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The Kite Call
Ohlone Audubon Society, Inc.
A chapter of the National Audubon Society
Serving Southern Alameda County, CA

April 1-May 14, 2006
Volume 40, Number 6

Calendar
Apr. 4 Membership Meeting, Fremont

Swallow Festival, Chabot College
Apr. 8 Swallow Festival Trip, Lake Elizabeth
Apr. 9 Swallow Festival Trip, Chabot College
Apr. 13 International Migratory Bird Day
Apr. 18 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier

Deadline for May 15-Jun 30 Kite Call
Apr. 20 Sunol Regional Park
Apr. 23 Shadow Cliffs Regional Park
May 2 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton

Membership Meetings
Date: April 4 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Carlton Plaza of Fremont

3800 Walnut Avenue
Topic: Birds and Butterflies of South Texas

and Northeastern Mexico
Presenter:Bob Stewart

Bob will take us on a journey from the Santa Ana National
Wildlife Refuge and the Rio Grand River in Texas deep into
Tamaulipas. We will travel through the northeastern state of
Mexico, south of Ciudad Victoria, to the small village of Gomez
Farias, nestled amongst native trees where Audubon’s and
Altamira Orioles forage with Boat-billed and Social Flycatchers
and Lineated and Pale-billed Woodpeckers. Here, within the
boundaries of the El Cielo Natural Reserve, Wedge-tailed Saber-
wings and Canivet’s Emerald frolic with Yellow-throated Eupho-
nias and Yellow-winged Tanagers. A boat trip on a clear, slow
moving river can yield three kingfisher species, Tiger and Boat-
billed Herons, Sun Grebe, and Blue-crowned Motmots.

Moving 2000’ higher into the Sierra Occidental one hears
wavering whistles of Singing Quail, Crimson-collared Grosbeak,
Fan-tailed, Rufous-capped, Golden-crowned, and Crescent-
chested Warblers. Among resident birds are Azure-crowned
Hummingbird, Blue Mockingbird, Rufous-browed Peppershrike,
Brown-headed Solitaire, Hooded Grosbeak, and Tamaulipas Least

Pygmy Owl. The beauty and variety of butterflies are hard to
ignore. Over 180 species have been seen here in one day.

To reach Carlton Plaza of Fremont, take I-880 to the Mowry
Ave off-ramp, then Mowry east (inland) to Fremont Blvd. Turn
right on Fremont Blvd, then left on Walnut. The Carlton Plaza is
on Walnut between Fremont Blvd and Paseo Padre Pkwy. —MLT

Date: May 2 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Pleasanton Middle School

5001 Case Avenue
Topic: Why Our Field Guides Look the Way They do
Presenter: Alan Kaplan

Join Alan Kaplan, recently retired East Bay Regional Park
naturalist, as he discusses what scholars have identified as three
aspects of birdwatching— aesthetics, scientific, and sporting.
Over the past 150 years, the amount of attention paid to each
aspect has varied. Field guides have played a central role in the
changes in each of these aspects of birdwatching. How did our
field guides come to look the way they do? What have the
tensions between scientific ornithology and amateur birdwatching
brought to the basic tool of the hobbyist birder?

Using unpublished dissertation material, books and magazine
resources, Alan will discuss the evolution of the modern bird field
guide with biographies of “birding world” personalities and look
at the contributions of amateurs to the science of ornithology in
the 20th century. Please bring your favorite (or out-of-favor) field
guide, your oldest and most cherished guides, to be admired and
discussed. Alan will have copies of Charles Keeler’s Bird Notes
Afield, Leon Dawson’s Birds of California, and Neltze Blanchan’s
Bird Neighbors.

To reach Pleasanton Middle School from San Jose, take I-680
north. From Hayward take I-580 east to I-680 south. From Liver-
more, take I-580 west to I-680 south. From I-680, take the Bernal
exit and head east on Bernal Ave to Case Ave. Turn right on Case.
The school is on the right, about midway down the street. We
meet in the library, to the left once you enter the campus.—MLT

Refreshments are served after the program. Bring your
washable cup and sweet tooth to enjoy the finger food and
conversation. —MB
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Apr. 16, Sun., 8:30 a. m., Brushy Peak Regional Reserve.
Leader: Michael Mortensen, 510.459.8466

The brave souls who visited this newest East Bay Regional
Park on New Year’s Day were treated to fine views of several
raptors, brisk winds and wet trails. Michael is going to repeat the
trip for the rest of us who were unable to get out on the first day
of 2006. This time, the weather might cooperate, and flowers
should be out.

The Brushy Peak Trail has a small reservoir and a well-abused
riparian habitat which is recovering from years of cattle grazing.
The trail has a spring-fed creek, willows, cottonwoods, a stock
pond with cattails and plenty of birds. Further up, there is some
fine Oak Savanna habitat with rock outcropping. We’ll spend time
and end there.

This will be the beginning of tick season so wear long pants
and stuff your cuffs. Bring water. It may be sunny and certainly
windy.

Take I-580 to Livermore. Exit Vasco Road north. Turn east onto
Northfront Road. In about a mile turn north onto Laughlin Road.
Meet in the main parking lot at the end of the road. Watch for
brown EBRPD signs leading the way from Vasco Road.

Rain cancels. No dogs. —MM

Apr. 20, Thu., 9:30 a. m., Sunol Regional Park. Leaders: Willie
and Friends, 510.351.9301 $

After an absence that seems interminable, Willie and Jean-
Marie are leading us to familiar haunts to see what the seasons
bring. We welcome them back, and hope for more in the future.

Join the leaders in a stroll through prime habitat where the
bird’s fancy is turning to thoughts of love. Reach Sunol Regional
Park from I- 680 by taking the Calaveras Road exit. Go south to
turn onto Geary Road and continue to the park entrance. Meet at
the Green Barn parking lot.

Bring lunch to eat while reviewing the day’s sightings at the
end of the trip. —AW

Membership
Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members:
Sally Arney, Kay Bloom, Ron Bell, Malca Chall, Cathy Critch-

field, Julie Eastwood, Stephanie Floyd, Van Gilbert, John Giles,
Barbara Hakala, Allan and Margy Hansell, Helen Herrick, Julianne
Howe, Jonathan Lawton, Mary Lens, Thomas McNamara, Ms.
R.R. Rhodes, R. Schane, Patricia Scofield, Beverly Sloane, Jana
Sokace, William Thomas, Dwight Turner, Robert and Janet Wahrer,
Marilyn Whelan, Wild Birds Unlimited, Fremont, Jim and Joanne
Wood, Marge E. Wood, Ben Woodard,

Your support is greatly appreciated. —PAG

Apr. 8, Sat., 11 a. m., Swallow Festival Trip I. Fr emont Central
Park. Leader: Sandy Ferriera, 510.538.3550

Thanks to The Fremont Parks and Recreation District, Senior
Ranger and Naturalist, Sandy Ferriera, will give us the chance to
observe three species of swallow. Cliff, Barn, and Northern rough-
winged Swallows have nested in boxes installed by Sandy around
Lake Elizabeth in Fremont’s Central Park. We will have a chance to
peek into the nurseries, and perhaps see Bank Swallows and
Purple Martin.

The day will begin with a demonstration of swallows and their
nests in the lab. Participants will then step outside to visit the
three species’ nests near the boat house. The adventurous will be
able to climb ladders and use a mirror to see the interiors of the
swallows’ nests.

Meet in the south parking lot by the swimming lagoon, 40000
Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont.

Afternoon Continuation $
At about noon, the trip continues to Coyote Hills Regional

Park, where participants may enjoy a bag lunch on the lawn in
front of the Visitor Center. After lunch, at 1:00 p. m. Phil Gordon
will conduct a swallow and marsh walk. —PEG

Apr. 9, Sun., 8:30 a. m., Swallow Trip II, Caravan to Multiple
Sites. Leader: Phil Gordon, 510.538.3550 $

Follow Phil to search for colonies of several swallow species.
The itinerary will start at Chabot College, go to Pleasanton Ridge
Regional Park in Sunol, then travel to Coyote Hills Regional Park.
You will find colonies of several swallow species at stopping
points along the way. At Coyote Hills you will take a marsh walk
and look for swallows.

For all trips, bring binoculars, notebook, field guide, beverage,
windbreaker and walking shoes. Participants are encouraged to
bring bag lunches so as to enjoy the day, and to continue
watching the behavior of these summering and nesting visitors.

Meet in the Chabot College north parking lot B located at
Turner Court and Hesperian Blvd. —PEG

Birders United
This group, dedicated to bird habitat conservation, was

formed to bring the voices of 15 million birders across North
America together on conservation issues. Its website is
www.BirdersUnited.com . Birders need and want information
during the debate on managing our public wildlands on behalf of
bird survival. More often than not this information is missed by
the mainstream corporate news outlets.

Birders United offers a bi-weekly e-mail newsletter. When you
sign up you get a free bumper sticker. —RC

Field Trips

Election
We will elect next year’s officers at our May meeting. The

Nominating Committee announces the following nominees.
President: Evelyn Cormier
Vice President: Allen Bertillion
Treasurer: Helen Sowers
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary: Margaret Emery
Director at Large, 2006-2009: Jackie Bertillion —EC

April 23, Sun. 9 a.m., Shadow Cliffs Regional Park. $
Leader: Bill Rose

Join Bill and explore the far side of Shadow Cliffs. On that side
is a stream and a series of linked ponds supporting a wide variety
of bird life. We will take a look at the Heron rookery in the eastern
most pond. There is a possiblity of nesting Red-shouldered
Hawks. Wood Ducks and Green Herons have been seen in the
area. Time permitting, or if people want to stay for part of the
afternoon, we will bird the main lake near Stanley Blvd.

Meet in the parking lot just beyond the entrance kiosk. There
is a $6 entrance fee. Take I-680 to the Bernal Ave. exit. Go east and
turn left (north) on First St. First St. becomes Stanley Blvd. Turn
right into the park. Rain cancels. —BR



63

The Kite Call  April 1-May 14, 2006 Volume 40, Number 6

Ohlone’s Third Decade:
1986-1996

In 1986, our chapter was in good health, offering three or more
trips per month and existing on a minimal budget. Our President
was John Page. Terry Preston was the editor of the Kite Call.

The Presidential Parade:
1985-1986 John Page
1986-1988 Anna (Willie) Wilcox
1988-1989 Debbie Viess
1989-1991 Pat Gordon
1991-1992 Dave Moyles
1992-1995 Bette Wentzel
1994-1996 Marie Grubbe
If my notes and memory are correct, editors progressed from

Terry Preston to Candace Crane to Don Emery.
As any organization with a volunteer staff may encounter

periods of leadership crisis, so did Ohlone Audubon during this
period. It is always difficult for such organizations to find people
willing to expend a little effort to fill leadership posts. Those who
are willing should be honored and admired. Those who serve a
long time should be highly praised. Ohlone has been blessed by
several long-standing leaders, some of whom have already been
given official recognition.

The dynamics of any organization favor the long tenures of a
few. However there are dangers for the organization that should
be guarded against. The first danger is that the membership
becomes comfortable with the fact that the few are keeping the
organization running and feel no responsibility to help. The
second is that the vigor of the organization wanes, making it less
and less attractive to potential members and board candidates.
There was an early modification of our charter that inserted a
three-year limit on board membership. The wisdom of this rule is
that it would encourage periodic renewing of chapter leadership.
It can be a very difficult rule to follow, and that is why it has been
tacitly suspended.

It may be that my perceptions are colored by the facts that I
have observed the operation from early in the decade presently
being discussed and that have only read about earlier periods.
My impression is that the early organization was more vital and
enthusiastic, and had a larger proportion of younger, more active,
members. I should be grateful, perhaps, that there is a place for
old folks like me, but I feel wistful for the excitement of the early
years. Honesty forces me to confess that I am part of the problem,
not the remedy.

Notwithstanding, Ohlone Audubon suffered through crises of
leadership and poverty while maintaining a strong program of
monthly membership meetings, sending a deserving individual to
the Audubon Camp of the West annually, participating in local
conservation efforts, and sponsoring regular field trips, many of
which were lead by Howard Cogswell, Phil Gordon, and Elsie
Richey. I believe Elsie was trip chair for most of the decade. She
recruited many leaders from other organizations as well.

Dr. Howard Cogswell began his three-year term as Conserva-
tion Chair, during which we were thoroughly briefed on local
conservation issues. We were following the progress of the

litigation over Mono Lake. The Endangered Species Act was
under attack. The Hayward Shoreline Interpretive Center was
opened. Senator Cranston was pushing for desert protection
(without the support of Governor Wilson.) Contra Costa County
started discussing a large reservoir to be called “Los Vaqueros”.
There were big fires in the Sierra and Siskiyou ranges. Kesterson
sink was killing migratory birds. The EPA rejected both the
Marathon and Shorelines developments. Dr. Cogswell was
instrumental in preserving the Hayward shoreline, as Audubon
member and East Bay Regional Park Director. Dave Moyles
proposed that EBRPD name the restored tideland south of Mount
Trashmore, “Cogswell Marsh.” Conservation news wavered
between good and bad.

Bette Wentzel, sadly, met an untimely death in May of 1995,
before she was inducted for her fourth term. She died in a place
she loved, outside Yosemite Valley. She was a forward-looking,
energetic and dependable Ohlone leader. She was intellectually
inquisitive and had a strong conservation ethic. She was a major
contributor to The Kite Call.

Marie Grubbe stepped into the presidential shoes for the next
two years. She served ably through the end of the decade. During
her terms, we decided to create a demonstration garden in
Fremont’s Shinn Historic Park in Bette Wentzel’s honor. We used
the memorial donations in her name as the seed money for this
project. It has grown with the aid of the Fremont Garden Club, the
leadership of Phil Gordon, and the efforts of a few members and
friends. —DE

Fremont
Alice has been teaching Birding Field Trips for over 30 yrs.

and is an active member of Ohlone Audubon Society. Her classes
are filled with friendly, helpful people at all levels from absolute
beginner to very experienced. Many Audubon members have
taken or are taking her classes.

 Alice’s class differs from most because it consists of tutoring
during actual birding, rather than sitting through lectures. The
class visits a different site each meeting.

Her next Birding Field Trips classes will meet from 9:30 a. m. to
12:30 p. m. on Tuesdays, April 4 through May 2 and May 16
through June 13. Class size is limited to 15, so register early. These
will be Alice’s last classes until September.

To learn more about her classes and to register, call Alice at
510.657.0475. —AH

Birding Classes
Pleasant Hill

Phil Gordon has been teaching all his adult life, and has
taught The Natural History of California Birds at Acalanes Adult
Center in Pleasant Hill for 25 years. He is a founding member of
Ohlone, and has 45 years of birding experience. Many OAS
members are graduates or current members of his class.

Phil’s spring session class starts April 10, 7:30 p. m., and
continues for nine weeks. It includes a field trip to a local birding
hotspot. The cost is $80. You can preregister at the Center by
calling 925.280.3980. —PEG
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Bette Wentzel Library
At the April membership meeting you will be able to browse

the books recently donated by Ray Fontaine. They include:
Gatherings of Angels, Migrating Birds and Their Ecology, by
Kenneth P, Able, The Life of Birds, by David Attenborough, The
Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill, by Mark Bittner, How to Attract
Birds, by Ken Burke, A Gap in Nature, by Tim Flannery & Peter
Schouten, and An Illustrated Guide to Attracting Birds, Susan
Warton, Ed.
In keeping with the topic of the May membership meeting, a
variety of birding identification guides will be on display.

For further information on these and other items in the library,
call Margaret at 925.443.3073. —ME

IMBD 2006 T-Shirt
The North American boreal forest is the theme for this year’s

International Migratory Bird Day. The northern forest encompass-
es about 1.5 billion acres and stretches from Alaska to Newfound-
land. The region includes one of the world’s largest intact forests
dotted with lakes, rivers, and wetlands. More extensive than the
Brazilian Amazon, the Boreal offers refuge to grizzly bear, caribou,
wolverine, gray wolf, and a variety of other resident wildlife.

The artwork on the shirt is painted by Radeaux, an avid
Colorado birder, is printed on the back of a preshrunk cotton,
natural green shirt. The words “The Boreal Forest: Bird Nursery of
the North” are above the painting. The Partners in Flight logo and
IMBD 2006 are printed on the front left sleeve. They are available
in medium, large, extra large, and extra-extra large at $17.50,
including tax. For further information, call 925.443.3073. —ME

Return of the Swallows
Meet the swallows of Chabot College on April 4, 11:00 to 1:30.

Join in the celebration of their return. Art, photography, drama,
music and poetry contests, service group and agency booths, and
field trips are parts of the festivities. A famous TV personality will
MC the event. You must be present to win the prize for the closest
estimate to the number of swallow nests on campus.

See the poster replica above for the schedule.
Sponsors are Chabot College and Ohlone Audubon Society.

Prizes were donated by Ohlone Audubon Society. —PEG

Win an Original
Ohlone Audubon society is twice blessed to count Hans and

Pam Peeters as members. First, because Hans is a foremost bird
authority as the couple’s recently published book, Raptors of
California, bears testament, and second, because Hans has
generously donated an original painting commissioned by Harper
Collins to illustrate the bird guide, All the Birds of North America.
This beautiful painting will go to the lucky holder of the winning
ticket in the raffle for the artwork. Tickets are priced at $3.00 each
or 10 for $20.00. They will be mailed to members and available at
membership meetings and at Wild Birds Unlimited, Dublin. The
drawing for the painting will take place at our 40th Anniversary
Picnic at Schinn Park in Fremont on June 6. You need not be
present to win. Many thanks to Hans for this exceedingly
generous contribution. —EC

Hedi Washburn
Hedi E. Washburn, an Ohlone Audubon Society member

since 1980, died on January 14, 2006. Hedi was our neighbor
and friend for many years. When she retired as a surgical
nurse at Eden Hospital, we gave her a membership to Ohlone
Audubon Society since she would now have time to enjoy
meeting folks interested in birding and field trips. Hedi was a
hiker who hiked all over the Bay Area. At times Ohlone
Audubon field trips may have been too slow for her usual
hiking pace.

Hedi was born in Brugg, Switzerland where she enjoyed
outdoor sports. She trained for nursing at a school in
Lausanne, Switzwerland. After 10 years, Hedi came to the
United States as a nurse companion to an American woman
in Virginia. From the East Coast she traveled to California and
the Bay Area. In 1954 Eden Hospital in Castro Valley had just
opened up and was in need of nursing personnel. Hedi was
in the right place at the right time. 

Through Hedi’s help some of the Ohlone Audubon
Christmas Bird Count dinners were held at her church, Faith
Lutheran, in Castro Valley.

Hedi lived a long and interesting life. She died at age 89. 
Contributions to Ohlone Audubon Society in memory of

Hedi would be welcomed. —Frank and Janice Delfino
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Errata
The list of participants in the Christmas Bird Count contained

the following omissions and commissions: Rich Cimino was a
participant, Marie Ross was not able to participate. We regret the
errors. —Staff
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OAS Sweat Shirts
You will be the talk of the bird walk when you arrive wearing a

sweatshirt with Ohlone’s beautiful White-tailed Kite logo and
name on the front. It will show your support of birds and the
environment. Priced at just $20 ($22 for XXL), they are available in
size medium, large, extra large and extra, extra large. For more
information, call 925.443.3073. —ME

2005-2006 Donations
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the following donors during

this fiscal year:
Roger and Janice Anderman, Sally Arney, Bob Battagin, John

Bonsignore, Malca Chall, Maggie Clark, Margaret Deane, Michael
Dorman, Don and Margaret Emery, Oscar Enstrom, Susan Fry,
Helen Hancock, Nan Ho, David W. Houts, Julianne M. Howe,
Esther and Ed Keller, Craig S. Lanway, Thomas McNamera, Gary
Miner, Susan Opp, David Philleo, Marie Ross, Norma Rugg, Stan
and Vicki Stadelman, Gwen Stevenson, Marshall Trackman,
Richard and Carol Tunley, Charles E. Tudor, Marge Trevorrow,
Dwight Turner, Claire Wait, Joanne Sarg Wallin, Marilyn Whelan,
Susan Wijeyesekera, Don Wilkowsky .—HS


