kite Call submissions due
Jun. 21 Board Meeting Call Evelyn Cormier
Jul. 5 NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Jul. 9-10 Caples Lake and Environs

Field Trips
May 7, Sat., 8 a.m, Alum Rock Park, Leaders: Phil and Pat

Gordon 510.538.3550 $
We will visit this remarkable San Jose City Park along

Penitencia Creek in Alum Rock Canyon, once popular for its
Sulfur and Carbonate Natatorium Baths and Springs.

To reach the Penitencia Creek Alum Rock Park entrance
Parking Area., take I-680 south to the Berryessa off ramp (beyond
the Milpitas and SR-237 exit). Take Berryessa east, under I-680,
to turn right on Capitol Ave. (south). Turn left (east) on Penitencia
and follow it into Alum Rock Park. Meet in the Penitencia Creek
lot immediately on the left, just before the pay kiosk. We will
begin exploring in Penitencia Creek which flows behind this
parking lot, and then on into the Park. Do not attempt to enter the
Park from Alum Rock Park Rd. via central San Jose. It is closed.

Lunch will be near cars, by the Visitor Center and Youth
Science Institute Area, about 1.9 mi. from the entrance.

May 14, Sat., 8:30-11:30 a.m, Coyote Hills Regional Park,
Birding by Ear for Beginners, Leaders: Michael
Mortensen and Bill Scoggins 510.581.5186. $

Bird watchers of all skill levels are welcome on this field trip.
Hearing and identifying the birds are great aids to the birdwatch-
ing experience. Knowing the sound of target species gives clues
to what to look for and where to look. We will practice observa-
tional skills on this trip. We’ll listen for the Common Yel-
lowthroat, Song Sparrow, Marsh Wren, Sora, Virginia Rail and
Pied-billed Grebe. Meet in the visitor center parking lot. Reach
Coyote Hills, Fremont, from I-880 by taking SR-84 (Decoto
Road) toward the bay and turning off at the Thornton exit. Go
north on Paseo Padre Parkway to left on Patterson Ranch Road,
which goes into the park. Follow the road to its end and park at
the visitor center. $5 parking fee required. Rain cancels. —WS

May 28, Sat., 9 a.m-12 p.m , Patterson Ranch, Crandall
Creek, Alameda Creek Trail, Leaders: Bill Scoggins and
Jerry Bibbey 510.581.5186.

A striking willow run flows across Patterson Ranch along
Patterson Creek. Join us to view this beautiful land next door to
Coyote Hills Park. We’ll walk along Alameda Creek trail to
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Crandall Creek and then on to the DUST Marsh at the corner of
Coyote Hills Park.

On Crandall Creek we may see the Common Yellowthroat,
White-tailed Kite, Red-tailed Hawk and Common Moorhen. This
is an opportunity to view the Patterson Ranch site which the City
of Fremont wants to develop into a housing area. For more
information see www.FCHF.org. See it now; it’s green and the
birds are singing and building nests! We will watch for birds,
foxes, rabbits, deer, and flowers on Crandall and Patterson Creek.
We’ll observe a Cliff Swallow Colony up close; so bring your
cameras to catch nesting Cliff Swallows feeding young.

Meet at the Alameda Creek Stables Staging Area. From I-880,
go west on SR-84 (Decoto Road) and exit at Ardenwood Blvd.
and turn right at the light. Continue north, across Alameda County
Flood Control Bridge, and turn left at the first light—at Lowry.
Make an immediate left onto the access road before going into the
housing area. Park in the lot by the picnic tables. Rain cancels.
Ohlone Audubon Society joins the Friends of Coyote Hills and
Fremont in sponsoring this field trip.

July 9-10, Sat. and Sun., 8:30 a.m, Annual Sierra Campout -
Carson Pass, Hope Valley, Caples Lake, and Minden,
Nevada. Leaders: Pat and Phil Gordon

Join us for a return summer sierran birding trip for the
weekend or join us for just the day. We plan to use campsites at
Caples Lake Campground, El Dorado National Forest directly off
SR-88. These are first-come-first-served sites, so the earlier the
better. Mountain forest species (many of them Neotropical
migrants) will be in various stages of nesting. We plan to visit
several lakes, streamways, and wet meadows along the way.
Flowers should be abundant; they will be sought and appreciated.
If enough of us can find accommodations here we can plan to
meet at a campfire for some end of day conviviality and a song or
two. Bring your musical instruments. This trip involves extended
time at elevations near 8000 ft. Remember the long-johns, a warm
cap, and drink lots of liquids in high places.

To reach Caples Lake, follow I-580 onto I-205 (pass Tracy) to
I-5 (short distance) onto SR-120 to SR-99 north. Take SR-88 at
the Waterloo turn off and head for Jackson. Caples Lake Camp-
ground is 60 miles on a good highway from Jackson; beyond
Silver Lake and Kirkwood Meadows. The campground is across
the road from the Caples Lake Lodge in front of which we will
meet both mornings. Other accommodations are available at
Sorenson’s Lodge in Hope Valley. There are other forest camp-
grounds in the area also. Note that South Lake Tahoe is only 16
miles away, thus a route from SR-50 to 88 via 89 is quite easy.

Field Trip Etiquette
To help make your field trip experience a pleasant one for all,

consider these tips:
1. Avoid loud noises and talking. The leader and others may

be trying to locate birds by listening for their unique songs and
calls.

2. Stay behind the leader so the leader can spot and identify
the birds for the group.

3. Once you have seen the bird, step aside to give those behind
you a chance.

4. Beginners can maximize their learning experience by
staying with the leader during the walk. —WS

Field Trip Main Marsh Coyote Hills 3/12/05

Field Trips cont.

Field Trip Report:
Mar. 12, Sat., 9:00-11 a.m, Coyote Hills Regional Park,

This trip was organized to help beginners identify birds by
their songs and calls.

The songs of the Common Yellowthroat, Song Sparrow, and
Marsh Wren dominated the main marsh. In addition Sora,
Virginia Rail and Pied-billed Grebe were heard. At one point a
Virginia Rail walked back and forth in the cattails only 15 feet
from our group. A very loud and insistent “kidick, kidick, kidick”
helped us follow its approximate position behind the cattails, but
we never saw the bird! Such is the life of those birders who
would seek rails! Our luck changed quickly with the clear sound
of “witchity, witchity, witchity, wich”, the song of the male
Common Yellowthroat. We saw its striking black mask and
bright yellow throat and breast! We were also treated to the
calling sounds of Common Moorhens and Red-winged Black-
birds. As we approached the Dust Trail we heard the calls of
Tree Swallows already moving into the nest boxes provided by
Dave “Doc Quack” Reinsche and his Wildlife Volunteers of the
East Bay Regional Park District, DocQuack@ebparks.org.
Twelve birders enjoyed a beautiful morning of bird song and
friendship out in the marsh. Please join Michael Mortensen and
me on May 14th for another “Birding by Ear for Beginners”; see
the details in the Field Trips listing above —WS

Classes
Alice Hoch will offer a 5-week (field) birding class on

Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m, starting May 31st and
ending June 28th.

In these classes you will observe and learn about the field
identification, life styles, and ecology of local birds. Each
morning the class will visit a different birding spot. The class is
designed for both beginning and experienced birders. Alice Hoch
has been teaching birdwatching since 1975. For 27 years she
taught these classes through the Fremont Adult School. Now she
is offering them privately.  She has been a birder for 44 years and
is a longtime member of Ohlone Audubon Society.

Her classes are filled with friendly, helpful people!!! Class
size is limited to 15, so register early. Register by calling Alice at
510.657.0475. —AH
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New And Renewing
Ohlone Members

Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following
new and renewing chapter members:

Bruce Brown, Susan Bardellini,  Kay Bloom, Cathy Critch-
field, Maggie Clark, Margaret Deane, C. A. Dykema, James B.
Flanigan, James and Susan Gearhart, Janet Gordon, Charles and
Khabira Hartwig, Nan Ho, Pat Hotchkiss,  Helen Johnson, John
Marshall, Jo McLellan, Gary Miner, Gloria Mundt,  Pauline
Peterson, David Philleo, Stephen J. Rentmeesters, Kathlyn
Ruddle, Marilyn Russell, Harley and Armida Schultz, Patricia
Scofield, Joan Stewart, Thomas Trautner, Marshall Trackman,
Barbara Van Slyke, Marilyn Sunberg, Holly Walter, Robert
Wahrer, and Bob Wieckowsky.

Your support is greatly appreciated. —PAG

West Nile Update
Human infection with the West Nile Virus has mixed effects.

Only about 1/150 of those infected notice more than the itchy
bite. Adults over 50 and people with compromised immune
systems are in increased peril of serious complications. Anyone
who experiences flu symptoms, high fever, rash, convulsion,
muscle weakness, severe headache or stiff neck, should seek
medical care immediately.

It behooves us all, therefore, in special consideration for our
elder neighbors and recipients of transplants, to reduce the
chances for mosquitoes to breed in our environs. At home,
change the water in birdbaths frequently (three days in hot
weather) and eliminate or treat standing water. Controls include
screening, oiling, introduction of mosquitofish, reduction of
organic matter in ponds and pools, such as leaves, fruit, or excess
plants. Additional information and suggestions can be found at
http://mosquitoes.org

There is no immunization for humans against WNV infection.
There are shots for other mosquito-borne infections. Travelers
should consult their physicians and the Center for Disease
Control for precautions appropriate for their destinations. Advice
can be found at the CDC website:

http://www.hhs.gov/safety/index.shtml#travel . —DE

Donors to Annual Appeal
We would like to thank the following donors for supporting

Ohlone with their generosity:
Bob Battagin, Kay Bloom, John Bonsignore, Maggie Clark,

L. Cornwall, Margaret Deane, C.A. Dykema, James and Susan
Gearhart, Elsa Glines, John Guinee, Nan Ho, Julianne Howe,
Esther and Ed Keller, Ruth Levenson, Sherman and Alsion
Lewis, John Marshall, Gary Miner, Susan Opp, David Philleo,
Patricia Scofield, Joan Stewart, Marilyn Sunberg, Marshall
Trackman, Carol and Richard Turley, Robert Wahrer, Holly
Walter, Bob Wieckowsky. —PAG

Bette Wentzel Library
Marilyn Trabert donated three very readable books to the

Bette Wentzel Memorial Library, Birdwatching With American
Women, by Deborah Strom, On the Wing, by Alan Tennant, and
Our Life With Birds by John and Gloria Tveten.

Eugene and Akiko Makishima contributed books mainly on
the subjects of  birdfinding in Canada and Europe. They include
Birdfinding Guide to the Regional Area (Saskatchewan, Cana-
da); Where to find the Birds in Nova Scotia; Birding in Nova
Scotia, Birds of Regina; Birder’s Guide to Southern Manitoba; A
Guide to Bird-watching in Europe; Where to Watch Birds in
Britain and Europe; Birds of the Churchill Region; A Birder’s
Guide to Churchill; Birdwatcher’s Britain; A Tour of the British
Preserves; and Birder’s Guide to France.

Ray Fontaine added items on a wide variety of subjects. The
Cactus Wren; An Introduction to Southern California Birds;
Birds of Colonial Williamsburg; Bats in Your Belfry; The Back-
yard Bird Watcher; A Treasury of Birdlore; Birds that will Build
in Bird Houses, Lords of the Air; Attracting Birds to Your
Backyard; Birds of Prey; Enjoying Bluebirds More; Enjoying
Hummingbirds More; America’s Neighborhood Bats; and The
American Robin.

For further information on these or other items, call Margaret
at 925.443.3073. Requested books can usually be taken to a
membership meeting if you call at least a day or two before the
meeting. —ME

Least Tern Festival
The Return of the Terns Festival is coming to Crab Cove

Visitor Center Sunday, June 22, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The public is
invited to help celebrate the return of the endangered Least Tern.

Events will feature a bus tour to view chicks and their parents
at 11 a.m. A $3 reservation is required to join the tour. Call
510.636.1684 to reserve a space.

There will be slide presentations at 10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and
12:30 p. m.. Crafts and activities will take place throughout the
festival at the visitor center.

For more information, contact:
East Bay Regional Parks
12526c Key Av, Alameda CA 94501
510.521.6887, www.ebparks.org. —EBP
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The annual appearance and disappearance of swallows
challenged people of earlier civilizations to explain the phenome-
non. Early beliefs held that swallows sprang from the earth in
spontaneously, only to disappear like fall leaves. The early Greeks
held Spring Swallow festivals, catching and anointing the birds
with oil, then releasing them to carry away ill luck. Much harder
on swallows was the Eastern practice to cook them to creating a
divine concoction of aromatic herbs and swallows. One drank it
down to gain supernatural healing powers. Another practice, not
so hard on the swallow, was use wonderful mixture of dung from
a badger, a cuckoo, and a swallow to cure the bite of a mad dog.

In 1496 the Italians decreed that swallows were to be protect-
ed from harm. To this day they celebrate a countrywide Swallow
Day. Today they participate with other countries in organizations
dedicated especially to species of global conservation concern.
Swallow species listed currently at the near-risk level for Neotro-
pical Migratory Birds are Purple Martin, Sand Martin (called
Bank Swallow in U.S.), Cliff Swallow and Barn Swallow.

Our Cliff Swallows are Federally and State protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. International treaties include
Mexico, Japan, Russia, Canada and Great Britain. In 1998 the
Migratory Bird Treaty Reform Act was amended to add a
prohibition to take migratory birds with bait. An individual
knowingly committing such an act could be fined $100,000 and
spend a year in jail; an organization could be fined $200,000.

Professor Francisco Zermeno acted as Master of Ceremonies
and cheered us through the festivities in Cesar' Chavez Square on
Campus. In the background Placido Domingo sang the Swallow
Song. Several booths were set up by local agencies and/or
organizations including: Alameda County Mosquito Abatement
District, Hayward Arts Council, Cal State Hayward Department of
Biology, Hayward Homing Pigeon Club, Ohlone Audubon
Society, and Wild Birds Unlimited of Dublin.

Unique to this year’s celebration, was the OAS sponsored
fossil exhibit from the Wesley Gordon Museum of Discovery
being developed in Fremont at the Math/Science Nucleus. Horse,
camel, mammoth, and Giant Short-faced Cave Bear "bones" were
on display.

Several contests offered participants chances to win prizes in
the categories of Swallow Quiz, Art, Poetry and First Sighting.

Question Winners
Question 1. - J. Cooper: How many Cliff Swallow NESTS can

be fund on Chabot's Campus this nesting season. Ans: 489.
Question 2. - Courtney Poon: How many swallow species

(kinds) have been found in the USA? NOTE: There are 75+
species (including 148 subspecies worldwide. Ans: 14

Question 3. - Mike Norman: How many SUB-species (races)
of the kinds you've guessed occur in the USA? Ans: 26 - 28

Question 4. - Mike Norman: Place an X in the box next to the
swallow species with the longest recorded life span and indicate
number of years: Ans. Barn Swallow. Age in years: 29.

Ar t Contest Winners
1st: Diane Morrison., 2nd: Masumi Boshita. 3rd: Wendy

Hertle, 1st Hon. Mention: Laurianne Uy

Third Chabot College
Swallow Festival, 2005

Spring Garden Spruce-Up
Hear ye! Hear ye! New and old volunteers!! Our big task day

will be Tuesday, May 3. at Shinn Memorial Park and Arboretum.
Call Phil for the time to meet. Although much  has already been
done to alleviate winter’s impact, there’s more pruning, pulling,
packing (weeds in bags) before pausing for a bit of tea and
crumpets. The Garden Club Volunteers also work at the garden
Tuesdays. They enjoy seeing us and checking out all the birds.
Several migrants/new summering species are expected. Maybe
someone will find the “hidden” Bushtit nest or the Anna’s
Hummingbird nest. —PEG

Education Committee
May is the month the Education Committee must meet to

evaluate this year’s Audubon Adventures Program and begin
plans for next year.  Several other educational activities need
addressing as well.  New folks have come into OAS who can join
us in energizing OAS educational projects. There are no obliga-
tions to continue as a Committee member in order to share your
thoughts about things we do or might do. Meet at Phil and Pat
Gordon’s home, 3 - 5 p. m., Thursday, May 19. —PEG

Poetry Contest Winners
1st Place: David Ky, 2nd Place: Kalena DeVries, 3rd Place:

Juan Carlos Hurtado, 1st Honorable Mention: Moel Fremming,
2nd Honorable mention: Jun Fermin, 3rd Honorable Mention:
Frozan Kohajazada

Prizes were awarded by Art Professor Janice Golojuch and
Literature Professor Shoshana Tenn. Winning poems were read by
student authors, Ms.Tenn and Phil Gordon.

First Swallow Sighting (Chabot Campus Contest):
Jane Vallely and Francisco Zermeno for sighting a small group
March 8.

Gift for the first sighting was a new Biography of W. Otto
Emerson, Artist/Ornithologist of Hayward in late 1800's - early
1900's, donated by Hayward Area Historical Society.

Gifts were arranged or purchased by Ohlone Audubon
Society, William G. Charles and Phil E Gordon. Art and Poetry
winners received a fine Certificate and 1st Place = $50; 2nd Place
= $35; 3rd Place = $25

Special thanks go to Sandy Ferreira, who conducted the
Saturday morning portion of the field trip to Lake Elizabeth. Also
thanks to William Hammersky who designed the fine Cliff
Swallow migration map in the Booklet. Also to William and Chris
Charles for counting 489 Cliff Swallow nests at Chabot, and
producing the data sheets reporting this for our ongoing research.

Anyone wishing to receive a copy of this year's 32 Page,
Swallow Festival Booklet (All About Swallows) please Email
your request to Phil Gordon: PAGPEG@aol.com.

In addition to seeing Cliff Swallows circling above the Plaza,
a exciting highlight of the day was Olivia Rayas’s release of two
dozen Homing Pigeons. They flew off, circled overhead in their
orientation maneuver twice, then headed for their home dovecote,
in south Hayward. The observers cheered them on—con mucho
gusto! —PEG
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS        March 2 - April 20,  2005 
 

SPECIES DATE No. LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
Clark's Grebe 4/18 Nos.? Livermore (nr.): Del 

Valle RP 
KR In reservoir with Western Grebes; most likely to 

nest here again. 
Golden Eagle 3/26 1 ad. Livermore MF Overhead yardbird, nr. Murrieta/East Jack London. 

Habitat change has largely excluded them from 
here. A better habitat but unfriendly for GoEa, the 
Wind Turbine Farms is nearby. 

Golden Eagle 4/4 1 Oakland: Sibley RP MT, JS On nest which it has used for several years. 
Bushtits and Pygmy Nuthatch also nesting in the 
area. 

Vaux's Swift 4/13 1 Sunol: I-680 X SR-84 
overpass 

RC Flying around the overpass; also 2 White-throated 
Swifts are regular now (See WTSw 4/10 by 
PEG.) 

White-throated 
Swift 

4/10 7 Sunol: I- 680 X SR 84 
overpass 

PEG, PH Flying around and entering at least 3 nest holes 
(overpass vertical drainholes). Also, under and 
around overpass were Northern Rough-winged 
Swallows near holes where they nested last year 
(See VaSw 4/13).  

Rufous 
Hummingbird 

3/18 1 San Ramon: CC Co. D&PB New yardbird 

Pileated 
Woodpecker 

4/4 1 Oakland: nr. Skyline 
Blvd. 

R&VB OAS members living in the Oakland Hills have 
(only ALA Co.?) Pileated Woodpeckers visiting 
Monterey Pines their yard adjacent to EBRP land. 

Tree Swallow 4/9 15+ Fremont: Lake 
Elizabeth 

SF, PEG 
  AH+g 

Several nest boxes occupied, including two with 
eggs monitored by Sandy Ferreira.  

Cliff Swallow 3/8; 
4/5 

Several; 
966 

Hayward: Chabot 
College  

JV, FZ; 
W&CC 

First arrival sighting; 483 active nests counted on 
campus Bldgs.for the Swallow Festival quiz 
contest (X 2/pr.= 966 adults). 

MacGillivray's 
Warbler 

4/17 1 Livermore (nr.): Del 
Valle RP 

KR Creek - Del Valle Campground 

Blue Grosbeak 4/17 1m. Livermore (nr.): 
Patterson Pass 

WC; RC At mile marker 6.21. Mid-April is their regular 
annual arrival time to nest. Now rare in 
California's Central Valley with habitat loss (esp. 
clearing of brush and hedgerows) the prime 
factor. Winters as far south as Central Panama.  

HARRIS'S 
SPARROW 

4/4 1 Sunol (nr.): Sunol 
WRP  

M&DE Very rare wintering migrant. Usually gone by May 
1st. Nests in Yukon Territory, above the Arctic 
Circle.  First California record was October 28, 
1900 in Hayward by W.Otto Emerson.  

Hooded Oriole 4/1 1 Livermore: 1118 
Vienna Street  

JL First arrival; yardbird. Many winter in southern 
California to Central Mexico (Oaxaca).  

Hooded Oriole 4/12; 
4/19 

1m.; 1f. Hayward: 1922 
Hillsdale St. 

PEG Yardbird in and near California (Washingtonia) Fan 
Palm. Expected to nest under a palm frond. 
Family can visit the Oriole Bar full of sugar water. 

Bullock's Oriole 4/4 1 Sunol (nr.): Sunol 
WRP  

M&DE Mexican migrant here for nesting. Listen for it's 
call, not un-like Western Bluebird-PEG. 

 

 
Abbreviations: m.=male, f.=female, W=Wilderness, R/Reg.=Regional, P=Park, N=north(ern), W.=west(ern), EBRPD = 

East Bay Regional Park District, CC Co.=Contra Costa County (all other records, ALA=Alameda County), Cyn=Canyon,   
  sp.=species, spp.=species (plural), ad.=adult, fide=information source, ca.=circa, about, nr.=near, w/=with  
Observers: R&VB=Ron Barklow & Vi Saima-Barklow, D&PB=Dennis & Pat Braddy, W&CC=William & Chris Charles, RC= 

Rich Cimino, WC=William Clark, M&DE=Margaret & Don Emery, MF=Mike Feighner, P&PG=Pat & Phil Gordon, PEG= 
  Phil E. Gordon, PH=Pat Hotchkiss, JL=Jaan Lepson, KR=Kathy Robertson, JS=Judy Sierra, MT=Marilyn Trabert, JV=Jane 

Vallely, FZ=Francisco Zermeno.  
 

Report Observations for April 21 to June 1, 2005 to Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 94541; 510.538.3550; 
or PAGPEG@aol.com. 

 
 


