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Calendar
Feb. 5 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton
Feb. 15-18 Great Backyard Bird Count
Feb. 16-17 San Joaquin Refuges & Little Panoche Road
Feb. 19 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier
Mar. 1 Lake Solano County Park
Mar. 4 Membership Meeting, Hayward
Mar. 4 Deadline for 4/1-5/14 Kite Call
Mar. 8 Livermor e Valley Hot Spots
Mar. 16 Board Meeting, Call Evelyn Cormier
Apr. 1 Membership Meeting, Pleasanton

Membership Meetings
Date: February 5 Time: 7:30
Place: Pleasanton Middle School

5001 Case Avenue
Topic: BIRDS OF THE NORTH CENTRAL  VALLEY
Presenter:David Yee

The Central Valley of California is one of the most distinct
and significant geographical valleys in North America. One of the
most fertile valleys on the planet, it has long been home to a wide
array of vegetation and animal life, often in staggering numbers.
Today it is one of the most altered land forms on the continent
due to human land-use. However, the Great Valley has lost
surprisingly few birds over the last two centuries, which has
contributed to its historically being a key destination for birders,
especially during winter. Recent conservation gains in the region
have allowed for even more significant bird sightings.

David will acquaint us with some of the birds observed in his
native San Joaquin County, representing species from the Delta
south to about Merced County. David has been actively birding
this area for over 30 years and considers it his favorite of all his
many birding destinations around the world. He is the past
president of San Joaquin Audubon, the Central Valley Bird Club,
and Western Field Ornithologists, and has coauthored The
Checklist of San Joaquin Country Birds.

To reach Pleasanton Middle School, take I-680 toward
Pleasanton. Exit at Bernal Avenue and head east on Bernal to

Case Avenue. Turn right on Case. The school is located on the
right. We are meeting in the library, which is to your left as you
enter the campus.

Date Mar ch 4 Time: 7:30 p. m.
Place: Casa Sandoval, 1200 Russell Way, Hayward
Topic: OWLS ARE STRANGE (AND HOW!)
Presenter:Hans J. Peeters

Although generally similar to other birds, owls differ pro-
foundly in many ways.  Most obvious are their external modifica-
tions; but they differ internally as well and, as to their behavior,
— well, it can be pretty odd.  Owls can be amazingly fierce, yet
be most gentlemanly when they court.  Some go to great lengths
to make themselves invisible, while others brazenly expose
themselves (in the non-legal sense).

Hans will explore with us the inner and outer features of owls
and share with us insights he has gained into the lives of these
marvelous birds over the years and in the course of writing his
most recent book, Owls of California and the West.  Expect risqué
drawings and some interesting slides.

Casa Sandoval is on the corner of 2nd and Russell. From “A”
or “B” Streets in Hayward, turn north onto 2nd St. and follow it
one block to Russell. Here’s a link to Casa Sandoval’s website
directions: http://tinyurl.com/2hrclb.

The April 1 meeting will be at Pleasanton Middle School,
where we’ll be treated to a presentation by John Moir, author of
Return of the Condor. —MLT

Bring a reusable cup to meetings in order to enjoy the
refreshments provided by members and the chapter. —A&JB

American Goldfinch
© Don Emery 2007
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Feb. 16-17, Sat. & Sun., 9 a. m., San Joaquin Valley Refuges
and Little Panoche Road, Phil & Pat Gordon,
510.538.3550, pagpeg@aol.com.

We are returning to one of our traditional winter birding
locations, the San Joaquin refuges and the Little Panoche Valley.

Saturday will be spent brushing up on waterfowl ID, and
sorting through ducks and geese for that “rare” one. We will bird
O’Neil Forebay first and then the two refuges, San Luis and
Merced. Sunday we will head south to Little Panoche Road,
looking for the specialties—Mountain Plovers, Vesper Sparrows,
and lots of raptors. Meet each morning at the O’Neil Forebay.

To reach the O’Neil Forebay parking area, take I-5 south to
Santa Nella, and then south on SR-33. We are currently planning
to have dinner at the Wool Growers Inn, a Basque restaurant in
Los Banos.

Campers can spend the night at the Basalt Campground at San
Luis Reservoir. Motels in the area include Motel 6, 209.826.6644,
or the Holiday Express, 209.826.8282, among others in the Santa
Nella area. For more information give Phil or Pat a call. Trip will
go rain or shine. Only heavy flooding cancels. —PAGPEG

Field Trips

Fremont Field Trips Class
Alice Hoch’s next Birding Field Trips class begins March

fourth and continues through April first. Her class is different
because it consists of tutoring during actual birding, rather than
sitting through lectures. The classes will bird a different site each
Tuesday for five weeks from 9:30 a. m. to 12:30 p. m.

Alice has been teaching Birding Field Trips for over 32 years,
and is an active member of Ohlone Audubon Society.  Her classes
are filled with friendly, helpful people at all levels from absolute
beginner to very experienced.  Many Ohlone Audubon members
have taken and are taking her classes. 

Class size is limited to 15, so register early.
Questions about class and registration information:   Contact

Alice at 510.657.0475 or amhoch@aol.com —AH

Mar. 8, Sat., 8:30 a. m., Tri-Valley Hot Spots, Leader: Rich
Cimino, 925.462.6418.

The Pleasanton Detention Ponds, Zone 7 riparian habitat, the
area behind the Sunol Post Office, the parking lot of Pleasanton
Ridge Regional Park, and Springtown Regional Preserve are
locations usually yielding interesting bird sightings. This trip will
feature a number of habitats and a few locations not widely
known. Join Rich on an eastern Alameda County adventure. The
schedule calls for reaching Springtown by 12:30 for lunch and
subsequent walk down the creek.

Meet in the parking lot of Pleasanton’s Bernal Shopping
Center, located just east of I-680 at the Bernal exit, at the corner
of Valley Ave. Rain cancels. —RC

Mar. 1, Sat., 8:30 a. m., Lake Solano County Park, Leaders:
Pat & Phil Gordon, 510.538.3550, pagpeg@aol.com. $

Join us in returning to an old favorite field trip location for
Ohlone. Lake Solano is below Lake Berryessa in Solano County.
We expect to get looks at wintering waterfowl, including Wood
Duck, Hooded Mergansers, Ring-necked Ducks and Common
Moorhen. There are often Bald Eagle and Osprey in the neighbor-
hood. We will look for land birds in the park’s trees, and wintering
hawks in the area.

Take I-680 north, cross the Benicia Bridge, (Cordelia cutoff)
and proceed on I-80 east. On I-80, between Fairfield and Vacav-
ille, take the Pleasant Valley Road /Cherry Glen exit and proceed
north about 13 miles to the park entrance. Driving time is about
two hours. There is a parking fee for the day. We will meet near
the entrance in the parking lot near the boat launch. Bring a lunch
and dress warmly.

For more information contact Phil or Pat. —PAGPEG

LARPD Brushy Peak Trip
Livermore Parks and Recreation will conduct a tour to the

Livermore managed-access portion of the regional park on May
11. The cost of this trip is $23.00. In the past, Prairie Falcon,
Barn Owl, Golden Eagle, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and migrating
warblers have been seen on this trip.

To register go on line to www.larpd.dist.ca.us, click on
registration. The trip is listed as Class 7011. You may need to
establish an account to register. You can also register by calling
925.373.5707.

This is not an Ohlone-sponsored activity. However, if enough
Ohlone members express interest we may be able to schedule a
chapter birding trip to Brushy Peak next year. —RC

Festivals
10th ANNUAL  ALEUTIAN GOOSE FESTIV AL

Come join the "Celebration of Wildness" on the extreme
coast of northern California. Experience an in-depth extended
weekend, March 28-30, in the home of Redwood National and
State Parks and the Smith River National Recreation Area.
Choose among the 60+ workshops/field trips led by experienced,
qualified, guides. Outstanding birding, geology, Native American
Heritage and more. Register at www.aleutiangoosefestival.org or
call 707.465.0888.

Keynote speaker for this year's celebration is Humboldt State
University's Professor Stephen Sillett, the leading researcher in
the study of the canopy of the towering redwoods. Recently
featured in Richard Preston's best selling book, The Wild Trees,
Professor Sillett will share his passion for his work in the fog
shrouded tops of the world's tallest trees. —AGS

GODWIT  DAYS APRIL  18-20
Join the flock at the 13th annual Godwit Days Spring Migra-

tion Bird Festival, April 18-20, at the Arcata Community Center
in Arcata. Pre- and post-festival events are offered to extend your
birding enjoyment. Choose from over 100 field trips and work-
shops and browse the vendors at the bird fair.  An extraordinary
birding adventure awaits you between the redwoods and Hum-
boldt Bay!  Go to www.godwitdays.com for more details and to
register on-line. —GD

Vote for the Birds!
Remember to keep the environment in

mind when casting your vote.
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Mickey Levenson

Burrowing Owls at Risk
Burrowing Owl habitat is disappearing faster than owls can

find alternate nesting and roosting sites in the East Bay. A case in
point is the large site soon to be occupied by the new BART
station at Warm Springs and Osgood in Fremont. BART plans to
break ground in late 2008. Rich Cimino has contacted the BART
lead biologist who is hoping to mitigate the Warm Springs site
within the Fremont area. Rich has found three sites for sale close
by, and notified BART of them. In order for the owls to use these
sites, they must be managed by mowing for short vegetation.

We need to mobilize our members and friends in Fremont to
join in a steering committee and to seek a partnership with BART
to find a good solution for the owls.

Secondly, the Army Reserve, owner of Camp Parks, is
planning to exchange 180 acres of prime owl habitat to the city of
Dublin. Dublin is planning for total development with some
“open space.” Ohlone Audubon needs to speak up on the issue to
see to it that Dublin mitigates habitat for the Burrowing Owls in
this acreage. Cities tend to mitigate impacts in mitigation banks
far from the existing owl sites. We need to mobilize our members
and friends, especially those who live in Dublin, to join in a
steering committee and to seek a partnership with the City of
Dublin to affect their plans this spring EARLY IN THE PLAN-
NING PROCESS.

Please contact Rich Cimino: rscimino@earthlink.net.—RC

New and Renewing Members
Ohlone sends a warm welcome and thank you to the following

new and renewing chapter members:
Charlotte Allen, Vinton Bacon, Ken and Linda Back, Ursel

Bloxsom, Maggie Clark, Gary Cooper, Loyd Davis, Frank and
Janice Delfino, Lynn T. Feindel, Ray Fontaine, Robert Gallagher,
Al Goggins, Ginger Iglesias, Jean P. Jones, Sheila Junge, Sher-
man and Alison Lewis, Patricia Lindsey, Ned and Carol Lyke,
Roberta Maloney, L.G. Mann, Howard and Erma McCue,
Elizabeth and Richard Milam, Connie Nelson, Donna Nowell,
David Osborne, Tadd Ottman, Ed and Pam Reuling, Gail and
Gail Ryujin, Brenda Senturia, Frances Singer, Jerry and Judy
Steenhoven, Mary Stoering, Karen White, Jo Wang, Robert
Wieckowski, Debbie Wong,

Your support is greatly appreciated. —PAG

Imperiled Species Big Year
The Golden Gate National Recreation Area has announced the

2008 Endangered Species Big Year, A Race Against Time To See
And Save The GGNRA’s Endangered Species. Sadly, boasting
the most endangered species of any national park on the conti-
nent, GGNRA has introduced the big year program to make the
plight of the park visible and to provide action items for individu-
als to help them recover.

Obtain a checklist from GGNRA of species and things you
can do, and obtain more information by visiting their website,
www.ggnrabigyear.org. Read the text and click “click here to
learn more,” and then “click here to download checklist,” on the
informaton page. —GGNRA

Presidential Paper
Ohlone thanks all its members and friends for once again

generously responding to our annual appeal for funds. These gifts
are the major source of income for all the good work we do for
birds and other wild things.

California Audubon has provided us with a task that you may
want to help with. They would like boundaries verified for
twenty-two Important Bird Areas, from Napa Lakes in the north to
Bolsa de San Felipe in the south. The question to answer is, “Do
the boundaries encompass all the habitat that should be included
in that site?”

 The list is as follows: Alameda Naval Air Station, Año Nuevo
Area, Benicia State Recreation Area, Bolsa de San Felipe, Bodega
Harbor, Bolinas Lagoon, Brooks Island, Byron Area, Concord
Marshes, Corte Madera Marsh, East Diablo Range, Eastshore
Wetlands, Jepson Grasslands, Napa Lakes, North Richmond
Wetlands, Point Reyes-Outer, Richardson Bay, Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta, San Francisco Bay-South, San Pablo Bay, Suisun
Marsh, and Tomales Bay. As you see by the list a number of the
locations fall into the jurisdiction of other Audubon groups.
However you may be familiar with the area as well and the more
input California Audubon has, the better to make sure the bound-
aries are complete. Birds need all the help we can give them in
providing appropriate habitat.

A copy of the list and the maps can be provided to you at a
membership meeting or by mail if you are interested in helping in
this important bird habitat protection effort. —EC

It’s Your Tern
Commit to a summer of love. Contact “Doc Quack” to learn

about and join a volunteer crew guarding the Least Tern colony at
the Hayward Shoreline. Weekly time commitments are as little as
3 hours. Little training is required. No heavy lifting requirements.
Congenial folks already involved. Join them. You’ll like it.

DocQuack@ebparks.org or 510.544.2319

Habitat Means Home
Fremont and Newark K-6 classes will soon get the contest

rules for this year’s poster competition with the HMH title. OAS
proudly cosponsers this event that exposes the children to the
wonders and joys of nature. A $500 gift certificate from a
scientific supply company was awarded to the school of the
winning poster last year. The OAS Board decided to raise our
grant from $500 to $750 this year. Posters will be displayed at the
Coyote Hills Visitor Center on March 15. Information at
chposters@gmail.com. —CH

We are saddened by the passing of Mickey Levensen on
December 31, 2007. Both Mickey and his wife, Ruth, were
active members of Ohlone Audubon in past years. Mickey
served as treasurer, while Ruth has served the Board in several
capacities including Publicity Chairperson and as a member of
the Education Committee. We loved sharing birds with Mickey
on the many field trips he attended and will miss him. Our
deepest regards to Ruth and their children. —PAG
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS Late November, 2007 - Early January, 2008  

 

SPECIES DATE(S) No.,etc LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
Wood Duck 1/6 pr. Livermore:  SH Also w/ Canvasback and Redhead in Las Positas Flood Control 

Ponds/Fields/Fish Ladder nr. El Charro x I-580. 
Eurasian 

Wigeon 
12/16 1 m. Fremont: Bay Tr., 

Coyote Hills RP 
RN,RL, 

MB 
CBC Report. 

Eurasian 
Wigeon 

1/5 1 m. Fremont: Coyote Hills 
RP 

BD Found in the North Marsh (in apex of Alameda Ck. & Ardenwood 
Rd.). 

Redhead 12/13 1 f. Fremont: Rainbow 
lake, Qaurry Lakes 
RP 

SF Seen in the a. m. and also on 16 Dec.'s OAS CBC. 

Hooded 
Merganser 

12/16 2 m.,  
2 f? 

Castro Valley: Cull 
Cyn. Reservoir 

KH, SS CBC Report. 

Hooded 
Merganser 

1/3 1 Fremont: Alameda 
Creek 

AH W/ RNDu, CoMe 

Hooded 
Merganser 

1/6 6 Sunol: Calaveras Rd.x 
Geary Rd.  

BD In small, fenced roadside pond (nr. entrance Rd. to Sunol RP). 

Hooded 
Merganser 

1/6 3 Livermore: Poppy 
Ridge Golf Course 
Pond 

SH W/ Common Goldeneyes (2). 

Red-throated 
Loon 

12/16 1 ad. Hayward: Johnson's 
Lndg. Shore 

SG CBC Report (Very rare - attnp -SG). 

Common Loon 1/6 1 Livermore: Shadow 
Cliffs RP 

KP; SH 

Horned Grebe 1/3 1 Fremont: Shinn Pond, 
School Street, Niles 

AH W/ EaGr. 

Horned Grebe 1/6 1 Livermore: Shadow 
Cliffs RP 

KP; SH 

Western/Clark's 
Grebe 

1/3 pairs Fremont: Quarry 
Lakes RP 

AH Several pairs showing advanced courtship - two by two upright 
chases across the lake - behavior not expected until spring. 

Ferruginous 
Hawk 

12/16 1 ad. Hayward: Tolman Pk., 
Garin RP 

MB, 
DM 

CBC Report. Well seen rarity.  

Ferruginous 
Hawk 

12/25 1 Fremont: Vargas 
Plateau, Mill Creek 
Rd. 

DP Seen close or in the CBC circle. Possibly same as FeHa, 12/16, 
CBC. 

Prairie Falcon 12/16 1 ad. Hayward: Mt. 
Trashmore, RP 

DW,T
O 

CBC Report. 

Lesser 
Yellowlegs 

1/5 1 Fremont: Coyote Hills 
RP 

BD Single wintering bird. Much less common than its larger 
associate, Greater Yellowlegs.  

Lesser 
Yellowlegs 

1/7 4 Fremont: Coyote Hills 
RP 

GC W/ Greater Yellowlegs utilizing the newly rain/flood-watered 
mud (allowed to dry for the 1st time in the history of Coyote 
Hills marshes). 

Red Phalarope 12/16 1 Fremont: 
DESFBNWR 

JB,EB,
CC 

CBC Report. Extremely rare - attnp. "Spin-picking" in pond S of 
"No Name Trail." 

GLAUCOUS 
GULL 

1/6 1 San Leandro: Marina 
(nr. Obstacle Course) 

BD Rarity on offshore rocks; only here for a winter from its arctic 
home. 

GLAUCOUS 
GULL 

12/16 1 imm. Fremont: Quarry 
Lakes RP 

KR, JE, 
JR 

CBC Report. Very rare. Pink bill w/ black 1/4+ tip. 2nd year stage 
"resembles small white goose"--PEG. 

Eurasian 
Collared-
Dove 

1/6 1 Livermore: Tesla Rd., 
nr. Kent Winery 

SH Tracking the occurrence of this recently-arrived (2006) Alameda 
Co. resident (from released birds in Florida). 

Northern 
Pygmy-Owl 

12/16 1 h Palomares Cyn. Rd.  PS, 
WG 

CBC Report. Heard only, responding to tape. Located: south of 
Westover Estate & Vineyard in wooded area 

Burrowing Owl 12/23 1 Fremont: Central Park AH Possibly the same BuOw seen here last year - still disappointingly 
too rare in Alameda County. 

Vaux's Swift 12/16 1 Fremont: Mission 
Adobe Nursery, Niles 
Dist. 

JM,RC CBC Report. NEW SPECIES. Seen flying w/ 3 WTSw's. 

TROPICAL 
KINGBIRD 

12/16 1 Hayward: end of West 
Winton 

DW. 
TO; 
SG 

CBC Report. Rare SE vagrant. See next TrKi report below. 



43

The Kite Call February 15-March 31. 2008 Volume 42, Number 6
FIELD OBSERVATIONS Late November, 2007 - Early January, 2008  

SPECIES DATE(S) No.,etc LOCALITY OBS. REMARKS 
TROPICAL 

KINGBIRD 
1/6 1 Hayward: end of West 

Winton Ave. 
BD Continuing (from find 11/13 by Peter Dramer; see above, 12/16 & 

Kite Call, Vol.42:No.45) 
Horned Lark 12/19 30 Hayward: Mt. 

Trashmore, Hayward 
Regional Shoreline 

CW Sizable flock seen along trail from W. Winton Ave. parking area 
to Cogswell Marsh on east side of old dump hill. Lapland 
Longspur has been in this flock (see Lolo 12/16 & 1/6 below). 

Violet-green 
Swallow 

12/16 1 Fremont: Coyote Hills 
RP 

GB CBC Report. Flying over marsh. 

Violet-green 
Swallow 

1/6 (# ?) Livermore: Del Valle 
Reservoir 

SH Over the lake, EBDPD. Unseasonal (casual) occurrence; most 
likely wintered here, but migrates to Honduras or even to 
Panama, Meso-America. 

Barn Swallow 12/16 1 Newark: Morton Salt 
Co. Pond, Central 
Ave. 

JL Rare - attnp - species that should be in Venezuela by this time. 

Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher 

12/15; 16 1 Fremont: Coyote Hills 
RP 

MB,RN
;GB 

Both days, incl. CBC Report. 

Phainopepla ca.12/10 1 f. Castro Valley: Yard, 
Greenridge Rd. 

EG Very few C.V. records. Apparently feeding on Pomegranate fruit. 
Very near CBC circle, but didn't show for the Big Day (16 
Dec.). 

NORTHERN 
WATERTHR
USH 

1/1 1 Berkeley: Aquatic Park BD; BP Irregular vagrant warbler from Eastern U.S. (Reported to BD by 
BP) to be part of Bob D's 2008 Big Day Bird List in ALA Co., 
totaling 118 spp. 

White-throated 
Sparrow 

10/; 12/16 1 Castro Valley: Yard, 
Reamer Rd. 

F&JD CBC Report. Tan form. 

LAPLAND 
LONGSPUR 

12/16 1 Hayward: Regional 
Shoreline 

SG CBC Report. Frank's Dump (1st reported on 26 Oct. by Joe 
Devine). 

LAPLAND 
LONGSPUR 

1/6/; 1/7 1 Hayward: Regional 
Shoreline 

BD; 
MD 

Continuing w/ HoLa flock. Atop Mt. Trashmore. Probably same 
as above LaLo, 12/16 

ABBREVIATIONS: m.=male, f.=female, imm.=immature, Reg.=Regional, SE=Southeastern, EBRPD=East Bay Regional Park District,  
RP=Regional Park (EBRPD), (all records shown are Alameda County), Cyn=Canyon, sp.=species, spp.=species (plural), ad.=adult,  
CBC=Christmas Bird Count, OAS=Ohlone Audubon Society, fide=information source, ca.=circa, about, nr.=near, w/=with, Tr.=trail,  
Lndg.=Landing, attnp=at this time and place (PEG), (four letter bird codes are only stated after earlier use [two letters of first name  and 
second name or first letter of each compound name followed by first two letters of last name (often the generic name) = the Cogswell 
system, which employs upper & lower case, ex., BNHe=Black-crowned Night-Heron or BGGn=Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, also  
ViRa=Virginia Rail and Bush=Bushtit], Mt. Trashmore=W.Winton Old Landfill (ca.18 ft.) shoreward and S of Hayward Shoreline RP  
Parking & Tr. entrance, standard abbreviations often not translated. 

OBSERVERS: MB=Mark Better, EB=Estrella Bibbey, JB=Jerry Bibbey, MB=Mona Brauer, GC=Gearge Chrisman, RC=Rich Cimino, 
CC=Cathy Critchfield, F&JD=Frank & Janice Delfino, MD=Matt Dodder, BD=Bob Dunn, SF=Staphanie Floyd, EG=Esther Goldberg, 
SG=Steve Glover, WG=Willie Grundler, KH=Kevin Hintsa, AH=Alice Hoch, SH=Steve Huckabone, RL=Robin Leong, JL=Jaan 
Lepson, DM=David McKay,  JM=Jeff Miller, RN=Rich Nicholson, TO=Todd Ottman, BP=Bob Power, KP=Kathy Robinson, PS=Paul 
Smith, SS=Sue Stanton, CW=Calvin Walters,  DW=Debbie Wong,  

NOTE: CBC Report: These are some of the highlights of our recent OAS Christmas Bird Count. Look for the complete Checklist with 
numbers of individuals in the next Kite Call issue.  

NOTE: Historical CBC Data is archived in the Cornell University's official Web Site: www.birdsource.org. Here also find details of the 
upcoming (Feb. 15-18 2008) Great Backyard Bird Count. 

REPORT OBSERVATIONS for the period: mid-Jan. to Feb. 2008 to: Phil Gordon, 1922 Hillsdale St., Hayward, CA 94541 
510.538.3550 or PAGPEG@aol.com. 

Great Backyard Bird Count
The 2008 Great Backyard Bird Count is scheduled for Presidents’ Weekend, February 15-18. Celebrate the birth of two of our most

popular presidents by counting birds and sending the results to the GBBC website, http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/.
The rules are simple. You don’t have to count both night and day. Pick a time and place, record the largest number of each species

seen during a period of at least 15 minutes. Describe the place and time of your observations and record the numbers on the website.
While you are there, you can browse previous years’ records by location or species.

Full details of this citizen science project are at the birdsource website link above. —DE


